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Washington Lodge #18 AF & AM

From the Texas History Page website

Washington Lodge No.18 of the Masonic Grand Lodfy&ex-
as A. F. & A. M. is the Masonic lodge chartered\&shington
Texas during the Republic of Texas on January 82441 It cease , ||
to be a working lodge in 1887 when it surrendetedharter.

Washington, Texas was a center of governmenfVéagbnic ac
tivities during the Republic of Texas. On March1B36, Texa:
declared its independence from Mexico at Washingiod the
Declaration of Independence was signed there. eftwe, Wash
ington is referred to as the "Birthplace of TexasAt various
times, the capitol of the Republic of Texas wag/ashington. Th
Grand Lodge of the Republic of Texas held its ahmeetings a
Washington in 1843, 1844 and 1845. Today, the towWash-
ington is commonly referred to as Washington-onBha&zos.

A few years ago this historic Masonic Lodgaswre-
chartered. The members of Washington Lodge #18eameproud
of their history and open lodge every year on Tdrdependenc
Day, March 2, in the Convention Hall at Washingtomthe-
Brazos on the very spot where Texas declared fEpandenc
from Mexico in 1836. Most of the members of Wasgjiom Lodge ' | ~ =
#18 are associate members who enjoy the historyesas anc
Texas Masonry. See the Washington Lodge No. 1§&ddinute B ;

The Minute Book Page For June 27, 1854

E A s s

Book from 1854 here on the Portal to Texas History.

Washington-on-the-Brazos, Texas

By Beathard From The Masons of Texas website

Trey and | attended Washington Lodge #18 on Wedngsd
March 2, 2011. Well we did not actually attend tbége build-
ing itself, we attended their called meeting at Wiagton-on-the
-Brazos State Park. This was in celebration oflfAgth anniver-
sary of the signing of the Texas Declaration ofejpehdence.
Many Grand Lodge of Texas Officers were in atterga in-
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tographer. There were at least 10 current DisDigputy Grand
Masters present, including: F. "Guz" Guzman and i&aB.
Owczarzak. There was a very full house of the oés rank and file masons.

After some very nice fellowship under the ancieak trees we filed into Independence Hall. It wasite
ing to hold lodge in the building where so manydasrof Texas signed a document that created thedRep
of Texas. During the opening, at the point wherengee to give honors to the Texas flag, the patdrpreter,
a mason, explained the use of the Dodson Flagflabevas the first Lone Star Flag of Texas. It wesated
by Sarah Dodson for her husband’s company. It vgasl wluring the siege of San Antonio. This recreabid
the flag was recently used in a 17 recreation efsilgning of the Declaration of Independence.

After opening the lodge, a short presentation grasn on the history of the site and its ties naisonry.
The part | thought was the coolest was the hidbetyind the 5 pointed star and its symbolic tieh® 5 points



of masonry.

After the lodge was closed many of us ate a veydgBBQ lunch catered by Mallett Brothers Barbeque
from Navasota. | had lunch with my son, two longdifriends from Austin #12, Kyle Hammock from Mina
#1456 and R: W: Archie W. Scott. We mainly talkdxbat being Eagle Scouts. There were 5 out of 8 n&so
at the table that were also Eagle Scouts. R: WhiargV. Scott told us an interesting story about tisvEa-
gle Scout training in semaphore probably saved nadrilgeir lives when he was able to all in sometbda
bring in extra ammunition during WWII. Fascinatisipry — Ask him to tell it to you next time you d&ien.

Kyle, Trey and | covered the entire EA degree e FC trail lecture in the car on our way homex|Si
more weeks until the Bandera Forum and our “B’itedte exams.

The Story of Twin Lake Lodge No. 141 F. & A M.

The Story of Twin Lake Lodge No. 141 F. & A.M. maygifrom Twin Lakes to Trilby, Florida. By Blake Bolen

The Twin Lakes Lodge No. 141 is a Lodge that hasoat interesting history. When chartered in 188 t
Lodge was comprised of 14 charter members. As mgetvere orga-
nized the charter members came together in a tany-diuilding,
where they met the second floor.

The Lodge remained and active part of the Twindsa€ommunity
for the next 8 years. It was decided by the enti9ffl that rather then
build a new Lodge they would would move the old,ahes was likely
decided at the 1901 annual meeting. Moving theeléng-story build-
ing wasn't an easy task. With a team of horseshaulds the two-story
building was chained up and pulled along pine triwed had been
striped, acting as rollers. The team of horseseguthe two-story build-
ing for nearly 5 miles crossing the county linedew finally they
reached the small town Trilby where the new buddimould be set
back on its foundation blocks. When built in 1884 t.odge building
sat in Hernando County, after the move in 1902 ltbdge building
was now located in Pasco County. Below is a phétooav the Twin
Lakes Lodge No. 141 looked in 2007.

According to Grand Lodge records, in 1901 whenats decided to move the Twin Lakes Lodge No. 141,
there were (41) forty-one active members. Durirg8hyears that the Lodge was located in Twin Lakes
numbers increased by 25 members. In 1901 whensitdeaided to move the Twin Lakes Lodge, the foliayvi
Officers were representing the Twin Lakes Lodge Nt.:\

William M. Dowling-- Worshipful Master (W.M.)
Fritz L. Mourer-- Senior Warden (S.W.)

S.P. Parker-- Junior Warden (J.W.)

John J. Roller-- Treasurer

Chas. H. Jackson-- Secretary

Jas. D. Hancock-- Marshall

Daniel M. Oberry-- Senior Deacon (S.D.)

Jas. C. Croft-- Junior Deacon (J.D.)

Henry R. Nicks-- Tyler

The above named Officers were the last Officers to
serve and represent the Twin Lakes Lodge No. 141. A
ter being moved to Trilby in January of 1902 theiw
Lakes Lodge was renamed to the Trilby Lodge. Aceord
ing to Grand Lodge records, on January 23, 1902 the
Twin Lakes Lodge No. 141 name was changed to Tiibgge No. 141. While the Lodge was renamed and
relocated the members remained loyal and contitoiedtend meetings now in Trilby. The Lodge congidiu
to conduct their meetings on the second floor &éngd two-story building, while the down stairs veasupied
by a dry goods store. The photo below shows théaupsooms where Lodge No. 141 meetings were con-



ducted, it was in this room that the original
charters members met in January of 1984 at
Twin Lakes.
The Trilby Lodge No. 141 made use of the
two-story building, meeting in the upstairs
room for the next 50 plus years. Sometime in
the mid-1960's the Trilboy Lodge No. 141 con-
structed a new building, which was located just
down the road from the old two-story building.
The new building was a single story building
constructed of block, see photo below. Today
the Trilby Lodge No. 141 remains an active
part of the Trilby community and they continue
to meeting. The Trilby Lodge No. 141 is also somes called "The Hoedown Lodge." The Twin Lakes and
Trilby Lodge No. 141 were the only Lodges to evamyg the number 141.

An Open Letter To The Right Worshipful Vernon Burke

Hello Right Worshipful, | really don’t expect yda remember me, or even the event back when we met.
You was the Grand Master back in October of 20@Dyeru were at Waller Masonic Lodge in Waller to -ded
icate our new dining room and present a 50 yeardwaPast Master

You and | met in the dining room where we had @tstonversion. | ask you if you would also presmet
with my 50 year award when the time comes.

“I'll be glad to.” you semi-promised. Then you asken it would be. | am sure you figured it woulepy
soon since | was 72 at that time. “Well sir,” | enesed, “I was raised as a Master Mason at age 6Besn
cember 22, 1992, so I've already got almost 8 yeais

| don’t remember for sure, but | think you grinn&ait, | do remember that you said, “OK, I'll beetis”.

Anyway, | just wanted to let you know it's Decemlagain and | will be a “twenty year Mason” at #red
of this month and | am still working hard towarathifty year pin.

Just thought I'd remind you of your promise, siheen still getting a little closer every day.

Fraternally,
John “Corky” Daut P.M.
Secretary Waller Lodge #3808 AF & AM

Older Small Town Texas Masonic Lodge Thumbnails

Waco Masonic Lodge
#92 AF & AM

Waco Masonic Lodge is 161 years old.
It was chartered on January 23, 1852.

The Lodge currently has 310 members.

It is located at 4324 Cobbs Drive. in
Waco, Texas .

The Lodge meets on the Second Thurs-
day of each month, at 7:00 p.m. A meal is
at 6:00 pm



Dr. George M. Patric

On Monday April 23, 2007, the Ancient York MasarfsTexas gath-
ered at the Texas State Cemetery located at 908ddtn, Street in Aus-
tin Texas to honor their greatest leader Dr. Geddg®atrick of Ander-
son Texas who died in June 1889 with a footstonkespecial ceremony.

Dr. Patrick was the only Texas Mason to have belented and to
have served two full terms as Grand Master of tren@ Lodge. Dr. Pat-
rick was also the only Texas Mason to have servedsrand Royal Arch
Chapter Republic of Texas in 1849, and the curfa@nd Chapter of
Royal Arch Masons in 1852.

Additionally, Dr. Patrick served the Grand CourafilRoyal And Se-
lect Masters of Texas in 1859, and the Grand Condergnof Knights
Templar in 1860, making him the first Texas Masomave occupied all
four chief presiding officer positions of the baglighat constitute the
York Rite of Freemasonry. Dr. Patrick was a chamember of Orphans
Friend Masonic Lodge No. 17, in 1842, Jerusalemp@raRoyal Arch
Masons in 1846 under the GRAC Republic of Texas,Gnand Council
of Royal and Select Masters of Texas in 1856, ardsalem Council
No. 7 of Royal and Select Masters in 1858, all diichi are located in
Grimes County Texas.
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The reason for this ceremony is that it is pathef Centennial Year of the Grand Council of Rayad Se-
lect Masters of Texas. The Grand Council originatkysted in Texas from 1856 to 1864 when it demisied
was revived in 1907, and one the major Centenma@eépts is to mark the graves all of the Past Gidadters

of the first embodiment, along with their other X&ite Service to Texas.

Dr. Patrick also served the Republic of Texas asiléia organizer and officer, as well as a Naam-
mander of the Schooner Flash. It was at his farllead¢®eepwater along Patrick Bayou, (located in erad

day Deer Park, Texas) after the battle of San tativat the Texas Provi-

sional Government signed the initial treaties w@eneral Santa Anna

ending the Texas Revolution, these treaties watke lbe made public pt PR. GEORGE MOFFIT PATRICK
A VOLUNTEER AT ANAHUAC, 1832

MEMBER OF THE CONSULTATION

Velasco, and known as the Treaties of Velasco.
Shown in the photo below are Cliff Cameron, D.KY.CH, (Center

who is the current Grand Historian for the Grandi@ul and member dfcoMMANDER OF THE SCHOONER

Jerusalem Chapter No. 3 and Council in Navasotaag,evho was Spe-

cially Deputized by Donald Wayne Broughton, Grandstér of TexasMOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND MASH

Masons to represent the Grand Lodge of Texas aCdremony. James
Roy Elliot (Left) Grand High Priest of the Grand y&b Arch Chapter

Texas and C. Louis Hopkins, Illustrious Grand Masfehe Grand Cour}-
cil of Royal and Select Masters of Texas.

By CIiff Cameron,
D. D., KYCH
Chairman, History
and Preservation
Committee 2007
Grand Council of
Royal & Select
Masters of Texas

From the Grand
Lodge of Texas
website.

(Editors note

DIED IN GRIMES COUNTY, TEXAS

"l

1835
"FLASH", 1836

TER
GRAND (MASONIC) LODGE OF
TEXAS, 1848-49
BORN IN VIRGINIA
SEPTEMBER 30, 1801

JUNE 28, 1889

HIS WIFE
MARTHA SCAIFE PATRICK
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The Lodge That Wouldn’t Die

(below) and featured the Lodge in the November/Bxdes 2008 issue (No. 3) of the STTME-mag. Then |
ran into the posting below on From The Global Fratd Network Newsletter and here it is again.

Chalk Mountain Masonic Lodge #894 "The Lodge ThatWd Not Die"
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS was held at Chalk Moumtailasonic Lodge #894 on Saturday 7 July
2012. PGM Bob Waters was installed as WM. Instglldificer was
PGM Leonard P. Harvey. Installing Marshall was RWém Guest,
Grand Secretary. Dinner at 6:00 PM was followedlftated Meet-
ing at 7 PM, and then the installation of officers.
For a look at the history of this Lodge Refer to:
www.chalkmountainlodge.org and to http://www.texssges.com/
CentralTexasTownsNorth/ChalkMountainTexas/
ChalkMountainTexas.htm

My history regarding Chalk Mountain Lodge: Author’'s name un-
known.

When | was a young MM, [I got my three DegreesOhio in
1963] | was stationed at Carswell Air Base, FortriWpoTexas. In
November of 1963 | was on Temporary Duty in SanoArd.
| drove back to Fort Worth through Chalk Mountaimeoveekend, noticed the HUGE sheet Iron Square and
Compasses on the side of the ancient looking mgldiith all the first floor windows boarded up.

My first thought was, "How sad, an abandoned Ldétge

Then | realized it was against Texas Masonic Qoddisplay the Square and Compasses on any building
other than a working Lodge. "This was many yeaferbehey moved.

The next | heard about Chalk Mountain was in thmer of 1964, my Father was visiting from Ohio and
we attended the Dedication of a Hospital Blockhat Texas Masonic Retirement home in Arlington, TKe
speaker cited the minutes of Chalk Mountain Lodgé] for three consecutive months the Secretarynbset
a committee had been charged to get candles fdaitige.

The third month's entry concluded with the statetmbat the Secretary had gone and purchased the ca
dles.

Dad and | drove down to show him the building, ¥éeld peer in between the boards across the windows
there appeared to be poles holding up the second tthroughout the lower story, about every 2 feetach
direction.

| was quite interested in reading the subsequestbry of Chalk
Mountain Lodge and to note that the Huge SquareGordpasses still
adorns the Lodge in its new location.

A SHORT CHALK MOUNTAIN LODGE HISTORY

Chalk Mountain Lodge Number 894 began work undspelsation
from the Grand Lodge of Texas on July 30th 1904e Tbdge was set
to work by R. W. John J. Ray D.D.G.M of the 36tlstdct of the
Grand Lodge of Texas, with Joe Dotson as the\ifstshipful Master.
There were nine members present and 31 visitoree |ddge was
chartered to work on December 8th 1904.

The stated meetings were set for the first Sayuniight on or after
the full moon. The meetings were set to coincidté the full moon as
the members either walked or rode to the meetingsooseback. The light of the full moon made gieafor
them to see their way home after dark.

From 1904 to 1946, only 21 Masters served thedasligh many serving more than one term. At the May
30th 1953 meeting, a bill of 14 dollars was paidtfee last set of oil lamps purchased, prior touke of elec-
tricity, in the lodge. At the stated meeting ofrd®th 1955, the lodge voted to send one of tr@klamps to

Chalk Mountain Lodge Today



Waco to be placed in the Grand Lodge Museum.

The original building was designed and built, bjl.JUnderwood, a member of the lodge. The firgofl
was used as a grocery store and the second flasedaChalk Mountain Lodge. In 1908, Brother Unadeyal
gave the ownership of to the property to C.C. Harknaith Chalk Mountain Lodge retaining ownership o
the second floor lodge. In 1916 Mr. Hammock turtfeel deed of the property over to D.W. Lacky. @33
D.W. Lacky died and the store closed down. Thedéochembers continued meeting in the building at the
original location until 1989. A dispute with thenterwood family descendents who had claimed owigersh
of the land led to the decision to move the sedtout lodge. The lodge owned the second floor it the
first floor or land that it was built upon. Negations to buy the property the lodge was built up@mne un-
successful.

Mr. Stacy Bright of Weatherford a non Mason dodadel acre lot to Chalk Mountain lodge. A foundati
was poured and a concrete block lower first flomceed at the new location. On May 6th 1989 membérs
the lodge and other area Masons, along with coredatke help from Shinn Construction Company Inc. asd
workers cut loose and lifted the second floor lodgéding and moved it %2 mile away and set it op od the
new building.

The lodge has become known as the lodge that wiwdde, and continues to meet on the Saturdayron o
after a full moon. The lodge members stay involuedhe surrounding community. The lodge provides
Thanksgiving Dinners and Christmas Dinners to |deatilies as well as supporting activities at theréle
Way School.

Did U Know? - Brother Charles "Chic" Sale

Charles "Chic" Sale was born August 25, 1885 aasbed away
on November 7, 1936. Named at birth Charles ParBale, he was
a son of Frank Orville and Lillie Belle (Partlowgl8, and brother
of writer, actress Virginia Sale-Wren.

In 1920, after a tour wherein he played "rurattfa he was
engaged by Christie Studios on Gower Street inAmgeles, Cali-
fornia. According to Grace Kingsley in the Jan. &8tion of the
Los Angeles Times, page 1111, "It now comes to tligtat Chic
Sale, appearing at the Orpheum this week, willcmsas his pre-
sent tour is finished, about the middle of next thoreturn to town
in the Capacity of a Christie star. Mr. Sale'stfphotoplay will be
a five-reeler, adapted from Irvin S. Cobb's "TheaBmleck,' after
which he will be starred in other well-known stariguitable to his
talents." The item goes on to mention that Cha@lesstie, busi-
ness head of the Christie studio, entered intonéract with Excep-
tional Pictures to produce the Sale film, to berthated through
Robertson-Cole, and notes Sales' occasional appesran the Ziegfeld Follies and the Shubert WiGar-
den shows. The movie was eventually named "His ,Ndosd co-starred Colleen Moore. Chic played maiy o
the parts himself, the film being a spoof of the &6 "hick”, backwater characterizations that wei® special:
ty.

In 1929, inspired by a carpenter named 'Lem Ruoith his hometown of Urbana, lllinois, Sale wroteel
Specialist, a play about an outhouse builder. Bezawpyright infringement was widespread in Vaulteyvi
Sale enlisted the aid of two newspapermen to atla@tSpecialist into a book. The book sold 200,000ies
in three months and went on to be a million-sellére book was very nearly banned, but Sale chasedids
very carefully to prevent it from being censoretlisTenjoyed great success, and Sale spent thesaeatal
months responding to fan mail.

Sale had a career in Hollywood, appearing in wericomic roles until his death from pneumonia iB6.9
In contrast to his comic roles, one of his loftgapearances came as President Abraham Lincoln3. The
Perfect Tribute was a short film dramatizing Lintsldisappointment at the meagre reaction to his/&mirg
Address. He encounters a dying and blind soldien,wiot knowing he is addressing the President Himse
tells Lincoln how inspiring the speech was. Althbuan obscure figure today, Sale was a well-knowputay

Charles (“Chic") Sale and diminutive
Dickie Moore. In “The Expert.”
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culture figure during the 1930s, and was oftendiigject of jokes by comedians like Groucho Maryaliy
in reference to The Specialist. Chic is also mewibas an aside late in the Marx Brothers film, nAadi
Crackers, in a conversation between Ravelli (CiM@rx) and Groucho's character, Captain Spaulding. F
many years—even after his death—"Chic Sale" was asea euphemism for an outhouse. He is known to
have found this unflattering, calling it "a terekthing to have happen.”

The late comedian Soupy Sales (born Milton Suprahahged his stage name from Soupy Hines to Soupy
Sales in honor of Sale.

Brother Charles "Chic" Sale was a member of Urldaosdge No. 157, Urbana, lllinois.

May We Meet Upon The _|_ Act By The ! And Part Ugdre |_
W. Bro. Dwight D. Seals - Camden Lodge #159 - Cam@#hio

Traces Of Putin's Terrorist Attack Lead To His En@esonic Minister

Polish media published excerpts from a recentlgliphed
book by a renowned Polish Catholic scientist Dran&tlaw
Krajski "Freemasonry against Poland (Masoneria qwae
Polsce)".

Dr. Krajski writes that Russian military intelégce GRU

attached to Russia's General Staff is fully irdiied by Masons.
Thus, the first top Russian who appeared on theescé the
Russian terrorist attack on Polish president's eplaear the
western Russian city of Smolensk April 10, 2010 wasPultin,
but his minister Shoigu, a GRU man.

Moreover, the plane of Polish President Lech kaski was awaited at a military airfield Severnigan
Smolensk by Russian GRU personnel. Shoigu is a reewfbPutin's team. Russian GRU had all the reasons
in addition to Putin's orders, to avenge personallyech Kaczynski for dissolution of GRU affiliaite Poland
- the Polish military intelligence WPI left aftdrd times of communist tyranny.

It is to be recalled that the Russian Generdf &avell known for Masonic conspiracies. Thusmas the
Russian General Staff officers who organized thertbwvown of the last Russian tsar Nicholas andestabe
republican February Revolution in Russia in eaf¢ 71

The membership of Putin's emergency situationssteinShoigu in masonry is also widely known. ltswa
he who organized a few years ago in Russia a pMealsonic search, with Putin's participation, of the
"Northen Gate of Shambhala”, a mystical masoniceugrund country, in Russian-occupied Republic Tuva
in Siberia. And recently Shoigu was awarded byM@sonic superiors.

According to KGB media, this Putin's crook andethbecame on July 5, 2012, an official Masonicdfi
of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta (SMOM)sal known by its original name Sovereign Militaryd®r
of St. John of Jerusalem, and was awarded wittKthght Military Cross, presumably for "mercy, sdiam
and assistance". Surely, organizing Putin's test@itack for his masonic brothers is a valuabteob@ssis:
tance.

The ceremony of awarding the thug was held attdien Embassy in Moscow. The criminal was congrat
ulated there by Grand Master of the Order of MadWlaithew Festing, and Italian Ambassador Antonie Za
nardi Landi, KGB media outlets reported.

Department of Monitoring
Kavkaz Center

Today, November 10, 2012, the United States Marir@orps is 237 years-old
“The Marines | have seen around the world havedieanest bodies, the filthiest minds, the highestfe, and
the lowest morals of any group of animals | haver @een. Thank God for the United States Maringp€lér
Eleanor Roosevelt



ACTING AS CHAPLAIN

"l was embarrassed in lodge tonight!" announcedNbw Brother to the Old Tiler. "I don't think tias-
ter ought to make me feel that way!"

"That's too bad," answered the Old Tiler, withdgaympathy. "Did he call you down for something?"

"Oh, no. The Chaplain was absent, and the Mastexdame to act in his place."

"Why should that embarrass you?" asked the Oler,Tstill sympathetic.

"It embarrassed me horribly to say | wouldn't.”

"Oh, you refused?”

"Of course | refused! My embarrassment was badigimas it was, but to get up in front of the Alsaud
offer a prayer! Man, | couldn't do that!"

"You surprise me!" answered the Old Tiler. "Buttleat pass. Who did act as Chaplain?"

"The Master asked the speaker of the evening, sootber | never saw before. He made a beautifay-pr
er, too. | heard him tell the Master he didn't kribv prayer in the ritual, but the Master said thdh't matter,
which | thought rather odd."

"Can you remember what the stranger said?" asle®Id Tiler.

"Pretty well, I think," answered the New Broth#t.was not long. He went to the Altar and kneeladd
then said 'Almighty Architect of the Universe, ves, Master Masons, standing in a Masonic Lodge extdcot
thy glory, humbly petition that Thou look with favapon this assembly of Thy children. Open our tsetivat
the eternal Masonic truth may find ready entry thatbe enabled to make ourselves square stonasy fi
Thy sight for the great Temple, eternal in Thy heesr We ask it in the name of the All-seeing EymeA."

"That was a pretty prayer,"” responded the OldrTile

"But it wasn't the ritual prayer,” objected theviNBrother.

"No, nor it wasn't by the appointed Chaplain,’oretd the OId Tiler. "What difference does it ma@esod
whether we pray the same prayer at every lodgeiogert must be the sincerity and the thought bettie
prayer which count in His sight, not the words. Buyour refusal to act as Chaplain, it seems toyme put
yourself in an unfortunate position. You shave geiff don't you?"

"Why, er, yes! What has that got to do with it?"

"Tomorrow morning, when you shave yourself, ydo'dk in the mirror and you'll say 'Hello, cowardid
that's not nice, is it?"

"Do you think | was a coward?" asked the New Beothvistfully.

"Scared stiff!" smiled the Old Tiler. "So conceiteso filled with the idea of all your brethren adnyg you,
you couldn't bear to forget yourself, lest theytdalin their admiration. Sure, that's cowardly. Yaucked a
duty because of conceit!"

"Old tiler, you use strong words! It was not cahcé was modesty. | didn't think | was able."

"Don't fool yourself! You told me you were embasad. Why is a man embarrassed in public? Becalse h
is afraid he won't do well, won't make a good appeee, won't succeed, will be ridiculous. So ydused the
pretty compliment the Master paid you, and refugedr brethren the slight service of being their theu
piece."

"But | have never prayed in public!"

"Neither has any other man ever prayed in pullicrgo his first public prayer!" grinned the OldIdr.
"But please tell me why a man should be embarralsstate God? We are taught that He knoweth allgthin
If we can't conceal anything from Him, He knowsailbut you! A man may be ashamed of himself, sty



what he is and has been, but embarrassed, in prageior being embarrassed before you brethretis tban-
ceited. Almost any man is a match for an army ihhe God with him. The man on his feet who talksidlto
God has no need to consider men. If men laugh, sharthem. In all my many years as a Mason, | ngeer
saw any man smile or say a word of ridicule at amg's petition to Deity out loud which touched tiearts of
all present who admired their fearlessness in fatlie Great Architect and saying what was in theairts. |
never heard a man laugh when a Chaplain, ordainedbstitute, made a petition to Deity. Whethavass the
petition in the ritual, or one which came from theart, be sure the Great Architect understooddtfok ask-
ing a blessing in the name of the All-Seeing Eykatndifference does it make to God by what nameale
Him? That is a good Masonic nhame, sanctified byr¢lverent hearts of generations of men and Masons.

"For your own peace of mind, tell your Master yoade a mistake and that you are sorry, and tHas|if
will honor you by giving you an opportunity to préyr our self and your brethren, you will, in thlbsence of
the Chaplain, do your reverent best. And when yoeek before that Altar you will forget, as all Chaips
must who mean what they say, that any listen da&®©nhe to whom the prayer is addressed!"

"Old Tiler, I'll try to do it!" cried the New Maso

"Humph!" grunted the Old Tiler.

The Craft and the Holy Royal Arch

Author Unknown

The ceremonies of the Craft, as we know them todsg/ the result of evolutionary changes that rwose
curred since the beginning of the 18th Century.

The two-degree system of Mediaeval Craft Masowghwed into a three degree system during the %720
and the third Degree was well established by 1730.

It was perhaps inevitable that a further Degrealdithen emerge in which the lost secrets of thiedThDe-
gree were re-discovered.

This was the Holy Royal Arch. & exactly where amden it developed is uncertain, but there is nobtlou
that it was in existence by 1744.

When four London Lodges formed the first Grand ¢@dn 1717, they represented some, but not all the
Lodges in London and Westminster and none outditiead area.

Nevertheless the Roll of Lodges under its jurisdic grew rapidly and in 1723 the first Book of Gtitu-
tions was published. Because Freemasonry was “nmeasy broadsheets, pamphlets and so-called exggsur
of ritual were published.

This caused the Grand Lodge to make certain clsataggtual and ceremonial in order to prevent ezad
of these exposures from gaining admission to Lodges

Many Brethren, who had remained independent fioenGrand Lodge, found these and other changes un-
acceptable. These masons joined with a numbesif masons living in England and formed a SecorahGr
Lodge in 1751 styling themselves “The Most Antiantl Honourable Society of Free and Accepted Mdsons
and became known as “The Antients” The originalr@rhodge became known as “The Moderns”

The attitudes of these two Grand Lodges to theaRaych Degree were very different.

The Antients regarded the Degree as an integrabp&raft Masonry and worked it under the auttyoof
the Warrant of the Lodge. In their 1756 Constitasidhey declared:

” Antient Masonry consists of FOUR Degrees- the¢hof which are, that of Apprentice, the FellovafGr
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is eligible to be admitted to the Fourth Degree, Holy Royal Arch. This Degree is certainly moreyast,
sublime and important than those which precededtia the summit and perfection of Antient Masonry”

It was the Grand Secretary of the Antients, LaceeDermott, who described the Degree as “the rodt a
marrow of Masonry” It was originally restricted tilose who has passed through the Master’'s Chaithtzu
rule was gradually relaxed.

The attitude of the Premier Grand Lodge was vastfgrent. It considered the degree to be no pa@raft
Masonry. It actively discouraged Grand Officerarirboecoming Royal Arch Masons and forebade Lodges un
der their Jurisdiction from conferring the degree.

Within a few years, however, members of Moderndeas] having visited Antient Lodges and developed
interests in The Royal Arch, set up meetings oif ten in defiance of their Grand Lodge.



The Grand Master, Lord Blaney, and the Grand $a&gré Premier Grand Lodge) were both exalted as
were many Grand Lodge Officers, but still non-radtign continued. Finally, under a “Charter of Ccapy
granted by Lord Blaney in 1766, a Grand Chapter eveated

It was a separate administration from Grand Loalge although tolerated, was not to be officiallgag-
nized for another fifty years.

The Antients administered the Royal Arch by a cotte®m of their Grand Lodge. Although the latterledl
that committee a Grand Lodge, its work remainechanged, and the Royal Arch Degree was still thethou
Degree conferred by Craft Lodges.

This was the situation when the two Grand Lodgeted in 1813.

The position of the Chapter was a bone of cormantvhich caused many problems. A compromise \was
finally agreed upon and the Preliminary Declaratibthe Book of Constitutions stated, as it doew,ntbat:

“Pure Antient Masonry consists of three Degreas mm more, viz., those of the Entered Apprentideg T
Follow Craft and the Master Mason including the i®ape Order of the Holy Royal Arch”

So although it is called an Order and not a degreé is conferred in another assembly called gp@hait
is firmly linked to the Craft.

Chapters are subordinate to the Supreme Grandt&@hafpEngland, whose Principal Officers and Of#isi
are exactly the same as those of the United Grange.of England.

Supreme Grand Chapter was formed in 1817. Sinee the ceremonies of the Craft and Chapter have
gradually evolved into their present form, alwagbering to the principles and tenets of the Oraer @ways
observing the Antients Landmarks of the Cratft.

It is natural for a keen Master Mason to enquivewa other Masonic Degrees. If he enjoys his masand
has friends in these other degrees he may be tdnptpin one of them in order to increase hisleiraf
friends and his knowledge of masonry.

In time it might be sensible for him to do so, hot before he has become a Royal Arch Mason.

There are good reasons for this. The Chapterngyfilinked to the Craft and is the only other Qroéi-
cially recognized by Grand Lodge.

It is the sequel to the Third Degree and the CGpfitone of Freemasonry.

Without the Holy Royal Arch no Brother can claiolte a complete Mason and he should therefore be-
come a member before contemplating ant further Miagarogress.

Comment

| uncovered this paper when searching through kigsonic Education” computer library today and once
again | believe | have been led to piece of Mas&itiacation that is very worth sharing.

Due to my lack of knowledge on certain period$iasonic history | am unable to confirm or deny som
statements made by the writer, however, lackintutdevidence to the contrary, | am very willingsiopport
the “Unknown” authors work.

MEC. Norman McEvoy Grand First Principal
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons Of British Colbian& Yukon (Canada)

Freemasons to Discuss Armenia’s Presidential Eleoms

YEREVAN. — Meeting of the world’s Armenian masons|
be held soon in Armenia’s capital city Yerevanyinak daily
reports.

“The freemason’s grand Armenian lodge will disctes mat-
ter of Armenia’s forthcoming presidential electiomfie Armeni-
an freemasons will decide as to who their candidaliebe for
the 2013 presidential elections.

Well-known attorney Armen Janian from the US, filaker
Ruben Gevorgyants, a variety of other politicaufigs are con-
sidered as the meeting’'s influential faces. [Alst\e have
learned that one of Armenia’s former presidentseflise] could
attend this meeting,” Iravunk writes.



What's In A Name

12 '## (& # 3 45 & & &
may be a lot closer then we think. Maybe cousisgeisd of Brothers.

From The National Heritage Museum Website

Every so often, we stumble across an ar-
tifact in the Scottish Rite Masonic Museum
& Library collection that prompts a great
deal of intrigue among museum staff. This
photograph of a deceased member of the
Loyal Order of Moose finds itself in that
category. | must admit that prior to my arri-
val as a volunteer at the museum, | was not
especially well versed in the history and
practice of fraternal groups. Sure, | had
heard of the Elks and the Lions, but aside
from that, | was somewhat of a novice in the
field of fraternalism. Upon further investiga-
tion, | was surprised to find that although
literature on the group is relatively scarce,
the Loyal Order of Moose boasts an impres-
sive list of members. Amongst the ranks are
former presidents, astronauts, sports leg-
ends, and a cornucopia of Hollywood icons,
including Charlie Chaplin (1889-1977),

Henry Ford (1863-1947), and Larry Bird (b.
1956).

Due to the strict funeral regulations of the Mgasewhich each member, regardless of rank, is idexl/
the same procession, it is difficult to deciphas farticular man’s place within the hierarchy loé¢ torganiza-
tion. There are, however, a few clues in the plio&d provide us with a small amount of informatregard-
ing his identity. Present alongside the caskef@uefuneral wreaths reading, “Uncle,” “Brother,Ofe,” and
“Moose 679.” The last wreath is the one that imragady struck me as potentially useful. With thephed the
official website of the Loyal Order of Moose, | fodi that “Moose 679" most likely refers to the Spfiald,
Vermont, chapter of the organization.

The remaining three wreaths however, proved tsligatly more enigmatic than their peer. While itiin
would suggest that the words “Uncle” and “Brothardicate this man’s position on his family tredpund
myself at a loss for an explanation of the wordeé'‘ORfter a series of investigations that bore notf | stum-
bled upon the definition of the word “Ole” as a Bdmavian name. Keeping in line with my theory ttrase
wreaths represented the various hames to whicmtaismay have answered, | felt that this was farentike-
ly an explanation than others | had found. The faat the photo can be dated between 1890 and t8R0,
pled with my limited knowledge of the history of nimigration to the United States, suggested that a ofia
Scandinavian descent with the first name “Ole” dodve been living around Springfield, Vermont,idgr
this time period. Although this is mere speculatithrese few details hint at the possibility thas fhicture was
taken during the funeral ceremony of Ole, a mendighe Springfield, Vermont, Moose Lodge #679, who
never fathered any children.

Though popular during the 1800s, the practicehmitpgraphing the dead for memorial purposes hasin
waned in popularity. Any number of conclusions tendrawn as to why post-mortem photography met its
demise. For me, the increasing accessibility otpigi@phy itself seems like a likely catalyst. As firocess of
taking a photograph became less formal and moem @veryday activity, people had far less reasdmatee
such portraits of loved ones taken after their lnlebibwever, the formal aspects of this picture taeeones
that provide us with hints at the biography of axmadnose legacy may have otherwise been confinegltonl
those who knew him.



General Santa Anna’s Masonic Apron

by Blake Bowden

In June of 2007, while | was visiting Morten Magoihodge in Richmond Texas
where my good friend Tony Hernandez was being lilestas Worshipful Master, | was
touring the lodge, looking at the old pictures e tvalls, when | saw a picture that
stood out. Most of the pictures were of old buitghrand scenes that held Masonic sig-
nificance to the Lodge but this was different.

This was a picture of an unusual Masonic apraid inot recognize the apron as one
used by any Lodge | had visited. It looked hand en&dter asking several of the mem-
bers present, "What was in this picture?". "Oht'she photograph of Santa Anna.s Ma-
sonic Apron" | was told.

| had never heard of Santa Anna having a Masopioior for that matter his evegeneral Santa Anna
having been a Mason.

| asked if anyone knew anything about the aproif threy knew where it was and no one seemed tavkno
anything about it except they thought it was on ohthe ranches in the area. | was told that SAntza at-
tended Lodge meetings in that area and this waagtan he wore.

| decided that | would search for Santa Anna's dvias
Apron and maybe, just maybe there might be soneeasting
things | could learn.

After several months of calling and visiting prornt lo-
cal ranches, Libraries and Museums, asking countiestori-
ans and calling quite a few Masonic Lodges in thels Tex-
as area, no one seemed to have any knowledge @fpitom,
its location or even of its existence.

One Masonic historian i bumped into told me heutita
there was something in the Grand Lodge Museum ahodit
search of the archives of the Museum and Libraryodnd
Lodge of Texas turned up an article published i Texas
Mason Magazine in 1934 where three men, with teerlame
of Stiles visited a lodge in Clarksville Texas witlhat they

General Santa Anna’s Masonic Apron claimed was Santa Anna's Masonic Apron.

They said the Apron was given by Santa Anna toaa m
named John Stiles who was assigned as his guaSaimyHouston. Probably not to prevent his escapgepbu
prevent him from being killed.

The article also said the Apron was owned by @eledent of John Stiles who lived in Broken Bow Okla
homa.

| called the Chamber of Commerce in Broken Bowabkima and a very nice female voice answered the
phone. | told her that | was with a Masonic Libraryd Museum in Houston Texas and that | was loofong
Santa Anna's Masonic Apron. She said "You are lupkor WHAT?".

| told her again that | was looking for Santa Asndasonic Apron. Silence, "Who is Santa Anna2dl+
ized that | was not speaking with someone familisin Texas history so | knew | had to explain.

| explained to her that Texas and Mexico had litils conflict just east of Houston and they gota a big
fight, the Texan General was named Sam Houstorttentflexican General was named Santa Anna. She was
quiet for a while and then said "And just when @IS happen?".

"WHO did you say you were again?....... Look herel.don't think | can help you... but, if thiashanything
to do with History you probably need to speak wiith head of our local Historical Society, Lewidedi.

Hmmm ... Lewis Stiles, It couldn't be that easyldat?

Lewis Stiles, a rather unassuming gentleman aresivtre phone. | explained to him who | was and that
was looking for Santa Anna's Masonic Apron. He séue got it".. | told him again, | am with the ldeton
Masonic Library and Museum and | am looking for t8alinna's Masonic Apron. He said "l've got it".

After the third time | asked him he started toglul was not sure | was hearing correctly aftethsa long
time of asking that question of so many people.



| drove to Broken Bow, Oklahoma and had a verg wisit with Lewis Stiles. Lewis related to me flhen-
ily tradition as he knew it of how the Apron waven to his great, great, great, great, great gedhef and
that it had been passed down through each sucgegdmmeration according to John Stiles instructiwhgh
were, the apron would go to the oldest Stileshin ducceeding generation who was a Mason. And tihese
structions have been carried out. Lewis Stilesiscm Mason and is set to receive the Apron whertiimes
comes.

The whereabouts or even the existence of Santa'aiMiasonic Apron has been widely debated, and-most
ly only rumored in the Masonic historical commurutytil now.

For the historical community, the more detailghe# origin of an item and details of its autherttaa the
more comfortable everyone is.

Finding the Apron was a very enjoyable task andtmg and visiting Lewis Stiles was indeed an hdoor
me.

How Freemasonry Tamed A Territory

THE STORY OF MONTANA3 -7 -77

From The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newslefiune 2008

In the summer of 1862, Nathaniel Pitt LangfordMbhnesota, was one of dozens of men who signe@ @mt
expedition, led by Capt. James L. Fisk, to crossibrthern plains by wagon train and head into @adtlontana
to seek their fortunes and create a new life fentbelves. At this time, Langford was 30. Born i32& West-
moreland, New York, Langford was raised and educatdNew York State. In 1854, at age 22, he staniedni-
gration west by first stopping in Minnesota wheeglecame a merchant and was raised a Master Masen ihe
Grand Lodge of Minnesota, an event which provebea key development in his character often ovidddy
historians. He was proud of his Masonic heritagdwas proficient in his degree work.

Bros. Meriwether Lewis and William Clark (St. LeuiLodge No. 111, MO) brought the first group of teh
explorers across Montana in 1805 and 1806 as pdheo expedition to the northwest. They were elgdol-
lowed by fur trappers and traders. Aside from tMentana remained the domain of the Indian...ugagld was
discovered.

Well before Montana was recognized as a territdrthe United States, gold was found in southweshéon-
tana in the early 1860's. With this news, prospsechurried to the area and makeshift villages beggpop-up.
Since there was not yet a territorial governmenthta, law was governed by mining camps who woutd fri-
vate sheriffs to administer justice, usually witixed results.

Langford and the Fisk Expedition found its wayotingh the plains of Montana with little incidenthid been a
long and hard trip, but they were now approachivegend of their journey. Shortly before they reactie moun-
tains, the expedition split into different directgowith Langford's group heading towards the soatitw

The group of about a dozen men stopped alonges benk one day at noon to take refreshment and wer
about to resume their journey when three or fousémen appeared, coming out of the mountains, eilefssm
head-to-toe as mountain men. As such, the Fiskpgeyed them suspiciously and checked their weapooase
of trouble, particularly Langford who was attenditaghis horse towards the back of the group. Faittly, the
riders presented no threat as all but one rodetpasgroup without stopping to talk. The one loiter stopped
and dismounted to talk to the men at the fronhefdroup who were yoking the oxen. Langford
was out of earshot as to what was being said leutdinversation was brief and the rider mountedhbise again.

As he was about to leave, he turned and asketap®if you are lucky this summer you may get anchdo
visit our neigbours to the south - Montana. If ymul trust you will not be unlucky and be stoppgdbe of their
State Troopers. However, if you are take noticthefshoulder patch on their uniform. It contains tlumbers 3-7
-77.

As you contemplate the patch and its strange ntsnbend while the trooper writes up a speedinkgticyou
can think back to the following paper presentedbBro. Cantwell to the Brethren of Kitchener #95past of
Beacon #190’s District Education Challenge predemta

"Whose train is this?"

62, 7 & & & # / 6

"Where are you from?"

"From Minnesota."

"How many men were there in your train?"



"About one hundred and thirty."

"Was there a man named H.A. Biff in your train™

"No, sir! No such man."

"Did you ever hear of such a man?"

"I never did," replied one.

"l know of no one of that name," said another

This dialogue caught the attention of LangfordfdBe the rider could leave, Langford approached bim
horseback and offered him the token and word ofast®t Mason. The two shook hands fervently for batth
found a Brother they could talk to and trust. Tlve tode the rest of the day together describing theckgrounds
and talking about Bannack, the small mining towrerehLangford was heading. Langford found the mabpeta
warm and intelligent brother Mason and enjoyedcbimipany immensely. Likewise, Langford was the filsison
the rider had met in Montana and they talked ag-lost friends for hours, much to the bewildermehthe oth-
ers.

After the two had established a warm rapport aggtdbed their Masonic upbringing, the rider betzagive
Langford a picture of the lay of the land. He warh@ngford how the area was growing due to the gadth, and
how some miners who struck gold had a tendencystapgear or were found dead. There was littlenyf, &aw
enforcement or government in the area. Consequemndy
advised Langford to keep a low profile and watch héck.

The two eventually parted on the square with terrhead-
ing off to rejoin his comrades. Langford took hesfdhis
Brother's advice.

As the Fisk group continued their trek, Langforérm
veled at the power of Freemasonry and dwelled an hi
chance meeting with his fraternal Brother. Sumnzat iv-
en way to autumn and Langford knew their trip tonBack
was coming to an end. The group camped on the Klulla
road near the summit of the Rockies. It was a pésigue
spot where the mountains surrounded them and wad li
night by the moon and a curtain of stars. The gérg gran-
deur of the Rockies stirred Langford's soul andvhated to
celebrate their arrival. Knowing there were twoasttMa-
sons in his Bannock Historical Lodge No. 3-7-77tyane
recruited Bro. George Charlton and Bro. George Ggh®, Bannock Historical Lodge No. 3-7-77
like Langford, were all members of Minnesota Lodgesl
the trio ascended the summit for the purpose ohiogean informal Lodge of Master Masons as genamatiof
Masons have done before them, complete with Bggjaare and compass. Being more proficient in Masous-
tom than his Brothers, Langford acted as Worshipfaster. Inspired by the moment, the Masonic warts ritu-
al came back to Langford with fluidity and precrsi@d\ll agreed it was a beautiful degree and cordulrtheir faith
in their Masonic heritage. None realized the sigarice of this "epochal” event as Langford woullll itarepre-
senting the very first Lodge of Master Masons éwadd in Montana and ultimately foretold the evdntshape the
territory. The date: Monday, September 23rd, 18d#se three Brothers, by their actions, becamé&3hm "3-7
=77,

Bannack was located on the southeastern edgesafdivly created Idaho Terrtory (the southwest aoafie
modern Montana). Bannack was isolated from any teengtorial jurisdiction, without any form of gouwament.
But man is a social animal requiring structurehe form of agreed upon rules, regulations and [aishout
them, chaos quickly follows, which Bannack felltine to, and became a convenient target for outlatvs orga-
nized into gangs of roving desperados.

Such was the environment Langford and his pad iato in the fall of 1862. Bannack was far frdm tivili-
zation known to Langford in New York or even Mino&s Such an environment would test any Freemadun w
believed in justice, religion, and brotherhood italid with Langford, who would stand out as dapilof Bannack
society based on his strong moral convictions.

Langford restricted his close confidants to thbeecould trust, especially Brother Masons.Amongftiends
was Bro. William H. Bell who was a Mason from Sauis. In November 1862, Bell fell victim to mountdever
and, as his dying wish, requested Langford give &iMasonic funeral. When Bell passed, his body taken to
the cabin of Bro. C.J. Miller and Langford spreld tword from mouth to ear for all Masons in theaaticeassem-
ble at Miller's cabin for the funeral. He did nettiaipate the response his call would result irr, the chain of



events that would ensue.

Word of the Masonic funeral was carefully passedifone Brother to another around Bannack. As tineset
on November 12th, the Masons began to assemblallat'8Icabin, some came alone, others in groupsthey
kept coming. Langford had expected perhaps a hhofiMasons to heed his call. Instead, dozens appda pay
their Masonic respects to their fallen Brother.rBany Masons appeared that they moved the funesalldaoger
cabin nearby. Langford conducted the services patlsoand 76 Brothers deposited the evergreen IFsRgave.

These 76 Brothers, along with the deceased Bstatme the "77" in "3-7-77".

The Masons were pleasantly surprised by their nusnlsior to the funeral, it had not occurred tgare that the
fraternity was so well represented in the area.s€quently, they began to hold lodge meetings irséoairity of
the mountains, away from prying eyes and easyléo These meetings became important to the Masatgnly
to reaffirm their Masonic obligations but to estsblthe support network they needed to surviveangegrous
times.

The "7" in "3-7-77" is the keystone of our alghnt and represents the culmination of our storyhéugh, it is
the main component that lead to law and order imtslioa, it would be for naught without the first twariables
in place.

Recognizing the need for organizing a tightly bdgnoup, seven members swore allegiance to bringalad
order to the area. On December 22, 1863 a vigileatle was administered by Wilber Sanders, nephetweohew
Chief Justice of the territory, Sidney Edgertonthodasons from Ohio.

It was these seven Brothers, by their actions,itbeame the "7" in "3-7-77".

They formalized the oath in writing the next day:

We the undersigned uniting ourselves in a pastythie purposes of arresting thieves and murder-
ers and recover stolen property do pledge oursetwesur sacred honor each to all others and sol-
emnly swear that we will reveal no secrets, violadedlaws of right and never desert each other or
our standard of justice and seal them 23 of DeceriB63."Vigilantes were not uncommon in the
wild west, particularly in the wilderness and lolysgoverned territories. But this Montana group

| "
tics of Freemasonry.

The ranks of the vigilantes swelled immediatelyhmiiangford and many other Masons joining the grag
well as other non-Masons concerned with law an@érofderchants, miners, and professional men atikeep the
committee, but membership in the vigilantes wasell guarded secret since they probably feared salsrifrom
the outlaws.

It is not known who specifically invented the eagsion "3-7-77", but it became the calling cardhefvigilan-
tes. In fact, the mysterious numbers actually dittappear until the 1870's as the vigilantes wésbashding. It
would be found carved in trees and brandished artowns as an intriguing warning to outlaws nodligrupt the
peace and harmony of Montana. For if they did wiaening implied the vigilantes would not hesitatea¢assem-
ble and take justice into their hands again.

Vigilantism in today's society is unimaginable.tBiven the climate of the times, e.g., alone i wilderness
with the "civilized" country at war with itself, is understandable how the turn of events cametalidere the
vigilantes wrong for taking the law into their olwands? Perhaps. But we, as members of the 21sirgeate not
fit to judge. Bottom-line, we must look at the emdult: the robberies and killings stopped and ¢ order
came to Montana.

There have been numerous books and articles wottethe Vigilantes of Montana. Over the yearstonians
sifted through newspaper clippings of the time amdilable court and territorial records. We musheeber
American journalism, particularly in the west, hadlare for the dramatic at the expense of actaetist Further,
governmental records in a frontier town were pcady non-existent. Regardless of how historiartajoprotest
Plummer's innocence, they had no way of knowingng precise detail of the events that occurred.eMor-
portantly, they didn't have any knowledge of thetoms and character of the Masonic Fraternity.

In this author's opinion, most of the historiamsy "missed it."

W. Bro. Bob Cantwell

WM Beacon #190

References:
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WBro Tim Bryce

WBro Eugene Dunwebber

The Grand Lodge of Montana www.grandlodgemontagéa.or



Masonic Lodges Membership Helped Build Ray County

By Linda Emley

On Tuesday, July 10, | went to Columbia to vikg tMissouri
Lodge of Research, which houses the records oA.&l& A.M
Lodges in Missouri. A.F.& A.M. stands for Ancientelé and Ac-
cepted Masons.

“Freemasonry” dates to the Biblical days when K8ajomon’s
temple was being built. The Masons played a roléuilding
many of the cathedrals of Europe and became atiedterganiza-
tion in London in 1717.

The father of our country, George Washington, wasember
of the Masonic Lodge in Fredericksburg, Va. Whemias sworn L
in as our first President in 1791 in New York Cihjs hand was;nhde,\tl’glltﬂ'r,l,?a?r? Stgz(;‘tgrghn"ggsﬁggsrggrtﬂfeCMogsegr?S,
resting on a Masonic Bible that had been borrowenh {St. John’s lodge. (Submitted photo)

Lodge.

Harry Truman, one of our favorite local presidemias also a Mason. Many presidents and early Araeri
patriots were members of a Masonic Lodge.

There have been rumors about the Masons overeidus ybut they are just a fraternal organizatia lie-
lieves in a Supreme Being who is the “Great Ardattitdf the Universe.” To be a member one must Heast
18 years old and be a man who has good morals goddareputation. In my book, that means they aag
God-fearing men who are working together for thedyof all mankind.

I've been researching Freemasonry for many yearsny visit to the Lodge of Research was even bette
than | had expected. My mission was to find outash as | could about the Masonic lodges of RaynBou
was the guest of Lloyd Lyon, who is a friend frame Hale Lodge. He was also researching Ray Coultg’s
sonic past because he just finished a story ongagedunn, which covers his personal life and his di$ a Ma-
son.

There are currently four Masonic Lodges still aetin Ray County. They are Richmond Lodge # 57,-Bee
hive Lodge # 393 in Lawson, Ada Lodge # 444 in @rand Ray Lodge # 223 in Camden.

There were a number of lodges in the past than@aidenger active, including Camden # 197, Kingarr#

309 in Knoxville, Hardin # 322, Myrtle # 338 in Millle, Harmony # 384 in Vibbard and Unity # 409 in
Richmond. | am still collecting info about thesédes so this story is a brief history of Richmoradige # 57.

The 1881 Ray County History Book gives the follogriaccount: “RICHMOND LODGE, NO. 57, A. F. &

A. M. The first meeting, looking to the organizatiof this lodge, was held July 16, 1842. The détdispen-
sation, or by whom instituted, was not reported| ae have been unable to ascertain. Its charatesd Oc-

, 89 89 # - # #, - & !
David Bullock, Caleb Tompkins, John Jackson, Whlliedudgins, James H. Smith, Charles V. Hern, AuAtin
King, J. C. Richardson, and Wm. Berry. Of the aboaened charter members, only the last named are now
living.
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Ballard, tiler. R. B. Kice, of this lodge, is distrdeputy grand master, and also district lectufbe members
of this lodge owned a well furnished and commodibak, which, together with all their books, jewelsga-
lia, furniture, etc., was destroyed by a cyclonmell, 1878. Since the organization of Richmondjéoaver
600 persons have become members there.”

Charles R. Morehead was the first Worshipful Mastieen it was formed in 1842. This title is giventhe
man in charge of the lodge for each new year.

As the history book told us, the first lodge wasttoyed by a tornado. It was located on the thaar of a
building on the southwest corner of the squareyTthen moved to the south of the square, one bloedt,
and this building was destroyed by a fire in 18Bbe second lodge was next to the old J.C. Penrigibgi
that is now a parking lot. The third lodge was 56 East North Main St. and was dedicated on S&pt1925.
Lodge #57 moved to its current location on Clane&tand dedicated the new building on Aug 7, 2010.
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Since the Richmond lodge records were destroyelB#8 and 1895, the yearly records submitted to the
Missouri Grand Lodge were used to retrace thetiohys There were no records filed in 1847 and 1818,
the reason for this is not known. During the CiMar, no records were filed from 1861 to 1863. I haen
reported that they did not meet during these yegaesto the war, which was the case with many lobalches
and other organizations.

Many prominent men of Ray County have been Masaohkjding Gov. Austin King, David Whitmer, John
Shotwell, George Trigg, George Dunn, C.T. Garnaiadl Hendley, Judge Devellblss, Dr. John Babeujd.o
McGegade, Robert Sevier, Nelson Hill, George Lasleland Arthur Littman.

While at the Lodge of Research, | ran across gortant local Mason that | didn’t know existed. \eave
been unable to find any record of Alexander Doniphaing a Mason. Most of his friends were, butsheat
mentioned in any of the local records.

| was looking over the lodge file for Platte Cihgping to find something about Doniphan and ranssa
letter from Richmond that was sent to Platte Gityt865. It was on the letterhead of the Grand Mastieo is
the number one Mason in the state, and was signédhn F. Houston.

After a little more research, we found that Houasteas the Grand Master in 1864 and 1865. These \were
important years due to the Civil War. He died & #ge of 47 in 1871 and was honored with a largerfl
when he was buried in Richmond. After reading Hoguary, we now think that John Houston was the man
that was being talked about in 1917 when the Richunioodge was celebrating the 200th anniversarhef t
forming of the first Grand Lodge, which was in Lamd Rev. Aker was quoted as saying “The only man wh
is not criticized by some individual in Richmoneeaps over yonder on the hill,” he said, pointinghe direc-
tion of the cemetery.

More stories of John Houston and Ray’s local Iedgél be coming soon, but if you want to learn mor
about them first hand, you can attend the FirstuahiHouse of Hope Fish Fry that is being sponsdred
Richmond Masonic Lodge # 57 on Friday, July 20.dluwill be served from 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. anchdm
will be served from 5 p.m. to whenever they run oiufish and chips. So plan on coming over to ther&
Club at 400 Wollard Blvd. for food, fun and mayh&e some tales of Richmond’s past.

Have a good story for Linda? You can see her ms@eat Ray County Museum during business hours or
send her an e-mail at rayc...@aol.com
IRONTON, Ohio (WSAZ) -- ransacked the old Masobadige in putting the community on alert.

Lodge members are disturbed by the damage lefbddefihirteen windows total were broken -- shatfere

Access was gained through a second-story bathroom.

“He climbed up (and) gained access here throughradbf,” said Dwayne Hall, a trustee at the Masonic
Lodge.

There's no question the damage was pretty bad@ot the floors in the historic downtown buildingut,
it's what happened on the fourth floor where thagéo offices and meeting rooms are located thOldtdm
Masonic Lodge Vandalized
at angers them the most.

“When we got up here, there was this thick yeldwst all over the floor from where they had spratfes
fire extinguisher. It was like 3 or 4 inches thickaid Rod DePriest, a trustee at the lodge. "Titile canister
did a lot of damage here.”

The lodge is a sacred space to the masons, wgimalrfurnishings and woodwork dating back almb30
years. Its members are at a loss for why someomndgdwarget them with such anger.

“l just don’t understand why someone would comeelend vandalize just for the sake of vandalizigg®*
Priest said.
Ironton Police have two suspects. Masonic Lodgmbezs estimate it will be expensive to fix the dgma
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"Freemasonry has endured not because of its @mgtigis influence, or its social standing, but be-
cause there have been so many who have livechie. effectiveness of Masonic teachings will always
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deeds and it is in our deeds that Freemasonry terkaown to non-Masons. The only way that the
Craft can be judged is by its product. The presbtfFreemasonry lies squarely on the shoulders of
each of us.<b>[BRO. G. WILBUR BEST]"



Did You Know - Brother Little Jimmy Dickens

James Cecil Dickens was born December 19, 19Bbinp West Virginia. He is
better known as "Little Jimmy Dickens" and is an éman country music singer
famous for his humorous novelty songs, his smak,s4'11", and his rhinestone-
studded outfits. He has been a member of the Gdadpry for 64 years and is a
member of the County Music Hall of Fame. Dickengdrehis musical career in the
late 1930s, performing on a local radio stationlevlaittending West Virginia Uni-
versity. He soon quit school to pursue a full-timesic career, and travelled the
country performing on various local radio statiemsler the name "Jimmy the Kid."
The mid-1940s found Dickens working as a solo actidrge stations in the Mid-
west. He moved from WING in Dayton, Ohio, to WLW @incinnati, and until
1948 he worked for WKNX in Saginaw, Michigan. Atet latter station he met
country giant Roy Acuff (also a Mason), who inviteitn to make a guest appear-
ance on the Grand Ole Opry when Roy Acuff introdluben to Art Satherly at Columbia Records and offi-
cials from the Grand Ole Opry. Dickens signed vithlumbia in September and joined the Opry in August
Around this time he began using the nickname, d_ifiilmmy Dickens, inspired by his short stature kBits
recorded many novelty songs for Columbia, includi@guntry Boy," "A-Sleeping at the Foot of the Beaild
“I'm Little But I'm Loud."” His song "Take an Old @oTater (And Wait)" inspired Hank Williams to nick
name him "Tater". Later, telling Jimmy he needddtaWilliams penned "Hey Good Lookin™ specificafior
Dickens in only 20 minutes while on a Grand Ole YOjour bus. A week later Williams cut the song haths
jokingly telling him, "That song's too good for ybu

In 1950, he formed the Country Boys with musicida®bo Arrington, Grady Martin, Bob Moore and
Thumbs Carllile. It was during this time that heativered future Hall of Famer Marty Robbins at ad®x,
Arizona television station while on tour with Gra@dke Opry road show. In 1957, Dickens left the @r&ie
Opry to tour with the Philip Morris Country Musich®w. In 1962, Dickens released "The Violet and|the
Rose," his first top ten single in 12 years. Durit8H4, he became the first country artist to citbke globe
while on tour, and also made numerous TV appeasancéuding The Tonight Show with Johnny Carson. In
1965 he released his biggest hit, "May the BirdPafadise Fly Up Your Nose" reaching No. 1 on thenty
chart and No. 15 fifteen on the pop chart. In tite 1960s, he left Columbia for Decca Records,rbafwov-
ing again to United Artists in 1971. That same y@amarried his wife, Mona, and in 1975, he retdreethe
Grand Ole Opry. In 1983, Dickens was inducted thi Country Music Hall of Fame. He joined producers
Randall Franks and Alan Autry for the In the Hehth® Night cast CD “Christmas Time’'s A Comin™ per
forming "Jingle Bells" with the cast on the CD mded on Sonlite and MGM/UA for one of the most papu
Christmas releases of 1991 and 1992 with Southsmilers. Recently, Dickens has made appearancas in
number of music videos by fellow country musiciau &Vest Virginia native Brad Paisley (also a Mastg
has also been featured on several of Paisley'smalliu bonus comedy tracks along with other Oprynstalys
such as George Jones and Bill Anderson. They diectioely referred to as the Kung-Pao BuckaroosthW
the passing of Hank Locklin in March 2009, Dickdéexame the oldest living member of the Grand OleyOp
at the age of 90. He still makes regular appeasase host at the Opry, often with the self-degineg joke
that he is also known as "Willie Nelson after tadxes

Brother Little Jimmy Dickens belongs to Hiram Ledg7, Franklin, Tennessee and in fact he signethBro
er Brad Paisley’s petition and sponsored him insolodge!
May We Meet Upon The _|_Act By The ! And Part Ugdre |_
W. Bro. Dwight D. Seals - Camden Lodge #159 - Camdehio
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"For centuries had Freemasonry existed ere mopielitical controversies were ever heard of, and whe
the topics which now agitate society were not knolaut were all united in brotherhood and affectibknow
the institution to be founded on the great prirespdf charity, philanthropy and brotherly love.[BWER]"



The Origin of our Institution and Mediaeval Masonry

From “The Educator” http://www.theeducator.ca/bigofthecraft/the-origin-of-our-institution-and-miadval-masonry/
Adapted by VW. Bro Norman McEvoy from a paper byBYo. A. J. Chapman, P.M., 28th June, 1945.

It may be truthfully said that the beginnings sé&masonry are unknown, and
that the actual history of Freemasonry, as we kitdaday, can strictly be consid-
ered to commence only from that period which giuesreliable information by
means of Lodge records. The earliest minute boellesimg to Scottish Masonry are
dated 1599, and no Lodge records in England arekrio exist, even as late as the
17th century. There is only the record of a singdege (Alnwick) between 1700
and the date of the formation of the first Grandig® in 1717.

The object of this paper is to trace as far asibte the growth of Freemasonry.

From the earliest date at which the organisatidrarseable, down to the time when
operative masonry began to develop into speculatitiee 17th and early 18th cen-
turies, at the same time indicating as far as @adrertained, the conditions and
customs of our early brethren.

That there have been masons form earliest timesident. Such remains as have been left to us fhe
period between Roman times and the Norman Conqguésie form of stone churches, crosses and otlo@umm
ments, prove their existence, but no record remaiiriee system of training, organisation if any,tloe work-
ing conditions of the very early craftsman.

No doubt their numbers were small, as wood aay wlere the ordinary building materials in Britainthat
period, buildings erected in stone being compaeitivare. The art of building in squared stones anmtar
was almost certainly introduced by the Church, seeims to have required the importation of craftsfram
the Continent. Bede informs us that soon aftefdbh@ding of Wearmouth in 674, Benedict Biscop duug
Gaul for masons to build him a stone church. Stfrit¥ialso, who died in 709, is recorded as havimgught
masons from Rome to build his church.
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very active supporters of the building industryd dhe probability is that Freemasonry had its frsginnings
about that time, and that some form of organisatixisted among the increasing number of workmen.

By the 13th century large and elaborate buildiwgse being erected, and from this time onward veeadte
to trace Freemasonry as a continuous institutioa.n&ed not look for an exactly similar instituti@as, in the
passage of time, changes must inevitably take place

The long series of some 1500 building accounps kethe Public Records Office, relate to evengmerom
Henry 111 (1216-1272) to the 17th century. Fromd@duilding records it is possible to gain mucloinfation
which enables us to draw a fairly accurate pictirde early building industry.

The earliest mention of a Lodge, as far as caaskbertained, is in a record of Vale Royal Abb&78, but
no doubt Lodges existed at a much earlier periacha@ily the Lodge was a workshop and store, andcessi:
ty to every building of any size.

It probably served several other purposes. A wmgrklay was very long and some meals were of nidgess
partaken. It was also a custom to take a siestalalay, and they also had their “Drinking Timeshdaas no
doubt the Lodge would be used for these purposemuld all tend to develop a social aspect.

From old building accounts for materials for binlg the Lodge, the picture we get is of a closebden
shed roofed with boards, straw, reeds, or tiled, mormally accommodating from twelve to twenty maso
There are instances on record of two or more Lothgésy erected a one building at the same time} 8&le
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Lodges were also often established at the qeas@netimes far distant from the building. It &t antil we
reach the seventeenth century that the word “Lodgeietimes came to be used in the sense of a badg-0
sons associated with a particular town instead it & particular building. The winter working houngere
from daylight to dark, with one hour for dinner dafifteen minutes for “drinking” in the afternoomhe sum-
mer hours were from sunrise to thirty minutes befeunset, with one hour for dinner, thirty minutes
“sleeping” and thirty minutes for “drinking”. Thevarage working hours would thus be about 8 3/Ahewin-
ter months, and 12 1/4 in the summer months. Oocarded complaint is that “divers artificers anddakers
waste much part of the day in late coming untorthrk, early departing there from, long sittingtheir
breakfast, dinner and noon meat, and long timgosigeafter noon”.



Mediaeval wage rates are generally expressed asish per day, week or fortnight, and occasionad\sq
much per annum. There appears to be a differemtiati the daily rate of pay as the days lengthefiéds in
the London regulations of 1275-1296 fixed the masdaily wage at 3 pence in winter, 4 pence inrgpand
autumn, and 5 pence in summer. Living accommodatiorsome cases at least, was provided, but whether
within or outside the Lodge is not clear. Occasligren allowance of beer was made. Taking a gereratage
of the dalily rate of pay, we find a gradual upwiaddency, although at times fluctuating, from 4qeeper day
in the 13th century, to 2 to 4 pence per day atdginning of the 18th century. The lot of the antimason
was not always happy as the gradual increase iresvags often quite disproportionate to the greatlyeas-
ing cost of food, as in the decade 1613-1622 whed prices were five times the 1510 level, and \wdgeadly
doubled. From the 13th century various Statutdsabiourers had endeavoured to fix wages, but a netutd
of Artificers in 1563 provided that masons’ wagesrevto be determined with reference to food thusheory
at least, embodying one of the most important gdimthe Regius and Cooke Mss. that of fixing weae=ord-
ing to the cost of victuals/food.

From official records we can arrive at an appratgnestimate of the cost of some of the work dgneus
ancient brethren. There were in England and Wadtwden 900 and 1000 Monasteries, Colleges, Churches
and hospitals, many of stupendous proportions.

To these must be added thousands of parish aksirchstles, town walls, municipal buildings aniddpgs.
Eton College in one year (1443044) required ov@0@,000 bricks. Val3 Royal Abbey (1278-80) requiféd
guarrymen and 31 carters. Beaumaris Castle at emaedpemployed 400 masons, 30 smiths and carpeiitees
building of Vale Royal Abbey cost in three yearsin¥1,500 in the currency of that day, equal touabo
£126,000 in normal times in his part of the worfdl @&xclusive of stone and timber which seem to Heeen
shipped from Royal quarries and forests. Caernaf@onway and Harlech Castles cost in one year (1@@dr
£14,000, equivalent to well over £1,000,000 tode9456). When we remember that the erection of mdny o
these buildings occupied a great number of yearagddea of their ultimate cost may be gained.

Owing to the difficulty in procuring sufficienbtal labour, the system of impressments (forcedugbwas
often used, a power similar to the rights of puaree to obtain timber, etc., for building, or te fhress-gang
to obtain recruits. Apparently opposition was emteted or expected, as power was given to imprisose
who resisted. (evidently they had their man-powabfems in those days). For this reason, and &labthe
mason’s trade was usually carried on outside citrestowns, a craft gild was presumably not a bletargan-
isation to control the industry.

While in the later Middle Ages the authoritiesugbt to control trade and industry usually throbganici-
pal Craft Gilds, it must be noted that nowhere,egtdn London, is there any record of a masondt anali-
nance before the 16th century. It is however, oedsonable to suppose that some organisation beld ®rm
of Assembly as described in the Regius and Cook.\NB&sthat as it may, we have evidence of mas@ssema-
blies in Statutes of 1360 and 1425, which attempagaiohibit congregations or confederations of onss but
the probability is that these were in the naturéllegal assemblies for the purpose of attemptmgain in-
creased wages.

Leaving for the moment the matter of organisatiwa should briefly consider the different gradesoag
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The working mason or journeyman was essentiallagerearner, with relatively little prospect of atiag to a
higher position, although it was possible to riserf the ranks to become foreman or overseer, categppa-
rator or warden, or to secure what may be termstdfdappointment as a master mason.

Just how the masons received their training tsclear. No doubt fathers taught their sons whileess had
servants or labourers who later became masonshanesburce was from the quarries where much prepsra
work was often done and the more expert quarriaddvattain sufficient skill to make the transitipnssible.
Presumably there was no systematic method of frginvhich points to the absence of any strong asgdion
among masons. Normally, on important works a masteson was in charge, sometimes called mastereof th
fabric. His chief business was to hire and dismisskmen, determine the quantities of materials, entile
plans and generally supervise the architecturaliidet

The office of master mason was one of dignitaasgn of which he received annually, gloves, s&rar a
sum of money additional to his daily maintenandger€ is numerous mention of plans and designs pre ey
maser masons. They drew their “plot, platt, pottira, and uprights” and part of a Lodge equipmemerised
tracing boards for the master mason. In some @s@xing or tracery house was provided. The maséson
continued to act as architect through the Middleg\gp to the 17th century, at which period theasid the
new systems of architecture, as a separated prafiessisted side by side.



The apprenticeship system seems to be a latéoggwent among masons. Previously it was very lidhites
only masters appear to have had apprentices, ansuadly there was only one master mason on edx;hHhe
number of apprentices would thus be relatively §nfdlere is no record of a mason’s apprentice i launld-
ing record prior to 1350, and few between 1350 B4D. The instruction given was no doubt in that pathe
work which only such as a master mason would knand, they would also doubtless be bound by thédenA
tures to keep their master’s secrets. The firscattbn of any ceremony attaching to apprenticeskems top
be in the Apprentice Charge appearing in certaisigas of the Ms. Constitutions, dating from thes® half
of the 17th century, and while operative in chaggdhere is no evidence that it was ever used groperative
masons.

Direct evidence in connection with masons’ cgalfis in the 14th and 15th century is very slighich gilds
have been assumed to exist because gilds existftentrades. This lack of organisation was no toluie to
the necessity of moving from place to place, whichuld preclude their having such associations asettby
which other trades were controlled, and for whicto@al habitation were necessary. It is not cléet any
sharp line of distinction existed between so-calledhedral Masons, and those employed in townsesomas
called Gild Mason. Records show that masons enerdfarm all classes of work and from all distriets re-
qguired. Some trace of organisation among journeymasons is found in London records of 1306, when ce
tain newcomers were threatened with a beatingey thorked for lower wages than the city craftsmen.

Municipal records of 1356 inform us of disputetvileen hewers and layers, and the statement that “t
trade had no been regulated in due manner by tkefdhe trade” implies that there was no craftd giperat-
ing at that time. The first definite reference to@ganisation occurs in 1376, so that the gildtrhase been
established at some time between 1356 and 1376.

In 1389 William Hancock, mason, bequeathed tweleace to the fraternity of Masons, London, and in
1419 Walter Walton gave a legacy of 6pounds 8pémdee fraternity & his livery coat to a brother soa. It is
doubtful whether this organisation ever was a gaeglyidemocratic craft gild, or that a working masmuld
aspire to become a member of it.

It is possible that it was mainly composed ofiding contractors. Gilds practically came to an and547
when they were suppressed but we have evidenae ©parative Lodge at Alnwick in 1598.

Any organisation which existed among our earlgtioren was probably due to the existence of cetias
toms and traditions, a knowledge of which has bemrded down to us in the form of manuscripts. Thekes
and traditions were preserved and from time to tvmé&en down and further copies made.

There are no less than one hundred known vergibrise Manuscript Constitutions of Masonry, and of
these the importance of the Regius and Cooke Maipiss¢two of the oldest known versions, dated agpf
mately 1390 and 1420 respectively) cannot be osemated as a link uniting ancient operative magavith
modern speculative masonry. These early manusadnfosm us that 14th and 15th century masons webe s
ject to recognised customs, embodied in so-caltddrges”. Almost without exception they each contae
same two elements, viz., the legend or historyhef building industry and the regulations or chargebse
obeyed by masters, fellows and apprentices.

In the 16th and 17th centuries these legendscaatbms were incorporated in successive versiorieenf
Manuscript Constitutions of Masonry, and moderné@gative Masonry” is the outcome of this. When the
Grand Lodge of England was formed in 1717 thereeappo have been copies of the Manuscripts in g% p
session of several Lodges, and some of these veedeubt used by Dr. Anderson in compiling the fBsiok
of Constitutions (1723)

It is difficult to conclude a paper of this naguwithout traversing the period of the merging péative into
speculative masonry. It is, however, a big subpatl time will not permit.

And now a word in connection with the origin bétword “Freemason”. Opinions differ, but it sediksly
that the freemason was so called on account ahtiterial in which he worked. While Mediaeval builslesed
a great variety of stones ranging from the hardegtanite to perishable chalk, the building stomest widely
used were the various limestones which were fowtensively in a broad belt stretching from the Ysirke
coast to Dorset, and commonly called free-stonee{stone is the name given to any fine grainedstand or
limestone that can be easily worked or carved indirection, and the mason who worked this stons eften
known as a freestone mason. The earliest knownergfe to a freemason, or freestone mason, is c@uktan
the London Assize of Wages, 1212, .

In 1361 forty “freestone masons” were ordered/dok to impress (forced hiring) twenty-four freesoas”,
and it would appear that the term “freestone madmtame abbreviated to “freemason” just as the svord
“Freemason” and “Mason” are often used to mearséimee thing.



Did U Know? - Brother Almanzo James Wilder
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month’s issue’s Charles ‘Pa’ Ingalls did you knderg.

Almanzo James Wilder was born February 13, 18%Fp@assed away on Octo-
ber 23, 1949. He was the husband of Laura Ingalldéiand father of Rose Wil-
der Lane, both well known U.S. writers.

Almanzo was born the fifth of six children to sassful farmers James (1813-

1899) and Angeline Day Wilder (1821-1905) on thig@rm near Malone, New

York. His siblings include Laura Ann (1844-1899p\RI Gould (1847-1925), Eli-

za Jane (1850-1930), Alice M. (1853-1892), anddéBeDay (1869-1934). As part

of her Little House series of autobiographical nsykaura Ingalls Wilder wrote a

book titled Farmer Boy about Almanzo's childhoodipstate New York.  Al-

manzo is a well-known character in the Little Hobseks, and Laura writes about

him, their courtship, and subsequent marriage ia Dbng Winter, Little Town on

the Prairie, These Happy Golden Years, and The Foar Years. Almanzo was

characterized as a quietly courageous, hardworkiag who loved horses and

farming. He was also an accomplished carpentemaratiworker. Farmer Boy, by

publication date, was the second book written enlthitle House series (this is also

verified by both of Laura's biographers, John Ellévli in his book Becoming

Laura Ingalls Wilder (pp. 194-202), and William Amdon in his work Laura

Ingalls Wilder - A Biography, (p. 199)). Publishad1933, it was followed by Little Almanzo James Wilder
House on the Prairie in 1935. It recounts everdagtisy when Almanzo was nine

years old, in 1866. Among other things, he goesctmol (when not needed at home for the farm wdelkyns ta
drive a team of oxen, attends a county fair, andysmna mid-19th century Fourth of July celebratioitown. He
also learns how to deal with being bossed aroundi®wlder siblings, particularly his strong-willstster Eliza
Jane, who would later become a teacher of LauralllgVilder. The original order of publication welsanged
by the publisher Harper with the release of thelpélustrated 1953 edition.

The Wilders left Malone, New York in 1875 due to failures, and set-
tled in Spring Valley, Minnesota, where they farmed1879, at the age of 22,
Almanzo and his brother Royal and sister Eliza Janeed to the Dakota Ter-
ritory, taking claims near what would later becothe town of De Smet,
South Dakota. Laura made his fictional countergatnger in order to reduce
the 10 year age gap between them, and fudged thésdef his claim paper-
work. According to law a homesteader must be 2lylsen Almanzo filed for
his claim he said to the land agent "You can putdoen as 21." Almanzo
settled on his homestead with the intent of plantinres of seed wheat which
he had cultivated on rented shares in Marshall,ngsota the previous sum-
mer. It was in De Smet that he first met Laura lisg& he Ingalls family had
been the first settlers in the area, before thentowas formally organized,
moving to the Dakota Territory from Walnut Groveindesota, when Laura's
father took a brief job with the railroad. Lauraote of Almanzo's admirable
character in The Long Winter. Along with Laura'side school chum, Ed
"Cap" Garland, (born Edmund Oscar Garland) Almarzied his life to save
the pioneers of De Smet (including Laura's famiig)n starvation during the
hard winter of 1881. Almanzo was 23 and Garlandesenteen when, in be-
tween one of the horrific blizzards that shook itagion during the 1880-1881
winter, they went 12 miles in search of wheat anfar had supposedly har-

Laura Elizabeth Ingalls and  vested to the southwest of De Smet in the summé&B80. They managed to
Almanzo James Wilder  find the farmer and purchase, after difficult negidn (according to the book)
60 bushels of wheat, hauling it back on sleds doatinually broke through

the snow into slough grass, barely making it backRé¢ Smet before a four-day blizzard hit the area.

When Laura was just 15, and Almanzo was 25, harbegurting her, driving her back and forth betwBen
Smet and a new settlement 12 miles outside towrnrevblee was teaching school. Three years later, gu#t




25, 1885, he and Laura were married in De SmethbyReverend Edward Brown. They settled on Almanzo's
claim and began their own little farming operatiombe Wilders' daughter, Rose, was born Decemb&B86.
Rose later became the author Rose Wilder Lanefedmmlitical writer and philosopher, whose writnigelped
influence Leonard Read's formation of the Foundafar Economic Education (FEE) in the 1940s, prangpt
individual liberty, economic education, and progeaights. Even today, Rose Wilder Lane is considexesemi-
nal founding force in the American Libertarian Raiuring their first years of marriage, describedhe First
Four Years, the Wilders were plagued by bad weailhegss, and large debts. In spring of 1888, wRese was
still a baby, Almanzo and Laura were stricken wdthhtheria. Although they both survived, Almanzdfered
from one of the less common, late complicationthefillness, neuritis. Parts of his lower limbs e/&emporarily
paralyzed, and even after the paralysis had redpheneeded a cane to walk. Almanzo's inabilitgedorm the
hard physical labor associated with wheat farmm&outh Dakota, combined with a lengthy droughthim late
1880s-early 1890s, further contributed to the Waddownward spiral into debt and poverty.

The year 1889 proved the breaking point for thédéss. In early August, Laura gave birth to a sbime son
remained unnamed when, two weeks later, he suddiedyof "convulsions.” She never spoke of his leatd
had no more children. Laura's own mother, Carol®g lost her only son, Charles Frederick, whemlibd on
August 27, 1876, at the age of nine months, whenmd avas 9 years old. Almanzo's only child, Rosgo #&bst a
son, her only child, in 1909 or 1910 due to a dassstillbirth or an early death. Like Laura, Raosver had any
more children. That same month Laura and Almansbtleeir home to a fire and their crops to drougthe
words of Almanzo's daughter, Rose, "It took sewatassive years of complete crop failure, with wevkather
and sickness that wrecked his health permanenily,irsterest rates of 36 per cent on money borroiwelouy
food, to dislodge us from that land.” In 1890, Almma moved his family to Spring Valley, Minnesota,stay
with his parents on their prosperous farm. It wasng of rest and recovery for the weary familytBeen 1891
and 1892, the Wilders moved to Westville, Florislahopes that the warmer climate would help Almarexgain
his strength. To a limited extent it did, but Ladié not like the humid climate or the customshef backwoods
locals, so they returned to De Smet in 1892, antkcea small house in town. Between 1892 and 1B&dra
and Almanzo lived in De Smet, with Laura's familyanby. Rose was given special permission to stad
early, and she soon proved to be an outstandingiaachLaura worked as a seamstress in a dressmale,
and Almanzo found work as a carpenter and day &bdogether, they practiced extreme frugality aacefully
saved money.

On July 17, 1894, Almanzo, Laura, and Rose lefttie Ozarks of Missouri by covered wagon, attradig
brochures of "The Land of the Big Red Apple" amatiss of a local man who had traveled to Missoniigee for
himself. On August 31, they arrived near Mansfidltissouri, and placed a $100 down payment on 48sacf
hilly, rocky undeveloped land that Laura aptly naniRocky Ridge Farm". This farm was Almanzo and rasl
final home. In Missouri, Almanzo and Laura's luakally changed, and they lived the rest of thee happily
and successfully. Over the 20 years, Almanzo lhalira her dream house: a unique 10 room home inhaliné
custom built kitchen cabinets to accommodate hetllsfive-foot frame. Rocky Ridge Farm was eveniuak-
panded to about 200 acres and was a productivérpodidiry, and fruit farm. Almanzo's lifetime low Morgan
horses was indulged, and he also kept a large dfecdws and goats. Having learned a hard lessdioduysing
on wheat farming in South Dakota, the Wilders chasaore diversified approach to farming suitedh® ¢li-
mate of the Ozarks. Almanzo lived out the restisflifie on his farm, and both he and Laura werévadn vari-
ous community and church pursuits during their tim®lissouri.

Although royalties from the Little House books ped provide for Laura and Almanzo, Rose helped sdpp
her parents until the mid 1930's. Eventually tledforts at Rocky Ridge during the 30's and 40sn@lwith the
royalties from Laura's books finally provided aw&cenough income to allow them to attain a finahsiability
not known earlier in their marriage. Earlier inith@arriage, Laura had also contributed to thetoime by taking
in occasional boarders, writing columns for a rumalvspaper, and serving as Treasurer/Loan Offarea fFarm
Loan Association. In the 1920s and 1930s, Rosel lore the farm for long periods of time, bringingaticity
and other modern updates to the place, even bgilnEnglish-style stone cottage for her parentslewaking
over the farm house herself for about ten yeamnahizo learned to drive an automobile, which greatiyroved
the Wilders' mobility. They eventually took sevel@aig auto trips, including to California and thaciic North-
west, and went several times to visit Laura's remgifamily in South Dakota. When Rose moved pemrnéy
to Connecticut in about 1937, her parents quicklymed to their beloved farm house, later selbfighe east:
ern land with the stone cottage. Almanzo spentdsisyears happily tending small vegetable and diogardens,
indulging his lifetime love of woodworking and cargry and tending his goats. He aided his wifergegng the
carloads of Little House fans who regularly fouhdit way to Rocky Ridge Farm. Almanzo Wilder did¢dlee
age of 92 on October 23, 1949 after suffering twarh attacks. Laura died eight years later, on U&elri0,



1957. Rose lived until 1968. All three of them areied in Mansfield, Missouri and many of Almanzptsses-
sions and handiwork can be seen at Rocky Ridge ,Faom the Laura Ingalls Wilder/Rose Wilder Lane Mus
um, as well as the Malone, New York and Spring &glMinnesota sites. Almanzo Wilder appears to Hzeen
a quiet, stoic man, representative of the timeauitlire in which he lived. His love of farming, Ises, and rural
living are well documented. Most of what is knowinhis personality and inner character must be giddrom
his wife's and daughter's literary portrayals (#&d character of Rose's homesteading novel "Feeel'Lwas
based on Almanzo) and the remaining evidence feétray his family and friends' written recollections.

His obituary stated: "Mr. Wilder was a member loé tMansfield (Missouri) Blue Lodge of the Masonis...
Bro. Wilder's wife, Laura Ingalls Wilder was a meenlof Eastern Star in Mansfield, Missouri.

May We Meet Upon The _|_ Act By The ! And Part Ugdre |
W. Bro. Dwight D. Seals - Camden Lodge #159 - Cam#hio

Catholic Church and Freemasonry in the News

By Shawn E. Bell

Pontifical Acts — November 7, 2012 - Pope BeneHXi¢t appointed Brother Vanderlei Salvador Bagnato,
Professor of Physics at the University of Sao PaBitazil to the Pontifical Academy of Sciences.

Professor Bagnato, a Freemason, is a member adl&sta Libertade Lodge #2877 of Sao Carlos, urfuer t
jurisdiction of the Grand Orient of Sao Paulo Stétderated to the Grand Orient of Brazil.

Some in the Roman Catholic Church have long stdttatino Catholic may hold membership in Freema-
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As a Catholic Freemason — who sought guidance fteChurch before joining the fraternity — | tetod
believe that the “some” don’t seem to understamdrtites — the Canons — that Catholics are supptosted-
low.

It's true that since 1738 when the Papal Bull mienti Apostolatus was issued Catholics were “sfrt
forbidden from joining Freemasonry. It wasn’t uritie 1917 Code of Canon Law was issued — which-code
fied Canon 2335 — that joining the fraternity wasdfically forbidden. Canon 2335 states “Those Jdio a
Masonic sect or other societies of the same sdrigchwplot against the Church or against legitin@td au-
thority, incur ipso facto an excommunication simpgerved to the Holy See.”

In 1983 the Church revised the Code of Canon L@anon 2335 was replaced with the much-changed
Canon 1374, which states “A person who joins an@ason which plots against the Church is to beigie
& > < & < # ( -- , < & *
dict.”

Canon 1375 is the present legislation of the Gturc
No longer is Freemasonry explicitly mentioned ie thode of Canon Law. Is this a softening of thacda
against Freemasonry by the Church? Well ... maybe/bldahe Church finally recognized that Freemasonry
isn’t a religion, isn’t competition for the Churchind doesn’t plot against the Church. Many good aren af-
ter all, Freemasons.

There was a letter from the Office of the Inquisit(now renamed the kinder, gentler “Congregafmm
the Doctrine of the Faith”) penned by then-CardRatzinger (now known as the Pope), that seemwdiodte
that the “present canonical discipline remainsuih force and has not been modified in any way,d dnat
“neither the excommunication nor the other penaliéirvisaged have been abrogated.”

While the letter would seem to reinforce the opmif that previously mentioned “some” who believe
Freemasonry and Catholicism are incompatible,iitiportant to remember that the letter doesn’t caney/
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To reinforce that last statement, | congratulateemason and Brother Vanderlei Bagnato to his appoi
ment — by the same guy who penned the letter flremCiongregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, namewn
as the Bishop of Rome and the leader of the woddwgatholic Church — to the Vatican’s Pontificalb8lemy
of Sciences. For those of you keeping score oaléyme bit of parchment by the light of a whalétan-
tern: a FREEMASON has been appointed to the CHURBCAtademy of SCIENCE. There’s a sentence the
close-minded never thought would be penned, eh2As&ic Newton is certainly smiling from the Gr8at-
yond!



THE BLACK BALL

From Wayne Anderson, FCF, MPS - The Sunday Mad@aper

! # . - #H, : & #
and | thought | would share it with you. Again hat well known Masonic writer, R.W.Bro.
Author Unknown. Hope you all have a great week.eNebme jurisdictions use black and white
balls, some use black cubes and white balls far badloting.

“A WHITE ball elects, a black ball rejects.”

This, or some similar statement, is usually maida Bdge prior to voting on the application of omo
would be an initiate of Freemasonry.

In all Jurisdictions in the United States, thdditabn an applicant is taken secretly—that is, withbrother
knowing how another may vote. In most Jurisdictigris an infraction of Masonic law—in all it isserious
infraction of Masonic ethics—to endeavour to asiarhow another brother will vote, or has votedaonap-
plicant or to disclose how he voted or will vot€he “secrecy of the ballot” and the universal firstcountry)
requirements that a ballot be unanimous to electwo of the greatest bulwarks of the Fraternitgc&ional-
ly both the secrecy and the unanimity may seemaik\& hardship on a man apparently worthy of béakgn
: : : # < - # &
best that is in him. The occasional failure of $ggtem to work complete justice may be laid toitisividuals
using it and not to the Fraternity.

“Harmony being the strength and support of all webulated institutions, especially this of otirs

This phrase, or one similar, is familiar to all 8¢as. Harmony—oneness of mind, effort, ideas aed id
als—is one of the foundations of Freemasonry. Amg which interferes with Harmony by so much hiinis
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Masonic home of any brother against his will. Hus treason it is required that the names of appiscto a
lodge be set before the entire membership, priertote, that all may know that John Smith is tdobkoted
< & (# - # - & /< >

sacred relation of brotherhood with him, may haedpportunity to say “No.”

The power thus put in the hands of the individviaister Mason is very great. No officer, not evea th
Grand Master, may inquire how we vote, or why weedoas we did. No Grand Master has the power to set
aside the black cube we cast. If in the ballot [so& black cube, the applicant is reject@d.many Jurisdic:
tions a single black cube in the ballot box regsitke ballot to be taken again, immediately, toidtbe pos:
sibility of a mistake. If the black cube reappetirs second time, the applicant is rejected.)

This rejection of an application does more thamehyeprevent the applicant from being given therdeg.

It creates over the petitioner a lodge jurisdictibi® may not apply to another lodge for the degreéssed
him by this one, without first securing from thatije a waiver of jurisdiction. He may not againlggven to
the lodge which rejected him until after a certstiamtutory period—usually six months. When his aggtion is
again received and brought up for ballot, the faet he previously applied and was rejected iedt&d the
lodge. In other words, the casting of a black cabeonly rejects for the degrees, but puts a cedsability
upon the applicant which he is powerless to remove.

The brother who casts a ballot, then, upon anieaml wields a tremendous power. Like most powirs,
can be used well or ill. It may work harm, or goadt only upon him upon whom it is used, but to mo
uses it. Unlike many great powers put into the Basfdnen, however, this one is not subject to @\e con-
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ficer, can interfere with the individual’s use a$ power.

For no one knows who uses the black cube. No apev& why one is cast. The individual brother argl hi
God alone know. The very absence of any respditgith man or authority is one of the reasons vithg
power should be used with intelligence, and onlemhafter solemn self-inquiry, the reason behiadige is
found to be Masonic.

Any one can think of a hundred reasons why blatles are cast. Our neighbour applies for the dsgre



Outwardly he is an honest man of good characteatifg a good reputation. However, we have heard him
0 / & & - # ( 1</ < &#
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It is not for us to have him arrested as a wifetdreid his wife can stand him! But we don’'t wantaward, a
bully in our lodge! Naturally—and most brethren veidy properly—we cast the black cube. Our ofisso-
ciate wants to be a Mason. He applies to our lodgefar as the investigating committee can ascehta is a
good man, honest, pays his debts, is a church nremibard worker. But we have heard him repeatstand
to others, matters which we know were given to imonfidence. We have learned to distrust hisrdisan.
We don’t believe that a promise means much to Hirmay be, of course, that a Masonic obligatiorulddoe
kept. But we are not sure. Naturally, we vote agfamm. Some men otherwise “good and true” are
natured, violent tempered, disagreeable. To admintto our lodge might destroy its harmony of spith-
ers are vain and boastful, self-seeking, apt tallerery agency in which they come in contact tar tben
ends. We do not believe such a man will be an assmir lodge. We keep him out.

# < # 0 & # |/ & &
it may be the result merely of a life time of ardagm. He applies to our lodge. Our lodge is oursdac
# & & # -# # & (& & , << & # *

sonic home. It is our privilege to keep him outhe$e, and a thousand other good reasons, ar@pérpones
for the casting of a black cube. If the lodge migffer, if we might suffer, if we know that ourssmt brother
would suffer from the applicant being elected, vawehthe best of reasons for seeing that he istegjeSuch
use of our power is proper, Masonic, ethical, wigst.

But there is another side of the shield. Unfortalya no hard and fast rule can be laid down. Theno
way to explain “this is a good reason, but thatasa good reason” for casting a black cube. E&als dvas to
judge the reason for himself. Yet some suggestiaang be given.

We know a man we dislike. He has different ideasfours. He belongs to a different “set.” He i$ the
type we admire. Our dislike does not amount todtatnor is it predicated upon any evil in the mantiarac-
& < & , & & << & # *

cide this question: will the unpleasantness tamu§aving him as a member, be greater than the ¢mddn
which may come from his reception of the Masonaclkengs? Are we sure that we cannot accept him as a
: # o, & || ( #4 (& ( < -, (

turns down Johnson’s application for a second nagiegJohnson makes the matter personal. He “hasfar

the president. The president applies for the degr8eme one casts a black cube. It may, and maybaot
Johnson. We don’t know. But perhaps, later, we denson’s boast “I got even with the son-of-a-gino
turned down my loan!” He doesn’t say how he “ga¢re” of course. But we are pretty sure we know.

Such a use of the black cube is, of course, yttertmasonic. It is a misuse of a great power. & wrn
down the minister of the Baptist church becauseldesn’'t agree with our minister, who is a Methddist
well turn down the automobile dealer because hesesf to give us a larger allowance on our old Tarhing
the Masonic black cube into a secret dagger fasqgread revenge is indefensible.

Freemasonry works some curious miracles. A sellarraan applied five times for the degrees in aagert
lodge. The man was rather ignorant, yet a commniesaiecess. He had, literally, raised himself by bhoet-
straps from the poverty of the streets to a busipesition of some prominence. Yet he was rathey raugh
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good citizen. In this lodge a certain Past Mastas-was discovered in after years—voted four tingssnst
this applicant. The Past Master left the city. @a fifth application the petitioner was electecontgthing in
( - & 0 # - (
through Masonry he was led into the church. In timaenade such a reputation for himself aMason that he
was put in line, and finally achieved the solemstidction of being made Master of his lodge. Hstil re-
garded as one of the best, most constructive aegtdidasters that lodge has ever had.

In the course of ten or twelve years the absest Master returned. In the light of history, he fessed
(which strictly speaking he should not have dotted} it was he who had kept this man out for wieatdally
, 1 & (& - # - = *
ternity. Yet this same “rough neck,” through Masgrbecame educated, a good churchman, a fine Mas®n
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an excellent officer. Had the Past Master whosekbtube were cast with honest intention to bemleditFra-
ternity not left town, the blessings of Masonry htiforever have been denied a heart ready to re¢bem,
and society, lodge and church been prevented frawing the services of a man who gave largely ofskifn
to all three. , ( , < - = < # , &

to make public his secret knowledge to use thawkedge for the benefit of the Craft. It gives tbraembers
the right to say who shall not become membersaif thdge family. But at the same time it putstie test the
Masonic heart, and the personal honesty of evarthér who deliberates on its use. The black culaetisr-
ough test of our understanding of the Masonic teacbf the cardinal virtue Justice, whi¢bnables us to
render to every man his just due without distinttio We are taught of justice that should be the invaria:
ble practice of every Mason, never to deviate ftbhexminutest principles thereof.”

Justice to the lodge requires us to cast the ldablke on an applicant we believe to be unfit.

Justice to ourselves requires that we cast thekldabe on the application of the man we believe ld/ale-
stroy the harmony of our lodge.

Justice to the applicant—we are taught to renalgrge to every man, not merely to Masons—requhas
no black cube be cast for little reasons, smalkoea, mean reasons. And justice to justice reguirat we
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All Seeing Eye which pervades the innermost resesfeur hearts, and will, so we are taught, rewesrec-
cording to our merits.

Shakespeare saitD), it is excellent to have a giant’s strength, liuis tyrannous to use it like a giant!”
The black cube is a giant’s strength to protecefasonry. Used thoughtlessly, carelessly, withoasdhic
reason, it crushes not only him at whom it is airbatlhim who casts it. A well used black cube goés the
ballot. Ill used, it drops into the heart and blaak it.

Eastern Star General Grand Chapter Assembly Session

From Brother Carl Jones

| just returned from the OES GGC Assembly ses¢imid every 3 years) in
our Texas city of Fort Worth. We had a grand tinf@levthere! But | wanted to
share with you some of the international charitdbheling we gathered over the
last 2 years and 8 months (our books have to aoasdune 30 so there is still
funding coming in and some grand jurisdictions héiseal years different than
the General Grand Chapter.)

We gave a total of more than 16 million dollarsharity.

Shriners' Hospitals, OES/Masonic homEls 99A 1@ @D -H;)9; @:; @@

Shrine alone-usually Shrine

transportatiorH8:8 8IA IC % #< 7 = - HIA ;;F 8A
Over $65,000.00 for the Most Worthy Grand Patrpnigect of an OES display
in the George Washington Masonic Memorial BuildingArlington which was
just to have cost $30,000. These were just Masehated charities.

Many grand jurisdictions give to the Scottish Ritarning Centers or the Masonic Aphasia program. |
addition, we contributed to our own religious leadscholarship program (ESTARL), heart and caneer r
search and treatment, and benevolence fund andsotileo the Most Worthy Grand Matron's specialj@cb
was Service Dogs (since the only training centetliese dogs, most of whom go to military vets, tvedghe
Mississippi is in San Antonio) brought in $1,853)1IP.

NONE OF OUR MASONIC FAMILY DOES ENOUGH TO TOOT THIE OWN HORNS
REGARDING THE CHARITABLE GIVING THE MASONIC FRATERN'Y AND AP-

PENDENT BODIES GIVE TO MANKIND.
— —>




The Profound Pontifications of Brother John Deacon
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some great Masonic ideas and solutions hidden engartaining story. Bro. Chris almost tells itik is?
A Monthly Masonic Educational Column
By PM Chris Williams - Secretary Davy Crockett lged#1225 A. F. & A. M. San Antonio, Texas

It was a slow day at the shop and we didn’t halat af customers coming in so Roger and | werelaag
up on some back paperwork and filing that had besgiected. The phone rang and Roger answered dnd pu
on hold and said he thought it was John but he Wvasre. | answered and it was John and he waly/rextit-
ed and asked if | could meet him for lunch. He $achad something really exciting to tell me. Ilcdot ever
remember him asking me to lunch. He usually demaridat | go to lunch with him. Maybe he was turning
over a new leaf and trying a more polite approadta,.yeah right. He said he wanted to try sometHiffgr-
ent so | told him to meet me at Tiago’s, a litéstaurant next to the Bass Pro Shop just off ofrdmwvay and
he said he would meet me there. Unbelievably ltigete first and had us a booth along the back Wwaldered
a couple of iced teas and warned our server Rabdytahe doom that was
getting ready to befall him. He just laughed (poaive boy) and said it
would be ok. | saw John come in the door and hesjio®d there trying to be
charming with the hostess girl. After a couple ahates watching an old
man making a fool of himself | waved and got hiteriion and he finally
made his way back to where | was. “Hey”, he saidvasexchanged that
friendly grip, why did you interrupt me? She thouglwvas really funny.”

“She was just being polite,” | replied rolling neyes. She just wants you
to eat a lot... like that’'s going to be a problemyou.”

“Your usual sarcasm doesn’t dampen my appetite,’s&d brushing my
comments off. “What is good here?”

“Well | always get the Sour Creme Chicken Enchadlhat Sauce is different than any | have everanal
it comes with the best Borracho Beans | have eaer dnywhere else. As far as | am concerned, itagyp
close to the perfect meal. | waved Randy over amigred my plate and John asked for the same amd the
asked, “How many of them Enchiladas can you ged plate.”

Randy, not realizing what exactly John was askahd him that the max was three. When john told kom
bring four plates to start with he quickly glancdmne and | said, “l told you so.” He gave me avaas smile
and made his way towards the kitchen shaking haslhie about ten minutes we had our food and wesgot
eral curious glances from other tables as Randyadmelper sat five plates and tortillas and moipschnd sal-
sa. John took a whiff of one of his plates and,sditlis looks great,” before lapsing into totalesite while he
ate. The only sound from that side of the table arasccasional mmmm. About halfway through allgietes
he motioned to Randy and when he came over toatle fisked him if he could bring him six more eladas
by themselves on one plate?

Randy said, “Are you sure,” which got him an ugtgre from John. “Yes sir, he exclaimed and he veak
in a flash with the plate full and laughed and sédide cook is upset because he is having to madee raf
these cause he just ran out.” John just smilednaxded and resumed eating. | just sat there magyali how
much and how fast he could make food disappeacnidered what was so exciting that he had to tell Awe
tually 1 was also pretty relieved that he hadnis'd any incidents other than making the cook méall, by
the time he finished eating and Randy had cledrediebris away he was ready to talk.

He said, “Brother Chris, you are not going to &l this but | was sitting in the barber shop ttreenday
and the TV was on one of the news channels. A yooag who | was sitting next to just out of the clblue
started talking. He told me that he was just sio#t eired of all the hate and violence and crap gan in the
world. He said there was no place that he coultbgget a moments peace to escape being slammdtthgta
was going on. | suggested that he go to churclafiitle peace and he actually shook his head &odkted
and told me that he wasn’t sure he even believagligion any more. Well | was shocked and | asked
why. He said that when he was young and still aédhat his family always went to church. He st too
many times he heard someone say that only thosebeleved what was being taught in that church dad
to heaven and this confused him and made him wonbat was going to happen to everyone who didmheo
to his church. Then as he got older he saw albt feelings between religions and one religioningapad
things about another and even the hate between saigiens. He said that they all “preach abouel@and tol-
erance and goodness” and then unless you belathgitogroup they many times practice just the ofiposie



said it's like you have to choose sides and detdeelieve one way or the other instead of jusiebelg in
God. I told him that he shouldn’t blame God for@lthat. He just sat there quiet for a few secaats finally
said that he didn’'t blame God... he blamed relig®efore | could say anything he got called tolhek by the
hair girl and | was left alone to my thoughts amy lolid | have a bunch of them right then. Whileat there
contemplating what he had said, | had to admit thattuldn’t disagree with some of it. | think hepegssed
what a lot of people nowadays think. Thinking ab®arme of it | had to admit that it was a little ieaso under
stand why more and more young people are calliegnthselves atheists. | suspect that many are rioGad
but just anti religion. But for me, | couldn’t stéipinking how lucky | was to have Masonry. Lucky &b many
reasons. | rejoiced the fact that almost everytimmgyoung friend complained about is not an issueMa-
sons. For a Mason, the question of whether theaeG®d or not, doesn’t exist. Masons don’t haverdoder.
We know there is a God. He is known by differenthea to different Brothers but he is real and rebgy part
of our lives and our Fraternity. But it is not suspg, | guess, that given the enormous numbaetiftérent
faiths there are and most, if not all, preachirgljghtly different view of the same message, theaijge can be-
come confused about what is and what is not corfedd, of all the things in this world that are fusing, the
existence of God and/or his message should nohé®bthem.”

“l agree with you Brother John,” | said. “It dokave to be confusing for some people. We all knlosvet
are many hidden meanings in our Masonic lessong balieve there are many interpretations ... sbrdden,
in our laws and rules. Maybe there is more than r@ason we aren’t allowed to talk about religionour
Lodges.”

John Looked at me thoughtfully for a few seconals said, “That there is some pretty deep thinkingyour
part and you might be on to something but you neepipe down while | finish my story. Now where was
li}.oh yeah, as | was sitting there by myself | @othinking about all that was going on in the ldand | start-
ed beating myself up because | didn'’t tell him albddasonry. He didn’t actually say he didn’t belieneGod.
He surely had had a relationship with the big gugree time... if | had just taken the initiativedamentioned
the Cratft... Just then | got called back and ak (ifcyou believe in luck) would have it | ended upthe chair
next to the frustrated young man who gave me aasodsat down. | wanted to say something to himitqust
didn’t seem like the right time or place and | g&re still chastising myself, but not so much fassing an
opportunity to bring in a new member but more fot giving what seemed like a good man an opporgoit
be a part of something that would show him the @&ndw all his frustrations. Well because | didn&avie as
much hair as he did we got finished about the staime and | paid my bill first and walked outsidehilé |
was fumbling for my keys the young man came out laoouldn’t hold it in any longer so as he passesim
said that | was sorry for his frustrations and U ghook his head and said he was sorry for hathere with
his thoughts. | told him that maybe he was supptsdxbther me and that | knew of another placedwdcgo
to get all the frustrations off his mind and hetjlo®ked at me questioning like. | handed him ohthose little
card thingy’s that have what Masonry is on one sidg what we do on the other and told him to réachen
he had a quiet moment. He didn’t even look at ttgau in his pocket. | quickly told him that | wast a sales-
man and he just smiled and said thank you andhbemas gone. Brother Chris for the next few dagsuldn’t
get him out of my mind. | knew he must have beeitprfrustrated to say what he said to a totahgfea. | just
felt like 1 should have done more to help him.”

“Hey, don’t be so hard on yourself Brother Johinsaid. “You did all you could at the time and heau
don’t even know that you didn’t help him.”

John gave me a silent glare and growled, “I deandw why you keep interrupting me when | am tellyray
a story.”

“I'm sorry,” | replied apologetically, “I was just

He cut me off and went right on with his story, &iMhere | was yesterday just driving down to raedmy
way to another sales call and my phone rang. lddakt the number on the display but didn’t recogniizbut
answered it anyway. The voice sounded a little liamand he asked me if | was Mr. Deacon and | feating
a little spunky so | said that Mr. Deacon was my dad that | was John. | don’t know if he didn’t geor
what but there was a long silence and he finalkedsf | was the guy who gave him a card outside lihir
place the other day. | was so shocked that | nearyoff the road as | told him that | was the gdg. said that
he had done some research on what he read onrtharwé had lots of questions. He said that he B&ddhis
Mother about Masons and she told him to call hism@father who lived in another State because heaviaa-
son and after talking with him he was calling ttk tto me about how he could become a Mason andailye
drove off the road again | was so excited.”

| started to say something but John gave me angthee so | stayed quiet. “Anyway the bottom linghat
he is coming to the Lodge next week to meet thelgms and we will see what happens from there. Wbat



you think about that?” | just sat there quietly ddfinally threw up his hands and said, “Okay fit'se for you
to talk.”

“That’s great Brother John,” | said. “You did gobd

“You know Brother Chris, | can’t help but thinkaththe Great Architect himself put me and that yporan
at that place and at that time so that | might itheeopportunity to help him. | am so glad thatdrdt screw it
up.” He was so excited right then and he yelled(geas he yelled out) for Randy and when he turrredrad
across the room he asked if he had any d-zert €dggssomething choke-let (chocolate) and Ranayded
and went to the kitchen. Shortly he arrived witlo tvather large portions of the best chocolate pwgldiake
with two scoops of ice cream on the side. | loo&edine and shook my head and before | could sghery
half of it had disappeared onto John’s plate. Hesamed quite rapidly his huge dessert in silencefiamshed
well before me and asked Randy where the faciliwtese. He stood up and took two steps and turnealnalr
and stood there in silence for a couple of secamdiswhen | looked up he said with a smile, Thawkdisten-
ing to all my ramblings. You know that | love youdsher, don’t you?”

“And | love you too my Brother,” | said back worrdey what prompted that at that moment, and off he
went to the restroom. | sat there finishing my cakd ice cream wondering why he felt it necessagaly that
right then. Just as | was thinking that he had lggame for a long time and that | needed to go nske he
hadn't fallen in ... Chuckle, as if that was eveasgble with his big anterior posterior double widar end.

Randy laid the bill down on the table and saidy Déacon said to tell you that he was late to atmgeand
that he hoped that all of the very valuable makdr@gawas giving you to use in your newsletter wastiv the
price of lunch.” | was shocked... no... | guess | m&d glanced at the bill as | handed Randy myd¢dirhis
isn’t a lunch bill,” 1 whined. “It's a week’s wortlof groceries.” Oh well, | sure hoped it worked ewith his
new friend. I'll keep you posted.

Freemason: John Wayne

From The Masons Of Texas Newsletter

Born Marion Morrison, "the Duke" appeared or sdrin over 200 films in his
fifty-year career, winning an Oscar for "True Grity 1969. Remembered for his def-
inition of the American individualist of a mythicatild west, he came to represent
America to several generations of movie-goers.

A Member of Glendale DeMolay Chapter during highhschool days, Duke was
also a freemason, like his father before him, rangihis Craft degrees in July 1970
in Marion McDaniel Lodge No. 56, Tucson, ArizonaS&nior DeMolay, he was al-
so awarded the DeMolay Legion of Honor in 1970Dieacember of that year, he
joined the York Rite Bodies in California and be@ Shriner in Al Malaikah
Shrine Temple.

Initiated : July 9, 1970
Passed : July 10, 1970
Marion McDaniel Lodge No. 56, Tucson, Arizona,



The First Masonic Monument In Texas

A Most Remarkable And Interesting Masonic Relic
Of Early Days And Character In Texas

# ! $ %&' P ( )+ -+
messing up my magazine this month. | have hadfangebsed rule of keeping the stories down to two
pages for three and a half years. If the storiesewauch bigger then that, half of the story woutdcn-
tinued in the next issue. Then Brother Jim senthisenearly four page story and | just couldn’t ghib
up. To much good Texas Masonic history to haveaibamother month to read the other half. So enjoy.

By James S. Sullivan, PM, Morton No. 72
(Note: James Sullivan was a charter member of dfoNo. 72 and its second and seventh Worshipfut Mas
ter. He was an attorney and the son-in-law of Jaoeg. He wrote this moving piece in 1872.)

In the Morton Cemetery at Richmond, Fort Bend Ggunexas,
may still be seen the shattered and leaning body wfonument,
which has clustering around it associations moephjeinteresting
to the mind of a good and true Mason than, perhampg,other ob-
ject that can be found connected with the first larggttlers of our
State. For thirty years | have been in the habfterjuently visiting
this monument, always with the most profound enmstiand deep-
est interest, growing out of the many rich remiarstes which it
never fails to call into active play. As time hegion, from year to
year, this interest and reminiscences have grovacepor half a
century it has stood silently and calmly there, cgstorm and sun-
shine, witnessing all the many changes which haveapidly suc-
ceeded each other in Texas, as romantic as histnie whole gen-
eration, with nearly every one of the "old threentited"”, so many
of whom lived and died in "old Fort Bend", has makaway. Gov-
ernment after government has come and gone in T&ras this
monument first took its position, a mute but constpectator. The
public enemy, with an instinct truly vandal, whessping the spot
in 1836 on his march to the ever memorable plaifSam Jacinto,
assailed it and attempted to hurl it from its bdsaying it about
one foot out of plumb, and it remains there, a hatgd, leaning,

but faithful, sentinel of passing events and pasg@nerations! It speaks in tones most eloquerthetarly
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visit to it, by the aid of a "twenty-four inch gaelg paper and pencil, accompanied by a zealou$éroit en-

deavored to make out a correct description okitn@w seen.

Knowing full well that "time overcomes all thingsind that, sooner or later, it will crumble intslzape-
less mass of ruins and return, finally, to its veutlust, | now make this record, being prompted laesire to
do all that | can to perpetuate the knowledge antedsions of a relic so venerable and so intergststhis
monument has ever been to me, and, as | am confitemust ever be to "all good and true Masonsgngtier
dispersed". The following is the description, asisan July, 1871.

The monument is made of brick and mortar. The diation is five feet square, and is now six inchHesva
the ground. On the foundation the body stands feet square and rises up three feet nine incheshist
height a cornice projects over one inch all arolfrdm this cornice it tapers up to a point somegHike a
four-sided roof to a house. The top has long bese g

Originally, | think there was an urn on it. The imaeight of the monument, when completed, musehav
been eight or nine feet. It is now only seven fegh. For the last thirty-five years it has hacaning position
to the north.

The Mexicans found it perpendicular, but leftbbat one foot out of plumb.

On each of the four sides there are smooth fagesblets, receding an inch or so from the extrenter
surface. These tablets are three feet high by gieches wide, each made of six bricks or slabddatbfor



the purpose, six by twenty inches in size. On ts &ont, over the tablet, was once placed somsokia em-
, H# , - most likely a Square.

On the smooth surface of the tablet beneath nilhpestread the following lines, cut apparently kvd knife
or other sharp instrument, in quaint but distiettdrs:

An honest Craftsman moulders here, His morais s mind refined,
& & & He acted by the Square,

His widow'd wife and orphans dear, Which tima oat outwear.

How hard must be their doom. In him theseauestwere combined.

The west front is much dilapidated, but there rsidl/be seen evidence that above the tablet dmeetwas
some Masonic emblem - most likely a Level. Someeseaof an inscription can yet be detected on thietta
but only these two words are now legible:

“Be thus * * *”

On the tablet in the south front may still be seeell defined, a hand holding a plumb-line, allldexd with
the brick or slab, and below this inscription, nall nigh obliterated:

Behold, | will set my plumb- & & ! &
any more.

On the tablet in the north front, the followingsamiption is still legible, having been also cutthe same
guaint letters and figures:

In Memory of Robert Gillespie, A native of ScotlaAout forty
years of age, who, A stranger in this land, Tragdle the man-
sions of Eternity, The 7th day of November, 1828y N rest in

peace
It appears from evidence, which is altogetherl®é, that this monu-

ment was erected in the winter of 182A-, & , #o*

ment?

How came it to be built at that early day, in tthien, wild, unsettled
and almost savage country? Before these questiens answered, we
ask each reader to call to mind what the condibiohiexas was in 1825.
It was a province of Mexico. In all the territorpw known as Texas,
there were but a handful of Anglo-Americans, aneséhwere living in
scattered settlements, many miles from one anothtr,but little com-
munication among their members. In the whole prowiof Texas there
was probably not more than a dozen Masons. No Bdge Masonic
communication or association, no Masonic booksterature - nothing
which was at all calculated to keep alive the spark Masonry in the
bosoms of the few who are scattered here and thehe vast wilds of
Texas. The whole population living in tents or hesi®f the rudest construction, and surrounded bthat
hose of over pressing trials, dangers and hardstiypsh are always incident to the settlement oé@ itoun-
try. With surroundings such as these who could eixfehave the time, the taste, or the inclinatorerect
monuments - monuments to any one, and especiafljfma poor Scotchman, "a stranger in a strang€'?an
That such a thing should have been done, as it wadger such a state of circumstances, is to my raind
stranger fact than would be the realization ofvleest chapter of romance ever penned. Solitaryzsdoie,
# / - # # # & &
hands, put this idea into successful execution! Whs that man? In 1821, William Little, formerlypm Ala-
bama, | believe, with others of "the three hundréditl reached the city of New Orleans, on their wayex-
as, as colonists. At this point Little receivedengifrom Stephen F. Austin to take with him as myifies as
& , - , # # & # # - .3 |/ - #
there to proceed up that stream until he shouldl dimlesirable situation and then to land thereraakie a set-
tlement.
In obedience to this order Little and his partyeagied the river until they had reached the spetre/Rich-
mond now stands. From tide water to this spot,amheside of the river, nothing but low banks, deiosests,
canebrakes and the richest body of land, perhagisinvorld, to be seen. But here the eyes and eéagsof



the whole party were gladdened by finding the banksh higher than anywhere below, while on the st
prairie came full up to the river, spreading oufarsas the eye could see to the westward, one sraktoken
sea of rich waving grass, interspersed with anemsdizariety of most beautiful and fragrant floweafgith
what alacrity and gladness did this little partypadneers go ashore, just at the foot of that ldrged in the
river which circles for some ten or twelve mileswand, just above the town of Richmond! Soon thekwadr
preparing and improving their future home was comeced.

Among the first and most important things to bealwas the building of a small fort for protectiagainst
the savage tribes of Indians, then pretty numeoouthie Brazos. This was soon accomplished, anddééing
this great bend in the river came to be called t'Band", and hence the present county of "Fort Becaime
by its name.

Among this little party of colonists came Williamorton and his family, consisting of his wife, tvsons
and two or three daughters, also from Alabama. @itee daughters was the wife of William Little. dlue
course of time these colonists received their hightdr of land from the Mexican Government of a leagnd
labor for each. William Morton received a leaguetba east bank of the river, just opposite to thent of
Richmond, and his labor on the west bank. The toivRichmond and the cemetery in which the Gillespie
monument stands are on the "Morton Labor". On #meslabor William Morton lived all, or nearly athe
time, until his death in 1833. Some time in 1828tranger came to his house in feeble health andowit
money. In that stranger William Morton found a et of the "mystic tile”. My poor pen shrinks fraime
task of even attempting to draw a picture of treaplires of the communing's of these two brothérs, vad
met thus so unexpectedly so "far away" from allife@amscenes and associations. Each reader cannméy
himself the "feast of reason and the flow of sauHich ensued upon such a meeting of two such caalgen
brothers. My humbler task will be performed by siyngtating the fact that there the stranger fourttbme
and every care and attention until death removeaab&R Gillespie to the mansions of eternity, the day of
November, 1825", and that the good, the true, thre pnd faithful brother, William Morton, erectddetmon-
ument which now speaks so eloquently of the virafedbe one and of the Masonic zeal of the other!

How strange, sometimes, do the ways of the wapjgkar! Brother Gillespie, though a stranger faryawa
from home and family, found a brother who bestowpdn him every care while living, closed his eyées a
death, buried him and then build a monument, whktthmarks the spot where he reposes.

That good brother who did all of this for a stranghen had a home and was surrounded by a nusierou
-# K # - , # J J K! &
ever memorable overflow of 1833 came in the Brd&iver, he happened to be somewhere in the Brazies bo
tom and was never seen or heard of again. He perishthe flood, with no tender hand to close lsse with
no loving friend, wife or child, to soothe his ld&iurs and speak words of comfort to him, with ne t bury
him! No stone marks the spot where he sleeps. Wipatradox! Here we see the penniless strangewnegei
the tenderest care, while living, and, when deadgeld and a monument erected to his memory! Thgaina
we see this good man, who so nobly performs thetsevehile in his own home, surrounded by his fanaily

/ /I # - & # & # / #- # & *
out a human hand to relieve his wants or lay himyam his grave. How sad! how melancholy! But we ar
assured that, when good men die their works sivalldfter them. This work of William Morton is destd to
live long and sacredly in the minds and traditioh$lasons, sacred to his own virtue and memoryabse it
is worthy to be handed down from generation to ggien as an example deserving the admiration iauiteh-
tion of all good and true Masons throughout all cagrtime. "By their works shall their faith be knoW

Where, | ask, in all past time, in what countrycbme, can any instance be found in which any Masas
ever exhibited, by his works, so true and transiceghg sublime Masonic virtue as did William Morton?

Among all the members of the 300 lodges (how ge&dl) in Texas, among all Masons elsewhere, who
can point me to another incident like this? Who pamt me to another William Morton? If he ever had
compeer in his fidelity to his Masonic professidmave failed to hear of him. That earliest, nobldexas
Mason and brother, whose example can not failaflocoming time, to reflect a halo of glory on aancient
and venerable order, especially in Texas, haslready stated, no stone to mark his grave - no mmami or
tablet erected anywhere upon which the record ®khbblime life and acts, as well as of his sad ead,be
made and perpetuated for the admiration and téaa good Masons and future generations. What nhere
fitting or what nobler work can the Masons of Texa®r perform than erect a suitable monument to the
memory and to the Masonic virtues of so good anglrsat a Mason as was this pioneer brother of Tékés
liam Morton.



Some twenty years ago, when a Masonic Lodge wastdizing organized at Richmond, some discus-
sion ensued as to what name the new lodge shoukl Adter several had been proposed, the writer 'sug
gested that "Morton Lodge" should be the name. dibeussion at once ended, and thus "Morton Lodge"
No. 72 received its name.

William Morton, without the aid of anyone, "dreWet designs on the 'trestle board' and executed them
without the aid of other 'craftsmen'." He broudie tlay out of which the brick and tablets were eyaix
miles on the back of a mule, and the mortar in Whiney were gathered and laid was made from shalls
shore, a distance of twenty seven miles from Riahrhauled them to be burned into lime for this s
Such rare and faithful devotion to a trust standbaut a parallel in history, and every patrioticadbn,
who is true to the sublime teachings and preceiptiserr grand brotherhood, should constitute hirfnasla
committee of one to see that the heroic trust,en@iielity and the Christ like charity of their hba broth-
er, William Morton, is fitly and appropriately con@morated in such an enduring manner that it walhgt
out in bold relief as an example worthy of emulatiny all those who pursue the pathway prescribethéy
craft.

In order to preserve some of the important Masamiaents in Texas, Grand Master W. H. Nichols ap-
pointed a Grand Lodge Committee on Masonic History883. In 1900, the first event reported by th@n-
mittee consisted of the proceeding article writteri872 by Brother J. S. Sullivan, deceased Pastdfiaf
Morton Lodge No. 72. The article first appearedhie Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Texas, AAM.
-1900. It was published again in "The Texas FreemasSpring-1984. No. 2, pp. 5-10 and is re-prinigth
the permission of the Most Worshipful Grand LoddeTexas. In 1936, the Worshipful Master of Morton
Lodge No. 72, Levi (Lee) Grayless undertook thé taisrebuilding the monument. Aided by Sam Reinke
(Senior Warden) and Paul Miller (Junior Warden)theconstructed the monument using as much ofutime r
as they could and placing the unusable rubble éntfid new structure. The fruits of their labor banseen in
Morton Cemetery.

The Snowball Express

From: Frank Richard Brown
To: carl@carlejones.com
Subject: Walk of Gratitude

Carl, this is one of my pet projects - the SNBAUL EXPRESS - it takes care of the families of & Veter-
ans who died in action since 9-11.

Once you attend one of their events, you'lhbeked. Most are young, strong American familié®wost their
daddy, and there are a bunch of them.

This particular outreach is on the same weekean@rand Lodge, so | told the organizers thabiila/ be tough
to get many Masons to turn out.. but | wanted tifypeverybody just in case they didn't go to Gramdige.

And finally, where there are a lot of Masonsowdupport the SNOWBALL EXPRESS, there is no orgathiz
Masonic presence. This is one of the best grokpsw of, and they are most certainly worthy of eupport.
S&F,

Dick
The Snowball Express
WE WILL NEVER FORGET

September 11, 2001 changed our world forever ésw changed the lives of many American familieseQv
the past decade true American Heroes, the men antew of the United States Military and their faesli have
made and continue to make extraordinary sacriticgsotect our freedom. These American Heroes ware\the
father or mother of the children we serve have gaédultimate price for our freedom. America isefeer in their
debt. The children and spouses that these heraes behind have also paid a very high price forfeeedom and
we are eternally grateful.

OUR MISSION

Honor America’s fallen military service membersondmave made the ultimate sacrifice since 9/11 byliiy
serving the families they left behind. Championirtiohildren’s future success by creating opporiesitor joy,
friendship, and communal healing, by connectinge¢hfamilies to one another.

We invite you to help us carry out this missionisla responsibility that we all share.

Ladies and Gentlemen:



It is unusual for me to send out mass emails, iths very special occasion where the Snowball &gr

Families will be in town and we are looking for alho salute our fallen American Heroes to comeandt
wave a flag in gratitude for what these brave mahwomen have provided to keep our country freep
preciation of your understanding and support.
Humbly,

Micki Sander

Snowball Express

The Walk of Gratitude - From Brenda Collins
Two weeks ago | meet a young family who did jusitthl meet a
mother and her 4 beautiful children at Skyball @hcby Gary
Sinise. The kids were so anxious to meet Gary #fiee concert. The
youngest boy Jr. three years old was playing ipeaker case take a
picture of me. | am sure every parent and graredpdras heard this
many times of kids of this age. The young boy wasanwng a shirt |
am proof my Daddy was a hero. | was so touchecntvihome to
Google the four children’'s names Yes score | wés talfind the story
of their fathers sacrifice. Still moved | lookem gee if the mother had
a Facebook page to tell her of the photos | woildel to send her | had
taken of little Jr. In the next few moments | wasught to tears by
what | can only think is probably a last photo $§t. Aceves with his four beautiful children. dll be too
young to every have any memories of his fathertbose handed down by his Mom, Zaniel 11,Noel 9
possible few memories Olivia 6 will have. Theithar paid the ultimate sacrifice in January of 2@drithe
Freedom we all have.

Visiting a Texas Lodge

an Irish Masonic Lodge, visiting a couple of Texakodges to compare Texas Lodges with his Irish
home Lodge. Thanks to the “irishfreemasonry.com” fo permission to reprint the story

Officers
There is a fairly different officetructure at work in Texas Lodges from Irish on@e table be
low is a brief comparison of the two:

Irish Lodges
Texas Lodges Onion Creek Lodge - Austin, Texas
WM, SW, JW, SD, JD, Sec, T, Chaplain Same.
DC None.
IPM No role for IPM.
Almoner Committees look after theiting of the sick.
Steward of Charities Widows are look#tdreon an ad hoc basis.
Inner Guard No Inner Guard.
Tyler (Optional) Always have Tilers.
Organist (Optional) Musician (Optional)
Steward Some lodges have rotatirggl foommittees, overse

by Junior and Senior Stewards aleresponsible for
Both food and the Lodge buildirend grounds

| noticed a few key differences in how the offEegrarticipated in Texas Lodge meetings. For starit
appears to be the duty of the SD to announce aBtgipresent at the meeting. Interestingly, thesi®Din the
North instead of with the SW. As noted above,Seand JD have little to do on the floor and, whesy do

act, don't use their wands. | found the use of/kefinstead of an IG to be somewhat awkward aseint the

Tyler was physically outside the room for at lg@estt of the meeting. Except during rituals anddiig, the
Tyler is allowed to sit in the doorway, with thealcopen so he can participate in the meeting. AbQ
Creek, when outside the door, he was able to vimegedings through a closable hole in the dodravien’t

and
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had the opportunity to see a Tyler at work in Inelabut | would
assume it would operate in much the same way.

The Texas Lodges seemed to rely on a combinafioffioers
to assist the WM, sharing the role of the DC betwdem. This
worked quite well, but did place additional worktoralready
busy Secretaries, Treasurers and others. Unlikeish lodges,
there appears to be no real role for IPMs. Atevipus meeting
in Buda, when the WM was absent, the SW actuabii tbe chair
in his place.

In Ireland, there is generally a progression tlothe officer
ranks for all members once they attain their MM rdeg The
Texas system of “going through the chairs” is etaly the
same. There are also certification requirementseta WM, SW
and JW (see below). In addition, officers are mnexglito attend courses mandated by Grand Lodgengluri
their term in office. No such formal requiremeessst in Ireland.

Bureaucracy

Given the more casual nature of the Texas lodgaswould expect this to extend to all areas of dag.
However, my impression is quite the opposite—Tdgdges are much more bureaucratic and rule-based th
Irish lodges. The most obvious example of thihésTexans’ use of Dues Cards. Each year aftengalyeir
annual dues, Texas Masons are issued a Dues Carld ads their name, home lodge information andta|no
indicating that they are current in their dues.egdrcards must be shown (along with a legal foriDpivhen
visiting other lodges. This ensures that only pgidnembers are able to visit other lodges.

Since | was visiting without a Dues Card, | was®either tested or had to produce my MM certié
(which 1 had with me, at the suggestion of my owodgje Secretary). However, since | couldn’t prdve 1
was paid-up, the first lodge | visited had me malspecial oath swearing that | was a current, ppidaems-
ber of my Lodge. At the second lodge | visitedids allowed in without this procedure when a menvides
had been present at my first visit vouched for rheuspect that Irish lodges are more casual abeniftying
visitors because a Mason is quickly known withieitiprovince. A couple of casual questions abdhe
members of your Lodge will quickly show whethemat you're legitimate. Also, given the small numbé
Irish lodges, it is probably very rare that a noaddn or a non-paid-up Mason would present themselsa
visitor.

Due to my very brief visit, | wasn't able to leaait of the particulars about the Texas systemivihg de-
grees. However, there are a lot of rules goverpnogression. When a new member wishes to joenp#tk-
ground research on them is much more detailed xag ¢éhan in Ireland. In addition to the basic infation
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you would expect would be gathered on a prospectieenber, the Texans also collect information about
where a person was born (including the hospitakjrtparents’ names, names of children and ex-wives

schools attended, etc.
Once initiated, each degree has a minimum andmari
amount of time at which a member can remain atdbgee
To progress, a member must demonstrate their kiolgelef
the degree by passing an oral test. Before therOGreek
meeting, | saw several Brethren discussing thegrek ap
plication forms with more senior Masons who apptyen
had to sign-off on their progress before they cdale their
test. At Onion Creek Lodge, Brethren attainingirtthéM
degree had their Masonic career commemorated wéiea
cial, oversized coin with all of the dates of theagrees as
well as being given a very ornate, massive Masaobitie.
By contrast, Irish Brethren are passed to the degtee afte
a minimum time period has elapsed and I've neven say
paperwork other than the conferring of the MM dexdite.

=
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1 )3 =-))48 >1/2* )/45- "/) certificate levels (A, B and C). Masons must mdrea

Once a Texas Mason achieves their MM, they cambeg
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body of ritual and pass an exam to receive a goegtificate. To attain a level C certificate, adda must
memorize all of the rituals related to running dge meeting (this certificate is required of anymmber wish-
ing to hold the offices of WM, SW or JW). The Briificate includes all of the ritual of the C céidate, but
adds degree ritual. The A certificate adds additisituals to those included in the B certificatll certifi-
cates last for only a few years and must be renaméitia Mason has held a certificate perpetualyrhore
than 25 years (at this point, they become lifetsedifications). Certificates are not requirednoémbers to
participate in degree ceremonies and even EAsllaneesl to play minor roles in assisting in givinggiees
/ 0 1 2 #I'# UH &

and closing an EA, FC, and MM Lodge and a Lodg&@fow.)

By contrast, there is no similar system in IrelatMembers are expected to master the meetindgitya
advancing through the officer ranks and must detnatestheir mastery of all or part of degree ceneiggl
before they're allowed to participate in degreeeogsnies. However, it appears to be possible ih bietand
and Texas to choose not to learn degree ritualiareffect, not participate in this element of Masp
Activities

Unfortunately, the single biggest difference betwdrish and Texas Masonry is in the level of segren
Ireland, most Masons would prefer to keep their tmership in the Craft a secret from their neighbpaos
workers and even extended family members. In Tedasons openly wear rings, shirts or adorn thais|c
with Masonic décor. When | lived in Texas, | alwaynew someone who was a Mason and could quickly
find a lodge—all you had to do was look for the sias sign outside. By contrast, Irish lodges hesgy
subtle signage and are very easy to miss. Sommaateed only with a modest square and compasseua-
al require complicated directions to even find!

The knock-on effect of this is that Texas lodges much more visible in the community. The Onion
Creek Lodge maintains a strong historic link witloeal primary school. They have an annual eventlie
students there that they attend in their lodgeshifhey were also recently invited to lay thenesstone of a
new public building as part of a public, civic evei®nion Creek Lodge also volunteers at the Séuistin Med-
ical Center where they provided more than 200 hotislunteer service in March alone. They can dadveat
Masonic symbols while performing these various pudhd volunteer functions.

Similarly, the Buda Lodge sponsors university $afships each year to the local high schools. Raoitiges
have public fundraisers and are visible at comnyuanents. Ironically, both are constantly seekirays to raise
their profiles among members of their local comrtigsito make it easier to attract new members.

By contrast, Irish lodges are almost invisibleheir communities. Most people in Irish towns prebably
unaware that there is a local Masonic lodge at 8His is not to say that Irish lodges don’t hdlpit communi
ties—most fundraise for local or national charigegh as the Samaritans. But, unlike their TexashBen, the)
tend not to participate in local festivals and pasa
Final Thoughts

Masonry in Texas has slightly unusual roots. Tinage their work back to English Freemasonry Reansyl-
vania) as well as from France (via Louisiana). ©hé¢he founding fathers of both Texas and Freemgsm
Texas was Stephen F. Austin. He first petitiorfezl York Grand Lodge of Mexico for a charter in 18ZBhis
application was rejected. He then successfullytipeed the Grand Lodge of Louisiana for a Chaitefl836
which was granted in 1838. The influences of ldHitions were blended in Texas and have creatddsonic
culture which is slightly different from that foumd the rest of the United States.

You can't help but soak up the history of the TeXadges. With famous Texas Masons including Davy
Crockett, Jim Bowie, Stephen F. Austin, Charles @ught (of the Goodnight-Loving cattle trail), GeAatry
and “Buzz” Aldrin, it's hard not to get sucked irtlee cowboy spirit at play in the lodges. The plkodf PMs
almost all donning their cowboy hats merely addhé&western feel of the two lodges | visited.

| greatly enjoyed visiting the two Texas lodgesl avill try to keep up with several of the membersét on
the nights. Coming from Ireland, | found the imf@lity of proceedings to be fun, but it also felteamplete with
the shorter rituals and less formal dress and iegahave to say | also missed the wand workhey3SD, JD an
DC. | would like to see Irish lodges incorpordte tegular talks into each meeting and | thinkighthbe worth
considering having degree ceremonies at separagnge, particularly if the Lodge has a lot of dsgceremo
nies across the year. While | enjoy them, theyl temmake the members a bit tired for the remairodehe
Agenda and might lead to less spirited discussfartteer business as the time gets later. | alsikttine two ap
proaches to duties have merit: the Irish systefl@r®imore opportunities for members to serve ase# while
the use of committees in Texas would seem to ditidevorkload more fairly.

Special thanks to Worshipful Brother Max Fisher,Gmion Creek Lodge No 220 (Texas) for checking|my
facts and helping to clarify my understanding ofvhsaw.
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What do you want for Christmas? Freemason memberspi?

By Sarah Coles

What do you get for the person who has everytling Christmas?
How about membership of the Freemasons? The Bftsleration of Co-
Freemasonry has a festive membership pack onaajlest £80.

So what do you get, and why is this secretive oogening its doors?

The Federation is advertising a Masonic Christ@dsPack. It offers
you a tour of your local Masonic Lodge, and antatvon to meet Masons
at a 'taster session'. If you are approved bydbal ILodge you also get a
year's membership.

If you're not approved, you get your money baeithough it would
still be a bit of disappointing gift if you didrget in after all that.

If you're interested, it asks that you make cartaough the website.

So why is it opening the doors?

A spokesperson confirmed that: "It is believedbt the first time any Masonic organisation has made

membership available as a Christmas gift." So winit2

This order of the Masons is actually one of theshiee and easy. It has operated in the UK sineebe-
ginning of the 20th century, and takes an inclusigproach: allowing women to join, and not beingsgrip-
tive about the kinds of jobs you have to be in,ry@ligion, your nationality or race. The Uniteda®d Lodge
of England is the one that still bars women.

The aim, it said, was to raise awareness of Freenmg, and encourage people to consider joinin
spokeswoman said: "We are hoping to reach somelgedm perhaps have never considered becom
Freemason before."

0. A
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"We are genuinely hoping to raise awareness awndtbmur numbers through this initiative and we hope

many of those who are gifted Masonic membership take it up and become valued members of our ¢
munity."

And don't worry, just because it's reasonablyusiele, it doesn't mean you have to miss out othalkitu-
al and ceremony at meetings - along with a uniqu@aach to spirituality - and the chance to hob with
the other masons (and to find out what all thosggming 'secrets'’ really are).

So is it for you?

On the one hand, Freemasons are a major partrof aceemmunities: offering a range of charitable sms
and donating considerable sums of cash to goodesatielping others is one of the central beliefreema

L0m-

sonry, and an organisation dedicated to the comgumd is not something to be dismissed out of hand.

On the other hand, you are accepting a new, asbnably secretive spiritual structure into yote.|rhe,
order itself says it provides a framework for lifgvhich will affect every aspect of your existeny@u will
embrace new ways of thinking, and are often engmdao join with a spouse so it can become a depdra
of family life - which seems like a big step tota&ing with a Christmas gift.

The spokeswoman confirmed: "Of course, if theyssgjently change their minds before joining, we
provide a full refund.”

But on reflection, it might be a bit safer to them that festive jumper instead...

G >

"Masonry is one of the most sublime and perfestitutions that ever was formed for the advanceré
<< -# ( / [, , /
It holds out allurements so captivating as to iressghie Brotherhood with emulation to deeds of glench as
must command, throughout the world, veneration applause, and such as must entitle those who pe
them to dignity and respect. It teaches us thoséulysvise and instructive doctrines upon whichnaldrue

<< - # # - < , & & & - /
it teaches us the duties which we owe to our naghtever to injure him in any one situation, lutbnduc
/I & > #< / # <,

true to our trust, and above éll meanness andnaigation, and in all our vocations to perform r'eﬂgsiy that
which we ought to do.[DUKE OF SUSSEX]",

wil

\"44

rfor




Surviving The Big Ones

By John “Corky” Daut

The big ones for me were that 16 year period betwthe Great Depression and World
War Il. Being born in 1928, | grew up during thardh times between the stock market crash
of 1929 and the end of World War Il in 1945.

In bad weather we usually played domino gamesr f&uorite was Shoot the Moon, but
some time we played just plain dominoes. Therense® be a difference in the way we
played plain dominoes, compared to our northerrsiosu In the southern version, the free
ends of the rows had to add up to five or a mudtigi five to score points. If you played a
domino with a five on the free end and the otheefend of the row had a five free, you
scored ten points, but if there was a double foupoe end and you played the double six on ther @he
you scored twenty points. Another difference waat tthe first double played was placed crossways an
called the spinner. You could play on it's endsvel as the side, making up to four free endslay pn.

Shoot the Moon was very popular. Even thoughita$ very similar to Forty Two, the most popular gam
for adults, the bidding and scoring was much simpléyou thought you could catch 3 tricks, youwa bid
3. Of course most of us would bid 4 on a 3 triakh hoping to get help from the widow.

For those who never played Moon, it is usuallylzaBded game. All of the blanks, except for thebdie
blank are removed leaving 22 dominoes. Each pldy@rs out 7 to play with. The highest bidder gbts
remaining domino, picks the 7 he wants to play waitld discards the eighth one before play starts.

Some of us had received a board game like Mongitisk or Parcheesi for Christmas or some another
special occasion. We would play the game on thkeylones front porch if the weather was above fregz
Of course we could play on the living room floout then we would be to close to adults and haveetave
accordingly.

Then of course there were also the card game®likemy, Hearts, Spades, Go Fish and Old Maid, éxcep
at the houses of people like my grandmother Daut balieved that cards were tools of the devil. Bhrez
76 years without ever tasting a root beer becatigs mame, but she played a mean game of Forty With
her friends in the Eastern Star. | don’t guessestee knew that a lot of people play Forty Two oodvi for
money.

In the summer time, | would often sit on my fretep waiting for some of the gang to show up atphrk
across the street. If one of them brought a balyned a bat and we could start a game of work @&y. the
way back in the early nineteen forties, the termnty’ meant the group of boys from ten or elevensyeid
to sixteen or seventeen who lived around Settggaktand normally played ball together.

Work up was a softball game you could play withfe@s as three players. With only three playersj yo
had a batter, a combination pitcher, first basearaha combination first baseman, fielder. Whenbkter
made three outs, he became the fielder. The pitsheame the batter and the fielder became thaapitc
When more people arrived they were added to thdieldtand the ones already there moved up to ersat
cond and third basemen. After enough players staype more were moved to home plate waiting to bat.

The large concrete slab at the west end of thie Ipamse only had one basketball goal on the naite e
It's pretty hard for 2 teams to play a real gamagishe same goal. Besides, we usually didn’t hervaugh
boys for 2 teams and often not even enough foafhtso we invented “Horse”. At least | think we emved
the game, maybe we stole it.

One boy would shoot a basket, preferably in fcdit way. Maybe over his shoulder, or bouncenit or
shoot from 25 or 30 feet away, or throw it undee ¢gg. Then each one of the other boys had to raddees-
ket in exactly the same way in his turn with onlyeary. When it got back to the leader’'s turn,wwld
shoot the ball in a different way. If the leadassed a shot, the next boy in line became the paddr. Eve-
ry time a player failed to duplicate a shot he wasigned a horse. After a player received 3 hphsesvas
out of the game. The winner was the last one stgndrhen we would start a new game.



Be Careful What you Say

In fact, be very careful.

Death is certain but the Bible speaks about urnyimeath!
Make a personal reflection about this.......
Very interesting, read until the end......
It is written in the Bible (Galatians 6:7):
/ #( - & |/ # & <

Here are some men and women who mocked God :

John Lennon (Singer): Some years before, durisgiriterview with an American Magazine, he said:
‘Christianity will end, it will disappear. | do nbave to argue about that.. | am certain. Jesusokialsut his
subjects were too simple, today we are more fartttars Him' (1966).

Lennon, after saying that the Beatles were maretes than Jesus Christ, was shot six times.

Tancredo Neves (President of Brazil ): During Bresidential campaign, he said if he got 500,0G@sv0
from his party, not even God would remove him fritv@ Presidency.
Sure he got the votes, but he got sick a day bdfemg made President, then he died.

Cazuza (Bi-sexual Brazilian composer, singer aret)p®uring a show in Canecio ( Rio de Janeirobilev
smoking his cigarette, he puffed out some smoletimt air and said: ‘God, that's for you.'
He died at the age of 32 of LUNG CANCER in a Hadgimanner.

The man who built the Titanic, after the constittof Titanic, a reporter asked him how safe thtanic
would be. With an ironic tone he said: 'Not everd@an sink it'
The result: | think you all know what happenedhe Titanic

Marilyn Monroe (Actress) She was visited by BiBraham during a presentation of a show. He said the
Spirit of God had sent him to preach to her. Aitearing what the Preacher had to say,
she said: 'l don't need your Jesus'.

A week later, she was found dead in her apartment

Bon Scott (Singer) The ex- - L$ G - 8DCD 7$ 7 <# 57#
going down all the way, down the highway to hell".
On the 19th of February 1980, Bon Scott was fodead, he had been choked by his own vomit.

Campinas (IN 2005) In Campinas , Brazil , a grotifriends, drunk, went to pick up a friend... Tineth-
er accompanied her to the car and was so worriedtdbe drunkenness of her friends
and she said to the daughter holding her hand,wmdsoalready seated in the car: 'My Daughter, Gd\@ibd
And May He Protect You.'

She responded: 'Only If He (God) travels In thmkr cause inside here... It's already full.’

Hours later, news came by that they had beenwedoin a fatal accident, everyone had died, thecald
not be recognized what type of car it had beensbrprisingly, the trunk was intact.

The police said there was no way the trunk coadelremained intact. To their surprise, insidetthek
was a crate of eggs, none was broken

Christine Hewitt (Jamaican Journalist and enteegisaid the Bible (Word of God) was the worst koo
ever written.
In June 2006 she was found burnt beyond recognitidier motor vehicle.

Many more important people have forgotten thatehe no other name that was given so much auyhorit
as the name of Jesus.
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"Freemasonry must stand upon the Rock of Truligioa, political, social, and economic. Nothingge
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means freedom of thought and expression, freedospiofual and religious ideals, freedom from oggsien,
freedom from ignorance, superstition, vice and tsigdreedom to acquire and possess property, targh
come at pleasure, and to rise or fall accordingitioof ability. [H. W. COIL]",



“Dew Drops On The Wall”

12 I -# % 5& / - 5& -
Army and put in an engineering company that wake@ new trial military program. Our outfit, the
“821 Engineer Aviation Battalion” was assignedhe Air Force doing construction work on Air Force
bases in France. We were told that we were doingan for the war effort, but it never felt like 5o,
| will never forget and always honor those men dught and those who made the supreme sacrifice,
in every way | can. Corky

From The November 2012 Global Fraternal Network Bletter
It was a warm, spring morning. The sun was shimngll its’ glory and the aroma of the grass atahfs
covered with early morning dew gave one an inssamisation of being so glad to be alive. Later tpday
wife and | will be boarding a chartered tour busddour - day trip to our Nations Capitol. We tesl Wash-
ington, D.C. many, many years ago, including AdorgNational Cemetery and the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier, but this trip has a much more meaningtuppse to it. This was before the Vietham Wall ehtem-
brance was erected. After seeing the monumentghwdo not change over the years, my wife and | were
spend a good portion of the morning in ArlingtontiNiaal Cemetery. The last time we were here wasityve
seven years ago when we attended the military &lrier our son Paul, who was killed in action, irehiam.
He was twenty - two years old. It is a beautifidqa, well kept and extremely peaceful. My wife ahkaow
exactly where our son’s final resting place is,wa immediately headed in that direction. It wasitaob a
walk, so we took our time, hand in hand. No wordsevexchanged. We came to the section where our son
rests and proceeded to walk across the recentlyethi@neen grass until we were at his marble headston
Paul J. Comstock
PFC
U.S. Army
Vietnam
Feb 19 1949
June 3 1971
It is almost impossible for us to comprehend thatare standing at the grave of our son. He wag onl
twenty - two years old.
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new bike when he claimed the training wheels weraéecessary until he fell and scraped his knee fikits
time at bat in Little League was a disaster. Hacstiout. All the things a young boy does during stage of
life. | could go on, but you know of what | am skieg. He was twenty-years old when he came to eigl, his
Moms hand and said, “It is time for me to go, Mortt.tvas then we realized that war had come to tbddwv
again, and families were broken apart never tdhbesame. His eyes glistened as he left us, fordseours no
more, nor we his. He had started his solitary virai& the world of man’s inhumanity to man. My soname
is one of the 58,249 names inscribed upon the Walemembrance. Can you imagine that? Fifty-eigbti
sand two hundred and forty nine young men and wogaee their lives during that war! The figure iaggjer-
ing.
What disturbed me the most is when our son’s bweay brought home, the casket was sealed, and wee wer
</ - # # </ - -bye. Did he suffer? Where was he hit
and by what? Many unanswered questions remaingil,aushort time after the funeral we received tele
from a soldier who was in my son’s company. He gasdhe details as to how our son died. He wrad th
while out on patrol, the enemy ambushed them. Mbshe men in the squad were wounded including our
son. Disregarding his own wounds, he picked up carded most of the wounded to an area for covee T
letter writer was the last man our son was cargyvitnen a grenade went off directly in front of théBecause
our son was carrying him on his back, our son thekfull blast and the shrapnel just tore his bapart. With
all the strength his body could muster, he carhisdwounded comrade in arms as far as he couldydéie
dropped from loss of blood. He had saved one niferé&éfore he
died a short time later. | answered his letter widiny thanks. This brings some closure.
Later, after we stood and just stared at the magldve marker for what seemed to be an eternipvife
5 - / : & (# & 5 & ,



tears that were there, but were never released fEfidreely and neither Mom nor | attempted tddchthem
back. We were not alone, for through our tearledikeyes, we could see others sharing the sameiexpe.
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ing place one last time. | came to attention, sed@psalute, and with a quivering voice said:

“So long, my Son, sleep with God,

You have no more to give.

You gave your young life so courageously,

So others, like us may live.”

After arriving back at home, | went upstairs ts hbom. Everything was exactly as it was the dajefie
for the Army. Even the clothes he sent home aftenridoctrination still lie folded on the chair e his
bed. All the school pictures of him, his teammateg] all the trophy’s, are still standing on thelghTime
seems to have just stood still. His baseball glewtbere in the corner, and as | pick it up andtlgesiide my
- 5 - / < & # #<
gently flow from his heart to my mine. | removee thjiove and placed it back in the spot where it,\aad as
| slowly closed the door to his room, | said, “Mgns once again, | bid you farewell. For the briefd that
you honored me with your presence, you taught meerabout life than anything | have experienced. éNoh
us knows how much time we will have on this edbtlt,| do know that when my time comes, | can ordpda
that | have become half the man you had alreadgrbec

As the final notes of “TAPS” fade away, we know wi#l never understand. The only thing we can do is
to enshrine them in our memories and to keep faith them by doing our best to create and preséree
kind of world they would have enjoyed.

War drew them from our homeland in the sunlit sgtime of their youth. Those, our comrades in arms
who did not return, remain in perpetual springtifieeever young, and a part of them is with us ferev
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laughter and the sweet smell of life you have fostever. This | owe you as long as | live. | malauthis
promise. | will never forget.

May no soldier go unloved - May no soldier walkraé - May no soldier be forgotten - Until they @ime
home

Let us pray to the Supreme Commander that alcomrades in arms will soon be back within our ranks
Those who do not return, may we never forget thaarifices. May God cradle each one of these harmes
His loving arms. May each of them walk with God atekp with the Angels.

MAY GOD BLESS THOSE WHO PAID THE SUPREME SACRIFICE.

Pictures That Can Tell A Story

Some are sad and some are glad, but they all tellstory.



