1he Small Town Texas Masons E-magazing

San Jacinto Lodge 106 A.F. & A. M.

106 Bell St. In Willis, Texas

The Small Town Texas Mason's E-Magazine

The Small Town Texas Mason's E-Magazine is nolia#id with any state Grand Lodge or individ-
ual Blue Lodge.

It was created to enlighten, educate and entelsons and non-Masons alike and as title sug-
gests, it does feature a small town Texas Masoodgé and a story of Texas Masonic history in each
issue.

Copyright Information
No © Copyright. Free To Use.

Any material in this site may be used to incraaseunderstanding of Freemasonry

A very sincere effort was made to avoid using emgyrighted material, without permission or giv-
ing credit to the author, in the creation of thigb site. If you discover something that is yowih-
out giving you due credit, please let me know and credit will be given or the item will be repéat



Contents

Page# Story

3. San Jacinto Lodge 106 A.F. & A. M.
4. Catholic Brother Speaks Out For Peace In NewokBo
5. Black Watch Masonic Degree Team in Ohio in Apri
Did You Know - Brother Danny Thomas’ Stamp
6. Masonic Lodge In Italy Appoints Catholic Pridst Chaplain
7. The Heraldry And Lore Of The US Great Seal t(Har
9. Western Star Lodge #2 F. & A.M.
11. Thoughts From a Young Mason 32°
13. “On The Tarmac”
15. Did U Know - Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
16. Solomon's Temple Samplers
17. Last Night | Knelt Where Hiram Knelt
18. The Problem of Fraternity
19. Imagining The Grand Lodge Above
20. 10 Planks Of Lodge-Building
21. A Bit of Masonic History
22. Clark County Granges: The Original Social Netwvo
23.The Library & Museum of Freemasonry
24.The Final Words Of Brother Steve Jobs
Learn Freemasonry Tricks And More
25. Last Grand Master of the Knights Templar
28. Which Lodge is the Oldest Masonic Lodge in\Weeld? (Part 1 of 2)
31. Memory Lane: Pub’s Handshake With FreemasoissoH
32. A Did You Know - From The West
Brother James K. Biggs 85 Year Mason
33. The Junior Order United American Mechanics
34. DeMolay Is Alive And Well In New York
35. The Library & Museum of Freemasonry
36. Learn Freemasonry Insider Secrets And More
Remember Your Absent Brother

The Old Folks Section (Not necessarily about freensanry)
37. Things | Learned Growing Up
38. Pop Psych: Nine Key Words Used By Women
Don’t Under Estimate The Influence Of Television
39. Brother Harry Truman
For Folks With Cell Phones
40. Eggs Don’'t mix With Water



San Jacinto Lodge 106 A.F. & A. M.

History of the San Jacinto Lodge 106 A.F. & A. M
Chartered on January 31, 1853, San Jacinto Lod6« |"h )
has been apart of the growth of the community off'
lis, Texas. Before becoming the City of Willis, ttmavn
of Danville was established in 1853. Then in 18%Q;
lis became a town and was named the Houston
Great Northern Railroad, for two brothers, Petesntl
Richard S. Willis, residents of nearby Montgom
Texas, who deeded the right of way for the railraad
town site. Currently, the lodge is located at 104l
Street where it has been since 1955. What foll®na
historical look back at the musings of the lodgenfrits§
charter in 1853 to today. S
Published during the 1870s, one of Willis' newspspe
the Willis Index was owned an operated by M.C. iegstho was Master of the Lodge eleven times fr@&nsL
- 1900. In the June 29, 1885 and July 31, 1885,Gatdber 16, 1885 editions of the index under "Leot\p-
tices" it read: "San Jacinto Lodge #106 meets ibs¢ $unday before the full moon in each month. M.C
Leslie, WM." Between leaving Danville in 1853 an85b, San Jacinto became a "moon” lodge. A "moon
lodge meets according to the phase of the mootgadsf the same day every month. This was totasgis-
bers in riding their horses to the lodge by modriligAs reported above, San Jacinto met on Saturdagr
before the full moon. This custom is still obsertgdsome Texas lodges.

On May 5, 1919, a fire broke out in the Runnelsestan the first floor of the Masonic hall and spresrth
through other buildings. The cause of the fireas known and caused $35,000 in damage. The lodggdwo
catch fire two more times in different locationgvbeen 1882 and 1919 before settling on its pregeyerty.
Interestingly, all the owners of the buildings warembers of the lodge and past masters or woudd adater
date. Later that year in 1919, the lodge was gdaateharter to meet in an unoccupied second flbarschool
building where the Master Masons Degree would b&erced on Brother L.Q. Goff. Goff would go onto
serve as Master of the Lodge in 1922 and 1926.

It was reported in lodge records, that the lodge feated the south wall of the building to TargelvArtising
Co.

In December of 1935, the lodge changed from beingan lodge to having meetings on the first Mondiy
each month.

During the 1940s and up until the 1970s severakeeices were made to an annual oyster supperbhudig
1951, there were over 100 in attendance for theeogsipper and did not close down until 11:15 p.m.
Presently the lodge has stood at 106 Bell Streeesl955 and remains a vital cornerstone withinctimamu-
nity.

(Historical information courtesy of Affiliated Paslaster John L. Massey, Past Secretary of San tdacin
Lodge 106 Jesse Robert Huffman)

In 1839 the Mormons left Missouri and settled le &area of Nauvoo, IL. On October 15, 1841, the IL
Grand Master issued a dispensation to form a laddéauvoo. On March 15th, 1842, Joseph Smith receiv
his first degree and the others shortly after. &eiirregularities were reported - in five monthe todge initi-
ated 256 candidates and 243 were raised. Aftewstigation, the Grand Master revoked the dispensabat
the lodge continued to work. On April 5, 1844, Mermon masons dedicated a Masonic Temple. IL Masons
got in trouble for taking part in the ceremony. Ogition to the group and internal dissension lethebassas-
sination of Joseph Smith and the removal of therivtors from IL.




Rewritten from PRWeb New York NY
24 June 2008

il A psychologist and caregiver to 9/11 victims, @triRk Swift speaks
) # 1 out against religious intolerance in his new badke Mountain, Many
()ne WY e theteziter | Paths, An American Freemason Speaks Out For Pé&eel tompelled
e 08 8 to speak out as a Freemason against religiousenatate because it
l\’Tany IRERANNI | oo ons to tear America and our world apart,$ Swift. "Faith in God
e 1 and religious tolerance are basic American valughinvour govern-
4 ment and our Constitution. Founding fathers likeofge Washington,
Ben Franklin, and John Hancock understood the itapoe of this as
y | Freemasons."
Holding a firm belief that our likenesses vastiraumber our differ-

o ki ences, Dr. Swift compiled his book in the wake Hf19 It contains up-
Dr. Patrick Swift 8 lifting quotes from the sacred texts of all theagreeligious traditions
8 including Christianity, Judaism, and Islam, andiganized into chap-
ters such as "Love One Another" and "Love Your Epém

There was a free limited period download In cedéibn of Independence Day and freedom of religion i
America where Double Eagle Press will be makingetBeok version available for free download througho
July Fourth weekend (7/4/08 to 7/6/08) at http:/imanemountainmanypaths.com

The book placed in the 2007 USA Best Book Awarrts the 2008 Nautilus Book Awards.

According to Reverend Dr C Welton Gaddy, Presiadrithe Interfaith Alliance,

Dr Swift thoughtfully and beautifully shares witls & collection of some of the wise words
from diverse spiritual traditions that can do ferwhat they did for him - evoke an appreciation
for diversity, provide counsel that creates a loggior unity, instill peace within us personally,
and inspire us to work for peace globally.

According to Reverend William Sinkford, Presidefhthe Unitarian Universalist Association of Congge
tions,

Dr Swift's work manages to show not only that ¢hisrwisdom in all the world's great faith tra-

ditions, but also the remarkable similarity of gedus message. In this era when we are told that
our differences should divide us, Dr. Swift's wathows so clearly that our differences can be
blessings.

Swift says, "We urgently need charity and respecbne another's faiths in this world, not morgdbry
and religious intolerance.” According to the mastent data available on hate crimes in the USAFBE
reports that in 2006 there were 7,722 hate criraperted in America of which 1,462 were religiousipti-
vated. "When Christian leaders like Reverend RadlByawage war against Islam from the pulpit, yewot
to wonder what they're thinking," says Swift. "Diathiey realize that they have a part in incitingfiot and
violence, like religious extremists have done frafar?"

Dr Swift is a practicing Catholic who formerly tnad to become a Jesuit priest. "l see Freemasman
interfaith fraternity in which | can share a commumalief in God with men of other faiths while maiimting
my identity as a Catholic. Being able to call a J#va Muslim my brother increases my hope for peadbe
world," Swift says.

Freemasonry is the oldest and largest interndtioaternity dedicated to a brotherhood of man urtte
fatherhood of a supreme being. Although of a religi nature, Freemasonry is not a religion. It unges
members, however, to be faithful and devoted ta thwen religious beliefs. There are an estimategl ril-
lion Freemasons in the United States.

As a clinical psychologist at NYU Medical CentBr, Swift has cared for thousands of people fronmfedif
ent faiths. "If there is one thing I've learnedaasiember of a world-class medical center, it's thamwork,
compassion, and mutual respect are critical wheorites to getting our patients through a healtis;rre-
gardless of the patient or treatment team's relgidifferences,” says Swift. "Why should the pepicess
be any different?"



Black Watch Masonic Degree Team in Ohio

Members of the Black Watch Masonic Degree Tearm:
Scotland will be in Cincinnati for two weeks andllvenjoy a
variety of social and fraternal programs while theyere. Bes
of all, they will provide two exemplifications ohé Scottist
Master Mason degree.

The first Scottish Master Mason degree will beneghfied in
Portsmouth, Ohio on April 14, 2012. The second take place
at the Cincinnati Masonic Center on April 20, 2@ will fea-
ture a special dinner.

You do not need to be a Scottish Rite Mason tchmase tick:
ets to the two Scottish Master Mason degree evaiitdlaster 4 gl M -l
Masons in good standing may buy tickets to eithebath de-#si s
gree presentations.

Tickets are required for both portrayals of tlet8sh Master Mason degree. They are sold thragh

Valley of Cincinnati only and are available on stficome, first served basis. Ticket orders willdoeepted
by mail and electronically through the Website, wa2masons.com.

Did You Know - Brother Danny Thomas’ Stamp

Brethren,

Charity is no doubt close to the heart of everysdbg and every Mason has their very ¢
favorite. Mine is the St. Jude's Children's Hodpltann's Stamp News reports a stamp will
issued by the United States Postal Service in 2ring Brother Danny Thomas. Lini
Stamp news is the leading authority on stamp cioigcW. Bro. Norm Lincoln provided rr
with this information. Thank you W. Bro. Norm. Ontles stamp comes out, buy it and pt
Brother on your snail mail. {

Amos Alphonsus Muzyad Yahkoob was born Jan. 64l@1Deerfield, Michigan the fiftl. &8
of nine children of Lebanon immigrants. He grewinioledo, Ohio, graduating from Woo =
ward High School. He then decided on a career awsbusiness. In 1934 he was singing™s
radio as Amos Jacobs. Two years later he begaand sp comic show in Chicago night clu
During World War Two he was a USO performer withriae Dietrich.

In 1946 he changed his name to Danny Thomas amwi@ finia first movie "Unfinished Dance" with Margaret
O'Brien. He continued in films with "Big City" 1948ith Robert Preston, Call Me Mister" 1951 with BeGra-
ble, "I'll See You in my Dreams" 1951 with Dorisypand a remake of "The Jazz Singer 1953 with Péggy In
it the Roman Catholic actor played a Jewish sinjed 952 he was on television in "The Four Star iR8vIn
1953 he made his debue as Danny Williams in tle@sit"Make Room for Daddy” on ABC. Jean Hagen played
his wife. Sherry Jackson and Rusty Hamer were liidren. Supporting players were Hans Conreid, AtenEu-
nicello, Pat Harrington, Jr., Sid Melton and Jeddgte. In 1957 the show moved to CBS with Marjdcerd as
his wife and Angela Cartwright as her daughter. heme was changed to "Make Room for Danny". Irttedl
show won four Emmys. Danny became a producer @roINV programs such as The Dick Van Dyck Show, The
Andy Griffith Show, The Real McCoys, The Joey Biglfshow and The Mod Squad. Danny Thomas made occa-
sional records from 1947 for MGM and RCA Victor. ephincluded on 78RPM and 10" LP "The Unfinished
Dance" and "The Jazz Singer" soundtrack. "Make R@mnbanny" ended in 1964. Six years later he regdrfor
one season in "Make Way for Granddaddy". Meanwhil¢he suggestion of his friend Cardinal Strit€iChicago
he opened St. Jude's Children's Research Hospitdemphis. It has served 20,000 children and hasnaiow-
ment of more than one billion dollars. Danny Thordasd of a heart attack Feb. 6, 1991 in Los Angelzdifor-
nia. He and his wife Rose Marie are buried on tieeigds of St. Jude Hospital.

Brother Danny Thomas was raised in Gothic Lodge 2@, Hamilton Square, New Jersey, March 15, 1984.
He was a dual member of Palisades Lodge No. 63#a9donica, Ca. He became a member of the Scdriigh
in 1985 and also joined the Shrine.

May We Meet Upon Thg _Act By The And Part Upon Th¢_
From W. Bro. Dwight D. Seals - Camden Lodge #168mden, Ohio




Masonic Lodge In Italy Appoints Catholic Priest As
Chaplain, Claims “Openness” To Catholic Church

From The Unhived Mind Leave at, http://theunhiveddacom/wordpress/?p=18377

Masonic Lodge in Italy appoints Catholic PriestGsaplain claims openness'“-nm
Catholic Church ' -
Rome, Italy, Aug 8, 2005 / 12:00 am (CNA) In amugual show of “openness”
the Catholic Church, a Masonic lodge in Italy hasaunced the appointment SIS
Catholic priest as chaplain. The news was annouduedg an address to membr}._ )%

of the lodge by Grand Master Fabio Venzi of therf@draodge of Ancient Free arj =
Accepted Masons of Italy. During his address annmgnthe appointment of th
priest, whom he did not identify by name, Venzi lekped what he considers to | &
the relationship between freemasonry and the Gati@iurch. “If we examine thy S sl as
documents at our disposal and if we look at thdrests of the presumed incompg} i s =
bility of the Catholic Church with freemasonry, wight get the impression that \§
find ourselves in the presence of a comedy of sfttie said.
“The documents of the Holy See,” he continuede “aften based on Masonic [~
alities which we consider ‘irregular,” and therefarot representative of true Mas¢
ic tradition.” “The rituals that have been studeld are considered typical of M Pr i
sonic thought are not known exactly, but this deeisappear to be a questlon of g
tle importance, since we know that rituals can fewyn lodge to lodge.”
Likewise, Venzi stated that “the first chaptertioé book Freemasonry, by Zb
niew Suchecki of the Pontifical Lateran Universdgd published by the Libe
Editrice Vaticana, notes: ‘During the last centuhg Grand Eastern Lodge of Fra
and the Grand Eastern Lodge of Italy were amongntbet anti-clerical Mason a1
lodges in the world.” We hope that in the futurlegde lodges, which historicaEssg _ﬁ?::.-*.ff:' :
have represented the Anglo-Saxon Masonic traditiohpe considered typical.” [E / 7
On the other hand, Venzi continued, “When a smpéning was conceded, tlZ / 4o
was not done with much intelligence or common seham referring to Canon 23¥%///4 /
of the 1917 Code of Canon Law. Under this normretiveas a sanction for Catholif/4.
who were members of organizations that in fact nmaettur contra Ecclesiam, t
is, that ‘plotted against the Church’.” .
Venzi noted that “we have always treated the F8#g with great respect, and
have even named a lodge after Pius Il, Enea Sfidgoolomini. This is unique in t
history of freemasonry.”
At the end of address, Venzi announced the apmpeint of a grand official “wh

L) ]
will probably be a part not only of the historyltdlian freemasonry, but also of t_
history of freemasonry in the world, and | don’inthl am wrong. The grand offici
| am appointing is a priest of the Catholic Chulcit me say it again, of the Catholic Church.”

With this appointment, Venzi claimed to be “makiagyesture of openness. Never before has a Masonic
lodge made such a gesture towards the CatholicaBhdristancing itself from other irregular Masotodges
that, with their anti-clericalism, have caused mbalm to the image of freemasonry in the world.”

“We have played our part and we hope the Churdhlayi the groundwork and have the patience to deal
with the peculiarities and differences within therld of freemasonry,” Venzi said in conclusion.

L

In July 1863, Confederate raiders rode Vegsailles, IN, capturing the local militia and aliag the
county treasury. The next day, General John Mo(G&4), learned that his men had also made off thi¢h
jewels of the local lodge. They were returned thWing day. Morgan was from Daviess Lodge #2&x1
ington, KY.




The Heraldry And Lore Of The US Great Seal

Part Il of II.

In 1782, Congress appointed a design artist, &illBarton of Philadelphia, to bring a proposaltfer na-
tional seal. For the reverse, Barton suggestedtae¢h layered pyramid underneath the Eye of Penae.

The motto which Barton chose to accompany thegdesas, Deo favente perennis, "Enduring by therfavo
of God".

Barton explained that the motto alluded to the ByeProvidence:
"Deo favente’ alluded to the eye in the Eye of Rteuce."”

For Barton, Deus (God) and the Eye of Providenemwhe same enti-
ty.

In light of the fact that the theme 13 was incldidbroughout both
sides of the seal, a month later, Charles Thomswnded Barton's mot-
to with a phrase containing 13 letters. The mottdah® front of the seal E
pluribus unum already had 13 letters.

Thomson suggested a phrase that was synonymdesotdavente but
with thirteen letters: hence Annuit coeptis.

When Charles Thomson provided his official exptammaof the mean-
ing of this motto, he wrote: "The Eye over it [thgramid] and the motto
Annuit coeptis allude to the many signal intergoss of providence in

Barton’s extraordinary rendition ~ favor of the American cause."

Hence, the motto and the Eye of Providence bdtlded to the same
reality. The Eye of Providence was commonly undedtas a symbol for God and destiny. Hence, Annuit
coeptis is translated by the US State Departmkat{tS Mint, and the US Treasury as "He (God) hasré&
our undertakings."

It's a Masonic symbol!

True, and the handshake is also a Masonic gestimé&. both are not
confined to Freemasonry. Clearly in the words @& dmiginators of the
US Great Seal, there was no intended Masonic catiant

The Eye of Providence or the all-seeing eye igmb®l showing an
eye surrounded by rays of light or a glory, andallguenclosed by a tri-
angle. It is often interpreted as representingefeeof God keeping watch
¥ on humankind.

In its current form, the symbol first appearedthie west during the
17th & 18th centuries, but representations of dfseding eye can be
traced back to Egyptian mythology and the Eye ofudoHowever, it is
first in Buddhism that the eye is associated wittniglicate. Buddha is
also regularly referred to as the "Eye of the Wobthldoughout Buddhist
scriptures and is represented as a trinity in tiaps of a triangle known as the Tiratna or Tripkn( 17th-
century depictions of the Eye of Providence somesishow it surrounded by clouds. The later addibioan
enclosing triangle is usually seen as a more expiigitarian reference to the God of Christianity

Eye of Ra, chief deity of the ancient Egyptiaisp&nown as the eye of Horus.

All-seeing eye on the tower of Aachen cathedral.

In Europe, the dominant system of symbols had hkerscience and art of heraldry (or coats of arms)
which was a graphic system of recognition datirmgrfrat least 1100 CE. Many inn and shop signs wiere a
heraldic, or at least were strong graphic reprediems. There must be hundreds of pubs in Englatiéd
‘Red Lion’l. In Boston, Henry Price read his charte 1733 at the Bunch of Grapes Tavern, St Andsew’
Lodge met at the sign of the Green Dragon, Josiahkfin (Ben Franklin’s father) traded at the smnthe
Blue Ball, and Hopestill Capen nearby (at the bogdhat is now the Union Oyster House) tradedtHatsign




of the cornfields.”

All-seeing eye on the tower of
Aachen cathedral.

With the Renaissance and growth of printing andligion, the system of
heraldry declined, and new grants of arms becaraecomplicated.

People also had a need for representation of suwrglex ideas, and some
of these abstractions had not been expressed bafbegaldry. Certainly there
were extant symbols of philosophical values in lugya

The pelican vulning — a symbol of piety (seerhi@ Scottish Rite).

The white lily — a symbol of purity/virginity

A lion — valor. No shortage of martial values iraldry!

Bees or beavers — industry. Note the beehive mumMasonic Emblems,
and beavers are supporters of the arms of the Guadge of Massachusetts.

But people wanted symbols for abstract concepth s liberty and free-
dom. The new Emblem Books provided fanciful symifoighese.

Emblem books are a particular style of illustravedk developed in Europe
during the 16th and 17th centuries, normally comtg about one hundred
combinations of pictures and text.

Each combina-
tion consisted of a

woodcut or engraving accompanied by one or
more short texts, intended to inspire their readers
to reflect on a general moral lesson derived from
the reading of both picture and text together.

The books are closely related to the personal
symbolic picture-text combinations called person-
al devices, known in Italy as imprese and in

France as devises.

All-seeing eye that appears on the top of the
Declaration of Human Rights in the French Revo-

lution 1789.

Emblem books, both secular and religious, at-
tained enormous popularity throughout continen-

tal Europe.

The books were especially numerous in the
Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, and France. The
first and most widely disseminated emblem book,
the Emblemata, was published by Heinrich Steyn-

er in 1531 in Augsburg.

Benjamin Franklin, with his curious mind, is
highly likely to have seen and studied some of
these Emblem Books, and almost certainly the
gentlemen who designed the US Great Seal had
also perused them, and selected both the unfin-
ished pyramid and the all-seeing eye from their

pages.

R

On June 7, 1921, Mystic Lodge #21 of RedkBah] had conferred half of the MM degree on brothe
Lyman C. Van when the power went out. He didn'enee the rest of the degree for several weeks, mgaki
him for a time, a "two and half degree" mason.



Western Star Lodge #2 F. & A.M.

“Western Starodge”.

Lodge originated during the years just prior te Wrerritory of
California becoming a State.This was accomplishedarily
through the efforts of two men, Peter Lassen arsdt8d Woods.

Peter Lassenin 1840, Peter Lassen came to Cadiférom
Missouri. He lived here for the next seven yeard daring this
time formulated plans for a new town. He proposedotate it
near present day Vina in what is now Tehama Coaontlgis Mex-
ican land grant, the Rancho Bosquejo. In 1847, dmassturned to
Missouri to gather people to help build and regidéhe town. Lassen, at that time, was a memb&variren Lodge
#74 of Warrenville (or Keytesville), Missouri. Heaw well aware of the desirability of having a Masdmodge
located in his proposed new community. But, as ¢asgas not the Master or Past Master of any lodgesould
not hope to obtain a Charter. While forming his amdrain he met Saschel Woods, a Presbyterian tmis
Woods was then a member of Wakanda Lodge #52 abf@awn, Missouri. More important, however, Woaods
was a Past Master.

Saschel WoodsApplication was made to Joseph FdStand Master of Missouri, for a Charter and itswa
granted on May 10, 1848. The Charter designatedn®d¥Voods as Master, Lucien E. Stewart as Senendénh,
and Peter Lassen as Junior Warden of Western Stiyel #98 to be held at a convenient place in Gaid under
the Jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of MissourieT¢onvenient place was the new town of Benton Qityas-
sen’s Rancho Bosquejo. The name Benton City wasetkethrough the influence of Saschel Woods. He ajas
friend and admirer of Thomas Hart Benton, the digtished United States Senator from Missouri. Wowmds
able to prevail upon Lassen to name his new towrtdeCity in honor of Senator Benton.

Saschel Woods took custody of the Charter andghrtoit to California on Lassen’s wagon train. Herth
formed Western Star Lodge #98 and held its firseting on October 30, 1849, at Benton City. It sdda# noted
that this was prior to the forming of any other gedn this State. California Lodge #13, at San €isoo, held its
first meeting in November of 1849 and reportedirs meeting date in a letter dated December 3491 as fol-
lows:

“...Agreeably to your permission our infant boalgs duly organized

been held,... John H. Gihon Secretary.”

This letter was read on February 20, 1850, ineordtord of a Special Communication of the Granddeoof
The District of Columbia, which had issued the @raof California Lodge #13 on November 9, 1848.

As the Territory of California evolved into a Stats Masonic community was actively attemptingstablish a
new Grand Lodge here. There were two formal attertpicreate the new Grand Lodge and Western Stdgd.o
#98 was active in both.

In February and March of 1850, the first attengpfarm a Grand Lodge of California was made by gaies

Lo #$% & # " & ( & )
* + %9 * n - ( *
L %$ 0 11 2 3 (

4 56. %%l & #+ 6

was not represented. The delegates met in Sacraraaedtdecided the new Grand Lodge was to be callbd
Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Ancient York MasainCalifornia” and a Constitution was adoptedlifGania
#+ 7 (
Lodge began. On April 5, 1850, a notice was plaoethe Placer Times and other newspapers in the, sgned
by Saschel Woods (then Master of Western Star L&@@ as chairman. Woods called for a conventioMagter
Masons to meet on April 17, 1850 in Sacramentdr{t@again) to organize a Grand Lodge. Thus, Mastasons
from Western Star Lodge #98, Connecticut Lodge &&ifornia Lodge #13, New Jersey Lodge U.D., aadift
-11 89 . ! ( : 4 . " & ;
was formed.
Upon assignment of numbers for the Lodges of e Grand Lodge, California Lodge #13 was errongousl
given the number “1”. This action was based ontfaulformation given relative to their first meegirdate, re-
ferred to in the first proceedings of the Grand g®af California only as “in October” with no exatdte speci-



fied.

Thus, Western Star Lodge #98, the oldest Charteoelde in the State of California and the firsinteet and
organize, became Western Star Lodge #2. Connedtaide #75 became Tehama Lodge #3. New Jersey Lodge
U.D. became Berryman later, Jennings Lodge #4fiea@dge U.D. became Benicia Lodge #5.

On May 9, 1851, the now Western Star Lodge #2 Isaigd received permission from the Grand Lodg€aif
ifornia to change its meeting location from Ben@ity to Shasta City which was then the County $¢alhe new-
ly formed Shasta County, one of the original 27ntms of the new State of California.

On June 14, 1853, fire destroyed the businessatist the town of Shasta City, including the lginlg in which
the Lodge was meeting. From June of 1853 until Ddxer 27, 1854, the Lodge met in the second stoBeoia-
min Shurtleff ’'s home, on a hill overlooking themo. A notice appearing in the December 15, 1854&h@ouri-
erOn December 27, 1854, Saint John’s Day, the Lodageopened for the last time at that location rmoded in
Grand Procession to its new meeting place, a nek building on Main Street. This building, refedréo in 1854
as “Norton & Tucker’s fireproof brick building” casted of a basement, first and second floor. Boersd floor
was purchased by the Lodge as its meeting placéramdSaint John’s Day of 1854 to the presentag kerved as
Western Star’'s Lodge room. In the late 1850’s thdde was able to purchase the remainder of thdibgil The

< 1

On September 15, 1928, Grand Master Will H. Fisdffciated at the dedication of a vault locatadhe front
entrance foyer of the Lodge building. This vaultsveanstructed by a grant from the Grand Lodgedesind pre-
serve the relics, documents, antiques and artfl&asonic historic value then in the possessiothefLodge. As
the years have gone by, more and more articles bage added to this collection. Hence, the Lodgpamed a
second vault to serve as the Lodge Archives, atigwhe original vault to be used as a display Hiermany valua-
ble items of Masonic History, not the least of whis the first Masonic Charter of a Lodge in Caliiia (the origi-
nal Grand Lodge of Missouri Charter for Westerrr &tadge #98).

The new Archives Vault is located directly beldve told vault and opens into what used to be therhast of
the building. This room as been converted ovel#es to a small meeting room and lounge.

On May 21, 1991, eleven days after the Lodge’s Buedred nd Forty-Third Anniversary date, Grand tdas
Ronald A. Sherod dedicated the new Archives Vaulthemory of Raymond A. Jackson, the Lodge’s forhiisr
torian of over 30 years and a Fifty-Seven yearrest®f the Craft. The small meeting room and loungs also
dedicated by Grand Master Sherod in memory of Mize Helene Bacon Boggs, the Lodge’s greatest Benefa
tress.

From 1850 to the present Western Star Lodge #2hhd three members elected to Grand Lodge Offidesy
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Clay W. Taylor, Grand Master 1881 and 1882. Thoer members have served in appointive Grand L&fge
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Floyd E. Prather, Grand Bible Bearer, 1989.

Members of Western Star Lodge #2 have formed thtker Lodges in Shasta County. The first was Gfint
Lodge #119 Under Dispensation of The Grand LodgeCalifornia dated June 27, 1857, Chartered on May
17,1858, at Horsetown and subsequently moving ¢tyRHill and then to Igo (all three locations aman Clear
Creek in southern Shasta County). Clinton Lodgerlabnsolidated back into Western Star Lodge #2otober
15, 1936. Next came Northern Light Lodge #190, Brsation issued on May 14, 1868, Chartered on @ctbb,
1868, at Millville. Last was Reading Lodge #254spensation issued on February 22, 1879, Charter€ctober
16, 1879, at Redding.

In addition, Western Star Lodge also made forreabmmendation to the Grand Lodge of California rang
Dispensations for three more Lodges to be formeutil 2, 1853, Butte County Lodge at Bidwell on theather
River, which was Chartered in 1854 as Butte Lodg@ #nd, unfortunately, surrendered its Charteremt@nber
+ %?, 4 @ %+ "1* 56 & %, "1* #+
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Bluff, which was Chartered as Vesper Lodge #84stiticexists at Red Bluff.

Western Star Lodge #2 entered the 1990’s with mipeeship of two hundred and fifty-eight and, agya sf its
vitality, the average age of its five elected Loddkcers was forty years. The average age ofvedlte Lodge of-
ficers was just under forty-four years. From itgjibaing to the present, Western Star Lodge #2 naes proudly
to meet in the manner and character of Masonstiatly Pass, and Raise all good men and true wdyoapply for
the purpose and whom they may find worthy.

[NOTE: This history was prepared the Worshipfuréld O. McDaniel, Jr. P.M. for the lodge's sesqnteanial
anniversary in 1998.]



Thoughts From a Young Mason 32°

By G. CIiff Porter

The other day | heard, once again, from a bradipproximately 30 years
my senior who told me “what young Masons want.WHs one time too
many for me, and so | have put my thoughts on papédo what a young
Mason wants. After all, 'm 34-years old and hawset a Mason for 4
years—I should know!

I do not mean this to be a commentary on the idiwisf young and old,
but rather to be a proclamation of a young Masarceming what | believe
we want. This is so we might all improve our untemding of one another
and progress our fraternity.

It occurred to me that some may not know what goMasons really
want. Worse, | think it is often misunderstood asstated. We “young Ma-
sons” or new Masons bear some of the responsilbdityhis. We are often
uncomfortable declaring our desires, our disappoamts, and our frustra-
tions. And what do we do? We quietly stop appeaaingeetings and simp-
ly slip off the rolls. We return to our communitiesitside the lodge dis-
heartened with Masonry, and—unfortunately for ttaernity—we will of-
ten share our disappointments with our friendsh\ade then join a group
of Masons as diverse as the lodge itself: unfelfiiMasons.

Well, Brethren, | don’t intend to become an unfidél Mason. So here | stand. It is vital for thembers
of the Craft to understand one another so thatamecceate an environment that is beneficial for all

Initially, we must discuss Blue Lodge, the birttage of the Master Mason, for without it, ScottRHe
Masonry does not exist. The young man approachiadiraft today does so to supplement and add té wha
his church and family have already given him. Ataertugging at his soul speaks to him to seekepee
meaning in life, in family, and in God. He reseasland desires an initiation into the esoteric amdent
quest for Truth. He requests a petition with thespes in mind. Why shouldn’t he? The eloquent ngsi of
Masonic scholars, including the Scottish Rite’s étbPike, have hinted at the existence of such keugye,
and Masonic writings abound with hints of this véring.

What does this man find once he joins? For tooyndis membership drives, one-day classes, podr an
hastily planned ritual, late nights, and a pushdoome an officer before he is even proficient Kaater Ma-
son. If that man has made it through the threeadsghoping that at the end of his journey somaeptom-
ises might be fulfilled, he only learns phrases ligrogressive science” and “self-improvement.”

Excitedly, he stands up in lodge one day or apgres.a small group of brethren in the parking hat ex-
plains some ideas that he has for lodge and chdreesght like to see. He is immediately told, lilis never
been done that way, they won't allow it, and anywtayagainst the rules.”

He swiftly learns that they won't allow much ofyéining, and worse, no one will claim to be a mentfer
them. They are the most elusive, but most powerfeibers of Masonry. They are responsible for every
poor, hasty, or frustrating decision ever made, made importantly, they rigidly enforce their numlmme
rule: NO CHANGES.

| bring up them as it leads into discussing whaythave decided the young Mason or unfulfilled dMuais
looking for. | will attempt to list some of the mtasommon things I've heard. Make no mistake, | &sting
these because they are misconceptions, and wetaeanbthem.

X 1. Young Masons want everything easier and fastewhich leads to one-day raisings, wa-
tered down ritual, and little or no memory work.

This simply is not true. Once | arrive at the dV&ate and am permitted entry, | want a ful-
filling and life-changing experience on which | clanild a better understanding of my relation-
ship to my brethren and my God. | don’t mind hamrkv To the contrary, and this is a big one,
| want to feel like | have achieved something. h'dlavant to be handed a pin, given a hand-
shake, and told thank you for your small fee, apdhe way, here is your membership card. |
want my path to be challenging and enlightening.

X 2. Young Masons want or need low dues.



I am very willing to pay higher dues. | do, hoxeg want a quality experience—educational,
social, and community—for my money. | don’t neew Idues. If the fraternity does not value
itself, why should | value it? Can something thaines so cheaply have real value? These are
guestions | asked myself when | saw Masonry’s lesdschedules.

X 3. Young Masons want it to be easy to get in.

| don’t want to believe that just any man coaldshould get in. | wish that every investiga-
tions committee treated their assignment with thpartance it should have—if we did not wor-
ship at the altar of bigness. | already belondheodommunity at large, and that costs me nothing
in time or money. | would like the Fraternity to gearded and to care greatly about the men
who enter it. If | am going to call a man my brathiewant to be able to trust him. | don’t trust
everybody who shows up with some money in one hand,a petition in the other. | have seen
brothers sign both lines of a petition, as if imsi@g our numbers is the only thing that counts.
Let us care about our fraternity enough to guaabdinst those who do not deserve the title of
Master Mason and brother.

These observations would prove of little valuel did not offer some solu-
tions and provide an explanation of how they migatapplied to the Scottish
Rite.

It begins with ensuring a quality Blue Lodge expece. We as Master Ma-
sons should return Masonry from a primarily sogiatitution to one that studies
ancient symbolism and the truths so revealed. Blageuand allow the candidate
to have a meaningful experience in the initiatiagdof his degree work. Follow
up with quality education and instruction in regatd the symbolism and, mare
importantly, how to apply it to his life.

The concepts | provide above are succinct, bulees complete. Let us ad-
dress how they might apply directly to ScottisheRilasonry and tie it all to-
gether.

Scottish Rite Freemasonry is the graduate factihy, pinnacle of Masonic
thought and study, the “University of Masonry.” $himplies a higher learning
and higher level of understanding, research, amtlydor its members.

Outside of reunions, | cannot remember any Masimsituction on the Scot-
tish Rite degrees ever being presented—even oncéieipears of my involvement. The cure is simpadlye
treat Scottish Rite Masonry as the university ifgauts to be.

Do not thrust an application at men the night they raised Master Masons as if the only thingnof| i
portance is a signature and $250. It debases th&smight, for one, and it says that the man—withfouther
evaluation—is ready for the degrees of the ScoRigd, which debases our membership.

Do not rush through a reunion like it must be donéhree hurried days or it doesn’t count. Manyusf
“Young Masons” work 50 or 60 hours a week and edoout a week of vacation a year. Our wives donittwa
us to burn two of those precious days on anothesadia event. No candidate can take in what theesegr
have to offer in three days. To pretend they cas $slaat all Scottish Rite has to offer can be ledrm 72
hours. Let's back off the tight three-day schedu@fer the degrees throughout the year. Offer sdegrees
at the stated communications and have a few Satsittieown in.

And if it takes a man a couple of years to redeh3d2nd Degree, so what? If the man understandsivalsa
been presented, if the degrees were done with dnothat knew and understood the work, and if eleghiee
was treated as a special event, then the brotlmatigoing to mind the time. Remember, it is nat sppeed of
the education, but the quality of it that young andulfilled Masons are interested in.

Bring education and discussion to the forefronthef meetings.

Period.

You are not going to retain young Masons withaatl thange. It is not about a gimmick or a slogdfais.
about improving men within the fraternity who seekigher understanding and deeper meaning of taf. Cr

Let the Scottish Rite take its rightful place las University of Masonry. Let's improve our men andke
them better. Let every aspect of Scottish Rite Magoadiate perfection in ritual and education.

It is not going to be easy because we are askwigty imagine a Masonry many have never seen in|the
lifetime. | am asking you to see beyond your ownspeal experiences and allow progress in this lfeaut
philosophy and science of ours.



“On The Tarmac”

From The Rural Lodge Newsletter
The man behind the word was a Mason
Macadam \muh-KAD-um\ noun: a roadway or pavement ofsmall closely packed broken stone

In 1783, inventor John Loudon McAdam returned itorfative Scotland after
amassing a fortune in New York City. He becamertiagl trustee for his district
and quickly set his inventiveness to remedying téreible condition of local
roads. After numerous experiments, he created amed surfacing material
made of bits of stone that became compressed istdidimass as traffic passed
over them. His invention revolutionized road counstion and transportation,
and engineers and the public alike honored him sigguhis name (respelled
"macadam”) as a generic term for the material @epeent made from it. He is
further immortalized in the verb "macadamize,"” whitames the process of in-
stalling macadam on a road.

The first macadam surface in the United States Wwad on the
"Boonsborough Turnpike Road" between Hagerstown Badnsboro, Mary-
land. By 1822, this section was the last unimproyagl in the great road leading
from Baltimore on the Chesapeake Bay to WheelinghenOhio River. Stagecoaches using the road imewin
needed 5 to 7 hours of travel to cover 10 miles.

Macadam’s roads consisted of creating three lagkessones laid on a subgrade crowned with sidehdg
for drainage. The first two layers consisted of wWdag hand-broken aggregate, maximum size 3 inches
(75mm ), to a total depth of about 8 inches (200)mirhe third layer was about 2 inches (50 mm) thiitkh a
maximum aggregate size of 1 inch (25 mm). Eachrlaymild be compacted with a heavy roller, caushng t
angular stones to lock together.

Water-bound macadam

This basic method of construction is sometimesaknas "water-bound macadam”. Although this method
required a great deal of manual labor, it resuilted strong and free-draining pavement. Roads oactsd in
this manner were described as "macadamised".

Tar-bound macadam (tarmac)

With the advent of cars, dust became a seri-
ous problem on macadam roads. The vortex
created under fast-moving vehicles sucks dust
from the road surface, creating unpleasant|just
clouds and a gradual raveling (pulling apart) of
the road material. This problem was later recti-
fied by spraying tar on the surface to create|"tar
-bound macadam®. While macadam roads have
now been resurfaced in most developed coun-
tries, some are preserved along stretches of
roads such as the US National

Road John Loudon McAdam 1756-1836 was a Scottigineer and road-builder. He invented a new pro-
cess, for building roads with a smooth hard surtaeéwould be more durable and less muddy thdrbased



tracks.

Modern road construction still reflects McAdanmfiluence. Of subsequent improvements, the mosifsign
cant was the introduction of tar to bind the roadace's stones together — "tarmac" (for Tar Mangdafol-
lowed later by the use of hot-laid tarred aggregatr-sprayed chippings to create better roadhihmaj.

More recently, oil-based asphalt laid on reinforcedcrete has become a major road surface, bus@of
granite or limestone chippings still recalls McAdammnovation.

McAdam was born in Ayr, Scotland. He was the yasigf ten children and second son of the Baron of
Waterhead.

The family name had traditionally been McGregart twas changed to McAdam (claiming descent from
the Biblical Adam) for political reasons in thegeiof King James I.

He moved to New York in 1770 and, as a merchadtpsize agent during the Revolution, made his fogtu
working at his uncle's counting house. He returtte@cotland in 1783 and purchased an estate ahBauc
Ayrshire.

Road builder

McAdam became a trustee of the Ayrshire Turnpik& 783 and became increasingly involved with day-
today road construction over the next 10 yeard8h2 he moved to Bristol, England and he becamergén
surveyor for the Bristol Corporation in 1804. He parward his ideas in evidence to Parliamentarguenes
in 1810, 1819 and 1823.

In two treatises written in 1816 and 1819 (Remamkghe Present System of Road-Making and Practical
Essay on the Scientific Repair and PreservatioRazds) he argued that roads needed to be raised #i®
surrounding ground and constructed from layereds@nd gravel in a systematic manner.

McAdam had also been appointed surveyor to thet@riTurnpike Trust in 1816, where he decided to re
make the roads under his care with crushed stonedowith gravel on a firm base of large stonesafber,
making the road slightly convex, en-
sured rainwater rapidly drained off the
road rather than penetrate and damage
the road's foundations. This construc-
tion method, the greatest advance in
road construction since Roman times,
became known as "macadamization”.

The macadam method spread very
quickly across the world. The first
macadam road in America, the Na-
tional Road, was completed in the
1830s and most of the main roads in
Europe were macadamized by the end
of the nineteenth century.

More info on the first US road:
http://curbstone.com/ _macadam.htm

The largest Master's chair is in Ophir Lod@8 Murphys, CA. It is 15 feet long and can shatMaster,
living Past Masters, and visiting dignitaries.



Did U Know - Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinaiedApril 4, 1968 as he stood on the balcony of arMe
phis, Tennessee motel room. He was a championeoUthted States' civil rights movement and is wydel
credited for spearheading significant movementaicial equality through his non-violent protestsicigithe
very violent 1960s

Special Note: In May, 2000 - over 32 years ARTHSs death and in an act which seems totally w®pre
dented in Masonic history - a Past Grand MastéhefPrince Hall Grand Lodge of Georgia, M.W. BrenB
jamin Barksdale, made King a "Mason at Sight". Saicton runs counter to all of the 'landmarks' aodept-
ed usages of Freemasonry since making a membéae dfdternity posthumously violates the premise¢hef
first question normally proposed to a candidateyito "Do you make this request of your own fredland
accord?". The practice of making a Mason 'at sgfkths from the beginnings of Freemasonry whenaadsr
Master could waive all normal requirements to ghssugh the degrees and declare, summarily, a mbe &
Mason. (It should be noted as well, however, thatgractice is so controversial in Freemasonry sGnaad
Lodges have specifically forbidden their Grand Mesto do it while in others it has not been dasreaf cen-
tury or longer.) Other men who have been made Masothis manner (and we'd estimate the numbersat |
than a hundred or so despite the tens of millidngood men who have joined over the past threeuces)
were so declared only AFTER discussion with anceagrent by them. The Most Worshipful Prince Hall
Grand Lodge of Georgia has not, as of this writingMarch, 2007, been accepted as 'regular’ by any
'mainstream’ Masonic Grand Lodge and this bizactareay well cause problems for such acceptancien t
future. While we do not wish to editorialize, thetians by MW Bro. Benjamin Barksdale are abnormathie
extreme. His actions could not and cannot makead dean a Mason....

The Masonic Temple is different from the Mason pémn| give you this because many people think that
his speech was given at a Masonic Temple and inwadt was the Mason Temple and is explainedveelo

Mason Temple, in Memphis, Tennessee, is the latemmal Sanctuary and central headquarters of the
Church of God in Christ, the largest Africian Angam Pentecostal group in the world. Built in 1944tirly
World War I, the Temple was constructed to repldmeeoriginal "Tabernacle” or meeting place of Amual
Holy Convocation which burned down in the late 193Despite shortages of steel and other suppliason
Temple was the largest church building owned byeal@minantly black religious denomination in theited
States at its completion. It has a present seatipgcity of 3,732. The building was named for Bskharles
Harrison Mason, founder of the Church of God ini§€thwho is entombed in a marble crypt inside tleenT]
ple. It was the location of Martin Luther King,sJfamous "I've Been To the Top Of The Mountaintgpéech
on April 3, 1968, one day before his assassination.

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Consistory No. 86 istbé Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemgso
Prince Hall Affiliation Northern Jurisdiction, UA., Inc., Valley of Ambler, Pennsylvania was namedis
honor.

And lastly, Martin Luther King, Jr.'s father, MartLuther King, Sr., was indeed a member of the Maso
Fraternity, Prince Hall affiliation.

This Masonic Did U Know list is strictly voluntaryf you or a Brother would like to be added to dist,
reply to the author atwight.seals@hotmail.conwith tour or the Brother's e mail address andilitlve added
immediately.

May We Meet Upon The _|_Act By The ! And Part dpde |_

W. Bro. Dwight D. Seals
Camden Lodge #159
Camden, Ohio

A minister parked his car in a no-parking zone iarge city because he was short of time and cduidd a
space with a meter. Then he put a note under theshield wiper that read: "I have circled the blddk
times. If | don't park here, I'll miss my appointmeForgive us our trespasses.” When he returreeépund a
citation from a police officer along with this ndtve circled this block for 10 years. If | dogjiive you a tick-
et I'll lose my job. Lead us not into temptation.”



Solomon's Temple Samplers

From The National Heritage Museum
One of the National Heritage Museum’s Solomon’snpke samplers is the cover star for the new issue
(Winter 2011) of Sampler and Antique Needlework @erdy magazine! Pic-
tured below, the sampler was stitched by Margaaete J eadbitter in 1846 in
Sandoe, England.

My interest in Solomon’s Temple samplers begannvhstarted working at
the museum in 2006 and quickly came across threglses in the collection
that depict the temple. Leadbitter’s depictionted temple is prominently placed
at the center of her sampler and is clearly identiby her stitched inscription
“South View of Solomons Temple.”

Established in 1975, as a gift to the Americanpbedrom the Scottish Rite,
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, U.S.A., the museurtiects objects and docu-
ments to support the interpretation of the histdrisocial and cultural role of
Freemasonry, fraternal organizations and volurdaspciations in America. The
sampler was donated to the Museum in 1980 by Mf.Mrs. James S. Demond
in honor of Gertrude and John D. Lombard (1906-)198hey made the gift
around the time that the Museum purchased a se-
cond Solomon’s Temple sampler made by Mary

Sandiford in 1840 (see below at left). A historytllé Museum’s early years ex-
plains that building the collection was a priogtlythat time, “as often as possible
we purchased Masonic items that came on the maaket,solicited gifts from
known owners of fine Masonic material.” An anonyrealonor gave a third Sol-
omon’s Temple sampler to the Museum.

These three samplers were added to the colleatoloubtedly because they
were considered to be “Masonic” through their isabm of the Temple, so cen-
tral to Masonic ritual and teachings. Indeed, m ¢hse of the Leadbitter sampler,
the donor and his honoree were both Freemasonsredwved the Scottish
Rite’s 33rd degree. However, as | started to sthdysamplers, | began to ques-

tion whether they were “Masonic” and whether thegreveven American.

Today, | would not classify them as “Masonic samglelnstead, | think that

the makers included the Temple on the samplers snéol of virtue. To

date, | have located descriptions of over 60 ofe¢hgamplers, with none that
can be conclusively documented as having been matie United States.

The results of my research on these samplersetadedl in the magazine,
based on a scholarly paper | presented in 200BeatExpressions of Free-
masonry” conference in The Hague, The Netherlaimdaddition, by work-
ing with magazine staff, a chart of the Leadbigampler is included in the
magazine, so that stitchers can make their owrodetion, approximating
the size and colors of the original. To order aycopthe magazine, visit its
website.

Freemasonry was not formed in a vacuum - instiéatfew from values
and ideas espoused by the surrounding society aliwre - as it formed in

England during the 1710s and 1720s and througieubéxt 150 years. By

analyzing the samplers as a representation of dh@eals between Freemasonry and the larger cufut®th
-century Britain and America, we can see that tgession of Masonic ideology was spreading out the
communities where it was practiced.

Sampler, 1846, Margaret Jane Leadbitter, Sandoglagd. Collection of the National Heritage Museum,
gift of Mr. and Mrs. James DeMond in honor of Gedie and John D. Lombard, 80.49.1. Photograph by Joh
M. Miller.

Sampler, 1840, Mary Sandiford, England. Collectidrthe National Heritage Museum, Special Acquisi-
tions Fund, 80.27.1.



Last Night | Knelt Where Hiram Knelt

9 &

| found that poem over 25 years ago, when | waBAnt was framed and hanging on the wall of the eoom of
my lodge. My lodge was founded in 1909 so that pceraeally an old poem. Don't have any idea whiecame from
but one of the old members told me that it has thesging there for as long as he can remembereli®/bs that the
founding Father had it framed and hung in 1909.

I love it, and it says a lot in a very few wordfore than most Masons even think of. We need td tieis poem at
least once a month to our Lodges and remind alii@rs of our roots.
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Last night | knelt where Hiram knelt My words are safe within his breast
And took an obligation, 4
Today I'm closer to my God, His hand forever at my back
And I'm a Master Mason. To help me safely Home.
Tho' heretofore my fellow men Good counsel whispers in my ear
Seemed each one like the other, 4
9 C By square and compass, Brother now!
I'm looking for "my brother." Who once would call me stranger.
And, as | feel his friendly grip, | might have lived a moral life
C and risen to distinction
| know that while I'm on the square Without my Brother's helping hand
That he is on my side. And fellowship of Masons.
His footsteps on my errand go But God, who knows how hard it is
ccC < To resist life's temptations,
His prayers will plead in my behalf Knows why | knelt where Hiram Knelt
If I should so desire. And took that obligation.
9 &

| found that poem over 25 years ago, when | wagAnlIt was framed and
hanging on the wall of the anti room of my lodgey Mdge was founded in 1909
so that poem is really an old poem. Don't haveides where it came from but one
of the old members told me that it has been hantjiage for as long as he can re-
member, he believes that the founding Father hizdnted and hung in 1909.

I love it, and it says a lot in a very few worddore than most Masons even
think of. We need to read this poem at least ono®ath to our Lodges and re-
mind all Brothers of our roots.

Thanks for sending it out. | redid ours and putritreal nice parchment paper
with the S&C as a watermark behind it. Matted il &sr,mmed it and it is now hang-
ing on the wall of my lodge.

Happy New Year Brother and Thanks for all you kisep up the good work in
2012
H#
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The Problem of Fraternity

By Brother Angel Millar - From the http://thesanetsanctorum.blogspot.com/2008_01_01_archive.html

Even before | joined the Craft | had noticed tihétad acquired a strange and rather off-puttingtation.
Freemasonry was fascinating, but Freemasons wenealy interested in it, so | heard. Freemasiosight
of it as a social club, was the cliché. After migiaiion | was pleasantly surprised to see thattnase in fact
extremely interested and enthusiastic Masons, aré wrepared to share anecdotes of rituals, anyg thet
bate the Craft during the Lodge dinner. Howeveterad while it became increasingly apparent thist Was
completely abandoned once inside the Lodge itBelhy first year
there was not a single lecture on Freemasonry gieth not a sin-
gle discussion of Masonic symbols, rituals, or @éophy took
place. Instead we were treated to lectures onaax inen’s health,
and the life of a fireman. It is a simultaneousuf@ of imagination
and common sense that banishes Freemasonry fronbatige,
though the situation is hardly the fault of Lodgasters alone.

With the decline in membership, and the loss sEneie from
dues, in recent years Grand Lodges have becomeciakpe
alarmed. They have often committed vast amountsagpital to
homes for the elderly, and these can’t simply bendbned. While
they have encouraged Lodges to initiate more aré mmen, and to
make the initiation process easier, they have miituted policies
that — to use the cold language of the modern agjge-value for money. They have been reactionattyer
than pro- &
young men, or, perhaps, that appealed to theiefattwho introduced them to the Lodge in the fnisice.
Consequently new members often disappear afteora while.

But the situation cannot be entirely blamed onviaeous Grand Lodges and the elder statesmerptipat-
late them either. Simply, put, they cannot legesiattiative. Freemasonry is, and has always baetm|untary
society, and has always required its members veduintg their talents, knowledge and understandimghe
eighteenth century when it was enormously poputaeifasonry was characterized by creative zeal. Men
painted their own Masonic aprons, or their wivesesth and embroidered them. They made the toolshior t
Lodge, painted tracing boards, or drew illustragiairectly onto the floor in chalk. Moreover, Fressans dis-
cussed and even argued over Freemasonry. TheyedsliVectures. They ate, drank, sang, and evewrput
Masonic plays together. It deserved the name, Citadt.”

There is another important change. If in the aeghth century the philosophical and so-called ‘&#ot
Freemasons” were particularly active and vocal #ing books, lecturing, creating Rites and Degrge®n if
these were frowned upon) — today they a silent,@emight say a rather guarded group. Such Fremmeas
are, typically, aware of the esoteric tradition g@tly (the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, aloly, Ca-
bala, etc.), and, as such, they may be more kn@ebdale about related traditions than the averagéhBr.

They have something to contribute to the Lodge, ingtead, it seems they want to
hoard their knowledge, as if it is a finite resauwehich will run dry if shared. Some [of
them have expressed to me that their Grand Lodge disapprove or even punish
them in some undefined way if they hear of theienests.

No doubt | am an esoteric Mason of sorts. | havergtalks on the Golden Rosicru-
cians in Lodge, and in May my book, ‘The ForestSginbols,’ specifically charting
the impact of Freemasonry on the Western Esotegdifion, will be published. So far
| have encountered no hostility from the Grand lesgjgand have even been praised by
many of the members of the Grand Line, and asketbtmore. | am not trying to in-
flate my importance, but simply to point out thiagé tfears of esoteric Freemasons are
probably not justified. Most Brothers did not jdine Craft because of fraternity or
charity. To differing degrees most have an inteiregthilosophy, symbols, mythology,



esotericism, etc., and all have a burning intarettie Craft itself.

Grand Lodges might be faulted for not encouraginiyely intellectual tradition within Freemasoniyyt
those of a century ago were no better than thosedaly. Indeed, one might cite positive examplesusfown
time, such as the Grand Lodge of New York’s publocaof a manual for Masters of Lodges, contairtinsg
tory, lectures, and even a few texts from the eighth century, and the Grand Lodge of British Cdiianand
Yukon posting of an extensive list of papers oneRrasonry and esotericism on its site. In Europesrah
Freemasonry is flourishing, Entered Apprenticesexeected to give lectures on the Craft. It's adypoac-
tice. New Brothers get to learn a lot in a shaortetj and Lodges ensure that they have knowledgeadhe-
bers who are getting the most out of Lodge, and at@able to give the most back, and mentor younger
Brothers, or simply answer their questions inteltitly, when the time comes.

Brothers in English-speaking countries may bewssl promotion of the Craft as a fraternity-cum-dyar
(certainly | do), especially when it is currentlitracting global attention as a Mystery traditi®@ut unless
individual Freemasons as well as Lodges take tii@time, go out on a limb, and give talks on theff, and
cultivate the kind of enthusiasm for Freemasonsyda the Lode that one regularly experiences withthrs
outside of the Lodge, then Grand Lodges will beblm&o promote it as a Mystery tradition, or a sahaf
philosophy or esotericism, etc. Masters and Offiadra Lodge are responsible for encouraging dsonsof
Freemasonry in Lodge, but Brothers who are philbsmghly or esoterically inclined are equally respituhe.
Lodges need to be the one place a man can gortodeaut Freemasonry. They have to be places aiuahu
education,” not entertainment. Only in this waylvtifemain a rewarding experience for men of oonet

There may be some good news in this regard. Tieenet — love or
hate it — is connecting enthusiastic Masons with another, and it is
becoming increasingly clear that the interest Fraemasonry generates
really is in its rituals, symbols, etc., not espdyi in its charitable
works, wonderful though they may be. Brothers ai@igg mutual sup-
port outside the Lodge, and they are getting qaitat of information
too. However, if it is not to end up comparablehte Lodge dinner, then
those who are active online need to be active ithgkeo An article for an
online Masonic forum needs to indicate a talk givehodge. A com-
ment in a blog needs to suggest a Mason that giwaad advice to
younger Brothers. In effect, from Grand Mastertladl way down to the

Entered Apprentice, we are going to have to reonate the Craft ourselves, by bringing it back ittie
Lodge. We need not worry that every word of a lexig delivered like a professional speaker, oretak
crafted like the work of a historian or philosophéfe are members of the Craft, not the art. We hawex-
pect the rough with the smooth, but, like onlinencounities, members of Lodges need to share whhs ski
and understanding they have.

IMAGINING THE GRAND LODGE ABOVE

Over the centuries, many well known men have lggddrto our Craft. For a few moments, allow yourgma-
tion to run wild and consider what may take plaictha Installation of “The Celestial Lodge”, knows the Grand
Lodge Above.

Gathered in the lodge refectory are Brothers Hé&mmd, Ransom Olds, Walter Chrysler, and Andred@itr
The only Mason absent today is Hart Massey withraistor.

Greeting members in the entrance hall are Bro@igf Arquette of Charley Weaver fame and Brothed E
Wynn.

In the boardroom, a group of senior Masons arlkegat including Brothers Walt Disney, Chet Hunt/gn-
dell Corey, Van Johnson, Robert Cummings, JohmBeéek, Fred MacMurray and John Cameron Swayze.

King Gillette, razor in hand, passes the lodgeteder who is having a minor problem with his vaoutlean-
er, which is quickly cleared up with the help afiiventor, Brother Hoover.

At the other end of the hallway Brothers Emmettl|keClyde Beatty, and all seven of the RinglingoBrers
are discussing the Shrine Circus.



10 Planks Of Lodge-Building

By WB William A. Isabelle

Brothers,

A lot of people right now are complaining aboutavkreemasonry isn't to them. | submit that iffibleow-
ing initiatives were put into practice, things wobunprove dramatically and quickly.

1. We need to immediately start taking ourselvesimmore seriously than we currently are.

There is nothing more noble and valuable to thsftCfraternity, culture and society of Freemastren
taking pride in ourselves as Freemasons and bgrigamor to our institution will follow accordingly.

2. Don't walk, but rather run to your Blue Lodgelatart giving a damn about the kind of Masongovireg
into our midst!

Immediately cease the flow of the unprepared affices of power that wield consequence to theichent
of all those in their care.

3. If your Lodge is broken and beyond repair, daosiste any more of your precious time listeningtio-
pid, childish, nonsensical bluster and fuss ovehing.

Take charge of your own Masonic experience anstaxd your own Lodge with a group of like-mindedian
equally motivated Masons. You will be amazed atdbeal-alchemy that will be wrought amongst thad®
work together, to achieve a SHARED VISION.

4. Make Masonic Charity mean Masonic Charity!!!

Stop shoveling money to the administrative feefaoéless charities that don't need your moneyeé#us
go visit a widow of one of your departed Lodge Beot and see if her home is in disrepair. Findifoliéer
yard is in need of attention, or even go to lenghsee if she is eating cat food because shefigancial peril
and too proud to say so.

If one finds such a situation in their midst, tHfenit and stop writing checks to organizationsttlare en-
dowed beyond this lifetime. Masonic Charity sholalok after its own house first, and then worry atibose
beyond our existing responsibilities and obligasion

5. Set an example.

Stand up in Lodge and show the new members tbegttto can stand up and voice their opinions ogroff
their individual expertise to benefit the Lodge.aReyour Lodge By-Laws and identify the things thaist
change to adapt to the world we live in today, sote it so. Read your Grand Lodge Constitution Biyel
Laws and identify what needs to be changed to adegbte world we live in today, and write a Resmntor
Amendment to that effect.

6. Nobody, and | do mean nobody, has any righgush anyone around in this organization and frétern
of enlightened souls!

If you see someone taking advantage of whatevgulputhority they think they have, that has comered
them that it's OK to push around the new guy oEatered Apprentice that doesn't know any bettem ikis
your immediate and imperative responsibility tqpsteand correct the situation!!!

7. Bring an immediate end to the promotion aneéptance of incompetence and arrogance!!!

To do so is despicable and patently un-Masordont know when or where the tenets of Masonry ineca
trifling and petty favors to be bestowed upon thdaserving.

8. Make sure that every man who passes the Wastdsgour Lodge has a solid and deepest understand
ing of how honored he should feel to have beenmedento your Lodge and that he realizes that ite wha
owes his Lodge and not the other way around.

9. Past every other trifling concern and non-jitypensure beyond all else that the ritual whiockhiryLodge
represents to its members and to its initiateeseving of being labeled Masonic and enlightening.

Be ever watchful and ever-ready to provide resemifor additional Masonic education to the occasion
bright-eyed and overly-interested newly-minted Madflason.

10. Call your Brothers, go for a beer or a Scotch!

Hang out with your Brethren, get to know each otred start building on the relationships that wéfine
the necessary development of the Masonic commtimattyyou will ever be proud of , honored by andejid



for, to have the opportunity to support for thet fsyour years.

If we start with this list, | guarantee that tlesulting positives to the Craft and your individj@lrney will
be swift and priceless and more than that, you bellon the road you were looking for when you fpsti-
tioned the Lodge.

Sincerely & Fraternally,

WB William A. Isabelle

A Bit of Masonic History

By Archie & Dale Miller, The Record

A recent ceremony in a local lodge room,
witnessed by family members of the person rec-
ognized by the gathering, mixed a number of
historical components into one relatively short
but important event.

The event took place in the Freemasons' Un-
ion Solomon Lodge room in New Westminster
and was held to dedicate to lodge use a sword
that was formerly the property of a man who
passed away some 85 years ago.

The gentleman in question was a well-known
Sapperton resident, James Nelson Aitchison,
who died in 1927.

The sword was created for and used by him
in his Masonic work prior to that time.

Aitchison's family also donated artifacts relatedhim to the Masons as well as to the local museum

All are fascinating items with very interestingno@ctions to the man and a segment of his lifeargd
number of Aitchison family members were in attermaim the lodge room to witness the ceremony.

We were involved in this process to add storiesavhe New Westminster Masons with special attention
paid to the role of James Aitchison in our commynit

While we are not personally connected to Freemgsonr family has been closely tied to it for maggn-
erations, and we often give presentations on #fohi and role in this city and area.

For the story of James Aitchison, we found somadeoful material.

James and his family lived in Sapperton and haa lire the city for about 34 years when he died,mady
descendants of this family still reside locally.

The family, from Scotland, lived on Knox Streetlire early 1900s, near Knox Presbyterian Church.

This was a short street that used to meet Easin@né, not far from Sapperton Park and the Roy&lii@e
bian Hospital.

James loved his town and was part of an earlymkmown as the Sapperton Improvement Association.

Aitchison was a tailor who was highly regarded tloe quality of his work. He was a primary souroe f
B.C. Penitentiary and local police uniforms, ashaslsuits for the ordinary man. His business wasgntdown
near Columbia Street at Begbie, and he also devmtedas a trades instructor at the B.C. Pen.

His connections in town include the Masons, ShsnElks, Eagles, Sons of Scotland, Kiwanis, thgaRo
Agricultural and Industrial Society, the Westmimdtéen's Vocal Club and the Royal Columbian Hospibal
the board of which he served for many years.

His funeral was large and colourful, with membefr&is fraternal affiliations coming out in theggalia to
honour their friend and his passing.

This was an interesting event with many connestianhistorical events in the overall story of tRkeyal
City - .
and we were pleased to tell his story.



Clark County Granges: The Original Social Network

If you visited one of Clark County’s Granges 20
years ago, you might have found yourself seeking
out a mysterious password known only to a handful
of officers.

Back then, you needed that secret word to get
into the fraternal organization’s meetings, said
Rodger Lance, an officer at the Washington Grange
No. 82. But things have changed.

“It's opened up quite a bit from what it used to
be,” Lance said. “We used to walk around whisper-
ing the password to each other in the halls. But we
don’t do that anymore. We're a lot less secretive.”

Today’s Grange seems more of a social gather-
ing place than a secret society, especially in less
rural, more urban settings like Vancouver. .

Clark County’s network of 13 Granges, WhiCH\/Iary Myers, 62, from Camas,.lt?ft, and_Tonl Kaplme, 65,
are part of the larger state and national systéfer, o from Battle Ground, plan a quilting project at tiiéashington
such a wide variety of activities and projects that Grange No. 82.
sometimes their agricultural roots seem almostédnde- but they're still there.

And though membership levels have been droppotagl IGranges have also seen a small resurgenoe| in i
terest tied to the popularity of local organic famgnand farmers markets, said Dan Hammock, spokegara
the Washington State Grange.

Agricultural roots

The national Grange system was founded in 186¥ saiety for farmers and farm families to suppor
another.

Some of its initial rules and practices were baed from Freemasonry, like the secret passwordsthieu
Grange has never been as restrictive as the Maandshas even allowed women to hold its highestexf
from the get-go.

“We started out as an organization to advocateafprculture and to provide rural community centers
Hammock said. “But lately we’ve become more of engwunity service organization with many programg tha
benefit various groups, people and charities.”

Grange membership is open to everyone who fillsamuapplication and is willing to pay the $45 ygar
fee.

“It's a good social thing,” said Francie Taylon afficer at Barberton Grange No. 571. “Granges are
place for people to work together on projects,whén people get together, not only do they enjeyattivi-
ties but they enjoy each other. Everybody has a giowe. Everybody laughs.”

Local Grange community projects include givingtied goods to underprivileged babies, donating time
groups like Meals on Wheels and providing freeidi@ries to third-graders to encourage them to.read

Members also have local, statewide and nationalpetitions against each other in things like baking
crafts and public speaking.

And each Grange hosts social events like danceétsing groups and talent shows.

Agriculture continues to play a major role. Grargyeups often work on projects with 4-H and Future
Farmers of America. “We’ve really opened up to sheall organic producers, and we fight for theihtgas
an organization in the state Legislature and in Mragon D.C.,” Hammock said.

The county’s 925 members like to brag that eveh@smallest Grange they can draft legislation ¢bald
be picked up and shared with the organization pati@nal level.

And the Grange has had many successes over treeasea lobbying agency for agriculture and commyuni
groups.

Still, the Grange faces its share of challenges.

Washington has one of the largest Grange orgaoinzain the country, with 14,058 members. But like
many fraternal groups, it's having a hard time fingdnew members in the age of computers and tleznet,
Hammock said.



“Our membership isn’'t what we’d like it to be,” Fanock said. “It kind of peaked in the 1980s and has
dropped off since then.”

Many members are senior citizens who enjoy then@@as a place to socialize and meet others with si
lar interests, said Janice Anderson, master o€thek County Grange system.

“Most people aren’t interested in our businesstings,” Anderson said. “People are interested itivac
ties, and that's what we want to do to keep briggnmore members of the community in.”

The county group has put together a campers blatgoes to different locations each month, pheiplgy
groups and recycled crafts contests.

Members said they’'d love to see more youth andhgadults join their group, which have been hadder
mographics to recrulit.

“We’'re very family-oriented,” Anderson said. “Yalon’t have to have roots in agriculture to be a inem
Really, what makes up the Grange now is activities.

Many Granges support themselves by renting thedls lout to community groups for theater produdion
meetings and lectures.

Despite all of the events and activities the Geargyinvolved in, though, there’s still a lack adilghc
knowledge about what the group is, Hammock said.

“People who grew up here in Washington, they'vensa Grange hall, maybe they’'ve been in it, buy the
don’t know what we do,” Hammock said.

The Library & Museum of Freemasonry

The entire collection of the Library & Museum afeEmasonry is a Designated Collection
of national importance.

The collections illustrate the international, sbcand ethnic diversity of the membership
including royalty, public figures, scientists anditers as well as the many millions of mem-
bers from all walks of life. This diversity is reggented by objects including an important dec-
orative arts collection, photographs and documents.

The Museum contains an extensive collection okcigj with Masonic decoration including pottery and
porcelain, glassware, silver, furniture and clogksvels and regalia. Items belonging to famous Rogal
Freemasons including Winston Churchill and Edwaltidave on display together with examples from the-M
seum's extensive collection of prints and engrasjipotographs and ephemera.

Library and Museum staff are always pleased tp kaitors with enquiries regarding identification to
respond to telephone or written enquiries. Thewdde a large collection of items relating to noagdnic fra-
ternal societies such as the Oddfellows and the $bthe Phoenix.

The Library is open for reference use. It contansomprehensive collection of printed books andiuna
scripts on every facet of Freemasonry in Englandi@ls as material on Freemasonry elsewhere in thedw
and on subjects associated with Freemasonry ormitical and esoteric traditions. The collectiomgude
Masonic music, poetry and literature. There araualrer of notable examples of fine eighteenth ame-ni
teenth century bindings.

Collection details

Social History, Personalities, Music, LiteratuFeéne Art, Design, Decorative and Applied Art, Costl
and Textiles, Coins and Medals, Archives, Architeet
Key artists and exhibits

* Designated Collection
Collections services

* Object identification and/or written enquisgrvice

* Public access available to collections infatian

* Object study facilities available (enquireadvance)

Frederick A Bartholdi, a freemason, desigtiedstatue of Liberty which stands in NY harb®he Grand
Lodge of NY laid the corner stone on August 5, 1885



The Final Words Of Brother Steve Jobs

From the Lodge Tawhiri #166 (New Zeeland) Februdewsletter

At the end of last year a number of journals tistevhat they be-
lieved were the greatest quotes of the year, thst mgportant things
anyone said in 2011.
According to the Wall Street Journal the winningrg was that of
the computer pioneer Steve Jobs. He said: “Oh wo@h. wow... Oh
wow...” They were his last words before he died.
His sister, Mona Simpson, described the scene.nvghe arrived at
his bedside close to the end, she found Jobs swteauby his family —
“he looked into his children's eyes as if he colildnlock his gaze” —
and managing to hang on to consciousness.
“He looked,” she said, “like someone whose luggages already strapped onto the vehicle, who was al-
ready on the beginning of his journey, even as &g sorry, truly deeply sorry, to be leaving us.”
However, he began to deteriorate. “His breathimgnged. It became severe, deliberate, purposefolld
feel him counting his steps again, pushing farthan before. This is what | learned: he was worlahghis,
too. Death didn’t happen to Steve, he achieved it.”
After making it through one final night, wrote Sson, her brother began to slip away. “His breatficat-
ed an arduous journey, some steep path, altitudeseldmed to be climbing.
“But with that will, that work ethic, that strergtthere was also sweet Steve’s capacity for waneet,
the artist’s belief in the ideal, the still-moreaogiful later.
Steve’s final words, hours earlier, were mono$y#a, that were repeated three times.
“Before embarking, he had looked at his sistetyP#ten for a long time at his children, then &t life’s
partner, Laurene, and then over their shouldersthas.
“Steve’s final words were: ‘Oh wow... oh wow... alow’.”
This great visionary had one last revelationppaently overwhelmed him with its beauty. He cooifdly
respond to it with a repeated exclamation of ama&rgm

Learn Freemasonry Tricks And More

From http://thrivingintheusa.com/education/leareémasonry-tricks-and-more/

Absolutely nothing intrigues individuals much mahan secret organizations. Which is why folks deto
know concerning the Freemasonry, but in truth, tth@eyot meet in secret or conceal the truth they tielong to
this group. You could see ads for their meetingthapaper, and they wear their jewelry and ringh yride.
Believed to have started toward the finish of ti¢hlcentury this fraternity has over six million migers and
two million of those live in the United States. Wdlugh freemasonry secrets do exist, even the ndroaftéheir
meetings are offered to read. The things they dmtaia secret and it is every Freemasonry job tip tkeep
them secret.

9 7 619
are just forms of recognition, using the signs padswords being a main portion of the Masonic kifliae se-
cret rituals performed are a mode of instructioitdmew members. Why are they kept secret? Ibeasince the
members have taken up a promise to keep these geonst and they honor their promises by doing fia¢ 1
factor that is not kept secret will be the mas@ymbols. The members proudly display them on thelvicles,

19 9 "< 2 3 &)
pass (restrict passions and desires), the lettggeGerative principle), the vertical lines, the Biland also the
point which is within a circle. Freemasons takesthgaymbols as tools that have terrific moral teaghi They
think that when used in various approaches, thesls will give them different moral qualities. Them, these
are the pictures which are worth a thousand words.

If the Masons have any secrets, they are the dleam®tions, private beliefs and intimate momentzesth by
people that have 1 belief that supports and sthemgt them. Men and women from all walks of lifenjthe fra-
ternity and form long, resilient friendships. Thatérnity doesn’t make any attempt to save peogpbess. This
function has been effectively left towards the cur



Last Grand Master of the Knights Templar

By Lorne Pierce 32 degree
Past Assistant Grand Chaplain A.F.& A.M. Ontario

The origin of knighthood is lost in the dim pdst.early England a knight seems to have been ahywhb

>
recognition and rank. In Germany the early kniglaty have been regarded much in the same way, igldisc
In both countries the knights were obviously anaboisi and high-spirited youths as one might expeetas in
France, however, that the idea of chivalry arosd, this conception quickly spread throughout Eurc&mame
knights had made themselves useful to Earls ordpishthat is the principal landlords and magnatesnaili-
tary chiefs of the realm, and might be classedugsrsor civil servants in times of peace, beconeeglers of
the armies, both secular and religious, in timewarf. There were, of course, many foot-loose ksigiender-
ing about Europe in quest of adventure, but onvthele a knight was a responsible link in the Feugthelin
reaching from the king to the peasant. In timeitieal of chivalry came to prevail, and the high twnac-
companying it seems to have derived from prehistdeutonic custom. The candidate had to submitrig-a
orous investigation of his character and qualifcmad. Then the community turned out to welcome fiitin
fitting ceremony and investiture with sword andethj with belt and sword, or with gilt spurs andl@g usu-
ally by the knight's father or some exalted pergendn time t hose who had fought against the ®asabe-
came preeminent, and were accorded rank and digwigpendent of birth or wealth.

The Knights Templar, or Poor Fellow Soldiers ofri€hand of the Temple of Solo-
mon, was one of the three out-standing militaryeosdf the Middle Ages in Christen-
dom. The brotherhood was founded, about 1118, hyulelsi de Payns, a nobleman re-
siding near Troyes, in Burgundy, and Godefroy deCsher (or Aldemar), a Norman
knight. Their original purpose was to protect pilgg to sacred places, more especially
those who sought the Holy Sepulcher. At first theaxe eight or nine Knights Tem-
plar. They bound themselves to each other as &dntodod in arms, and took upon
themselves vows of chastity, obedience and poatprding to the rule of St. Bene-
dict. It is also recorded that they pledged theweseto fight against ignorance, tyranny
and the enemies of the Holy Sepulcher, and "tat figth a pure mind for the supreme
and true King." Baldwin I, King of Jerusalem, assgd them accommodation in his
palace, which stood on the site of the Temple dbi&on. In this way their name, Tem-
plars, was derived. At first the knights wore noform or regalia, nothing in fact save
the cast-off garments that were given to them @rith It was the poverty, sincerity and zeal of trder in
its first years that endowed it with importanceeylsought out the poor and the outcast, the exconuated
as well as the unwanted, and shepherded them withinfold.

Hugues de Payns, accompanied by several of hightsjireturned home in 1127 for the purpose ofrsecu
ing adequate ecclesiastical sanction for some efgecial privileges which the order had usurpAdiong
the very special privileges was immunity from exoouamication, which threatened a good deal of trauble
Bernard of Clairvaux, the greatest abbot of his, dageived Hugues de Payns, and not only praised th
Knights Templar, but went much further. The futGte Bernard did not attend the Council of Troye4128,
at which the Rule of the Temple was drawn up, leuséems to have inspired it - the constitutionatjtdisci-
pline and very core of the order. Finally there gbtoad the idea, that in the rule of the orderettexisted a
"secret rule,” and a legend speedily grew up ardhisd'lost word." In time this was the undoingtbé order,
The whole Rule of the Temple was probably nevettamiout, its more essential parts being conveyed b
word of mouth, by symbol and sign, and protectegimper safeguards. The point of importance was,ttie
order now had ample acknowledgement and authaaity, from this moment onward power and treasure
flowed into its hands in an unending and broadestngam.

The Templars and the Crusades are forever assddrahistory and legend. The Templars, in an asten
ingly short time, spread over Christendom. They tremisands of the fattest manors in the Christiandy
They became the bankers of the age, the money egehzetween Europe and the East, the trust compfany
the time. They provided loans to princes, dowr@sgueens, ransoms for great warriors, safety depaglts
for the treasure of emperors and popes. Their enaptere the schools of diplomacy of the timenirgj



grounds for prospective rulers, colleges in commened finance, sanctuaries for all who needed gtiote
high or low. It was inevitable that they shoulttatt to themselves the envy of the less fortuoaders and
guilds. In time, in fact before the death of Serard, in 1153, they had not only received tHautg of kings
and cardinals in the form of lands and treasuré they freed themselves from the necessity of gayax,
tithe or tribute to any power, prince or pope, whirivilege they claimed as defender of the Chuiid¢hs was
enough to bring upon themselves the inevitableaeicig for overreaching ambition, but they went Hirt
very much further. They not only claimed exemptimmm excommunication, but claimed exemption from al
papal decrees except those specially aimed at fiyemame, and they owed allegiance to no power thoau
ty on earth except their own head, the Bishop ahRolhey had become a separate social, econontitcado
and religious order, cutting across and transcenklingdoms, principalities and archdioceses, witly dhe
Vice-gerent of God superior to their Grand Mastdre enormous powers of the Knights Templar werendou
to be challenged by the popes as well as kings demsanded loyalty within their realms. The ordemidut-
self in increasingly compromising situations, thetim of treachery on the part of kings and prinoéshe
Church, or the instigator of trickery and subtegu its own part to preserve its powers. The Kihgrance,
Philip the Fair, set out to unite the Hospitallarsl the Templars into one grand order, The Knightkerusas
lem, the Grand Master of which was always to beirecp of the royal house of France. The Grand btast
the Knights Templar invariably was Master of thenipdars at Jerusalem, and in Cyprus after the l6sken
Holy Land to the Turks. He came in time to livearsumptuous manner, befitting his great wealth \aasd
powers. In th e field, during the campaigns, heupeed a great tent, round, with the black and whéenant
flying above its high peak, bearing the red crdshe Templars. Regional Grand Commanders wererdedo
similar honours and no one took precedence oven thecept the Grand Master, when he was present.

We know little concerning the initiation ceremasief the Knights Templar. Probably there was some
cleansing ritual, robing in white, the all-nightgitiand Holy Communion, gilt spurs, sword or otlytft of
honour, and finally the oath and accolade. Cenaihke order was a Christian institution. Their veay-
Beauseant! - also inscribed on their banners andgrgs, pledged loyalty to their friends and praditerror
to their foes. Likewise both a prayer and a pledgee the well-known words:

Non nobis, Domine, non nobis, sed nomini tuo aaigin.
(Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto Thyri¢abe the glory.)

Jacques de Molay was the twenty-second and lastdadvlaster of the Knights Templar. He was born &bou
1240 at Besancon, in the Duchy of Burgundy, and efamble but poor family. He was admitted to dnder
of knighthood, in 1265, at Beaune and proceededlgtho the Holy Land, under the Grand Master Vit
de Beauijeu, to fight for the Holy Sepulchre. Jasqde Molay remained in the Holy Land for many ye&os
he was still with the order in Jerusalem when, ad@95, he was elected Grand Master upon the d#ath
Grand Master Gaudinius - Theobald de Gaudilai. rAtie loss of Palestine by the Templars, de Modek t
his few remaining knights to the Island of Cypris1305 he was summoned to a conference with tipe,Po
Clement V, who stated that he wished to consideasmees for effecting a union between the rival Tiansp
and Hospitallers. A long and bitter feud had exidtetween the two great orders. However, both lgaelea
not to accept disciplined members who might deirgansfer their allegiance from one order to dtiger.
Also, in battle, it was permitted members who beedrpelessly separated from the main body of oderor
to rally under the cross of the rival order if near

Jacques de Molay, accompanied by sixty knightslengaroyal progress westward. He called upon tipe Po

who consulted him regarding a further Crusade, dadlolay requested an investigation into
charges that were already being openly made aghaesirder. Finally he arrived in Paris with
kingly pomp. Philip the Fair, King of France, sudbearrested every Knight Templar |in
France, October 13, 1307, de Molay and his sixgnftfs among them. They were brought be-
fore the University of Paris and the charges reathém. De Molay spent five and a half years
in prison. Of those arrested, one hundred and twimee knights of the order "confessed un-
der the torture of the Inquisition.”" Some confes&t at the initiation ceremonies they had
spat upon the Crucifix. When the Grand Master's tame he likewise confessed, apparently
to bogus charges prepared beforehand by the Itiguisiearing torture, but he denied the
charges of gross practices indignantly, and denthaddience with the Pope. The Pope him-
self believed the Templers were guilty, at leassome of the counts, but he resented the intru-
sion of Philip in what he regarded as his own sgqmecinct, in spite of the fact that he largely
owed his papal tiara to Philip.

Many retracted their confessions regarding thaglignity to the Crucifix, only to be burned at tbtake.



Many who returned to their homes throughout Chnidten, recanted, but the Inquisition followed themad a
they burned. Despotism, naked and cruel, withouwie or any capacity for shame, had broken lagsmn
the world. It was a new and bloody technique thav@d vastly effective in the hands of tyrants thbeecular
and religious. Civilization was to hear a goodl@dmut this arbitrary rule, this summary and vatie totali-
tarianism, without conscience, hungry for powerpishwicked, completely mad. In 1311, Clement arnl-P
ip became reconciled, which prepared the way ferfthal act in the tragedy. The next year, at Vegnihe
/ / 1

Knights Templar were broken up. Much of their trgaswas given to the Knights of St. John, but Phitie
Fair and Clement V reserved land and treasurelesaatd Abbeys for themselves and their friends.

No full hearing seems to have been given to aldharges, or any
comprehensive judgment handed down on the ordanésole. How-
ever, in 1314, Jacques de Molay, whose fear hadcerhiad a pathetic
figure, and whose craven "confessions" contrarthéooath of his or-
der had sent hundreds to their death, again cedesgain recanted
his confession, again confessed, each time shgnkiiserably in stat-
ure both as a man and Grand Master and having tation and utter
disgrace heaped upon him for his pains. Finalligrahe long impris-
onment and tragedy and sorrow of it all, he wasoleidupon the scaf-
fold in front of Notre Dame in Paris, in companythwhis friend Gau-
frid de Charney, Preceptor of Normandy. The papghies were in
attendance and a vast multitude of people filledguare. He was to
confess by arrangement and hear the legates serfténcto life im-
prisonment. Jacques de Molay finally atoned. Irst@faconfessing he
proclaimed the innocence of the order. King Philp Fair did not
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forthwith, "between the Augustinians and the rogarden." Guido
Delphini was burned with them, and also the youmgaf the dauphin
of Auvergne. With his dying breath Jacques de Maaguted to the
multitude that King and Pope would soon meet hirfofgethe judgment seat of God. The common people
gathered up his ashes, and before many days iasvde Molay had foretold, Both Clement V and Phitip
Fair were dead.

The immortal Dante maintained the innocence ofkheghts as did many another famous contemporary.
Today it is generally admitted that the Inquisitiwant to the poor knights in prison, told them tthegtir offic-
ers had confessed to spitting upon the Crucifixl, #taen wrung from them "confessions" by the moatdirof
all institutions. The confessions are all discodnfehe evidence against them was from their riviils, Do-
minicans and Franciscans and others, all worthless.

The Order had long held the Turk in check, and lipe the dream of a united Christendom. It gaen
to the world the idea of the chivalrous man asligioeis man, the servant of his state not ashamexvn his
God. It had paved the way for the large part laymvere to play in the religious life of the natioris was the
school of diplomacy and commerce, of internatiof@hnce and opinion. Those who destroyed the order
opened the way for Turkish conquests in the WdstyTalso made known the horrors of despotism,aif kg
pogrom and purge, which kindled again in the wicklegs of St. Bartholomew's and in the mad day$ef t
French Revolution - the cult of cruelty, that résmcourse even in the New World with witch huntd @airn-
ings, and that is not yet dead. It has been saidtie thirteenth of October, 1307, was a day ofihation for
the whole race. If the world remembers, and resitersense of shame, its capacity for indignatiomay
not have been in vain.

The Middle Ages were past, and deep rivers of<tian blood had flowed for two hundred and fiftyay®
before the Turk was expelled from the Spanish @& Under Don John of Austria the Mediterrandates,
organized into a league, sent an armada of two rednships against the Turkish fleet that had saiest-
ward from Cyprus and Crete. Christian met Saradehepanto, October 7, 1571, broke the naval poofer
the Turks forever and set barricades to their wesggpansion to this day. Thus was October 13, 180last
avenged. Nearly every European state and nobldyfamais represented. There was also present a humble
Spaniard who had his arm shattered but who livedrite a book, with his one good hand, the novehDo
Quixote, that laughed the last dregs of a corrmptt lrogus chivalry out of Europe. He died in 161, year
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Which Lodge is the Oldest Masonic Lodge in the Wod?

Part 1 Of 2) From http://www.masonic-lodge-of-ediima.com/oldest-masonic-lodge.html

Many Freemasons are curious as to what is thesioMasonic Lodge in the world.

So was I. | have always heard that Mother Kilwimgnivas the oldest,... but, alas,.. history may pmeeed me
wrong. | hope you find this information as fascingtas | did.

Credit is given for the information, below to P&tand Master of Missouri, Brother Ray V. Densl¢hg885-
1960) author of "The Masonic World of Ray V. DengloMissouri Lodge of Research, publisher, 1964.

Brother Denslow also founded the Royal Arch Masmgazine in 1942 and was instrumental in foundieg t
Missouri Lodge of Research.

The Oldest Masonic Lodge in the World

The oldest Masonic Lodge in the world (with vexifie lodge minutes) is the
Lodge of Edinburgh No. 1, Edinburgh, Scotland...ebmes known as Mary's
Chapel.

In July, 1949, it observed its 350th anniversdritoestablishment. In 2008,

(at the time of this writing), Lodge of EdinburgloNL is 409 years old.

Oldest Masonic Lodge Minutes - July 31, 1599: Ledd Edinburgh No. 1
has records to prove its long time existence a®thest Masonic Lodge.

Most impressively, its first 5 pages of minutesarporate the Schaw Stat-
utes which are dated December 28, 1598.

Six months later, on July 31, 1599, are to be dothre minutes which con-
firm the lodge's claim as having the oldest exgstitasonic minutes. It must be
noted, however, that from these minutes there £xist conclusive evidence
that the lodge was actually constituted on thig dir that it is, in actuality, the
oldest lodge.

Schaw Statutes: The Schaw Statutes (part of tHeOBarges) are named for
William Schaw, who was Master of Work to His Majeand General Warden
of the Masonic craft. In these Statutes, he dedldrat theses ordinances issued 1he odge of Edinburgh
by him for the regulation of lodges consideredltdge at Edinburgh to be for (Mary's Chapel) N°1
all time, the first and principal lodge in Scotland

Lodge of Edinburgh No. 1 was first called "The gedof Edinburgh” and retained this name until 1688gn
the Grand Lodge of Scotland confirmed its chadesignating it as "The Lodge of Edinburgh (Maryte@el) No.
1"

Prominent members belonging to the Lodge of Edigibin its very early days were:

* His Royal Highness, the Prince of Wales (aftemvcalled King Edward VII)
* His Royal Highness King Edward VIII

Both were affiliated with the lodge, taking thelightion on the "Breeches Bible", which was priniadl587.

The pen with which these 2 brothers signed tHagatlill preserved in the Edinburgh Lodge No. tisaum.
Oldest Masonic Lodge

First Operative to Speculative in Scotland - 1688early as 1600, The Lodge of Edinburgh begaadtait non
-operative Freemasons. In June, 1600, the Laiuchinleck was made a speculative member, thedingtentic
record of the making of such a member.

The famous Dr. Desaguliers visited the The LodigEdinburgh on August 24, 1721. He had served as\&r
Master of England and was referred to as "Geneeadtét Desaguliers”. On the next day, while he wasgmt, the
Lord Provost of Edinburgh, the Treasurer, the DaaConvener of the Trades and the Clerk to the Déahe
Guild Court were admitted as members.

This date is thought to mark the change over foperative to speculative Freemasonry in Scotland.

Inception of Grand Lodge of Scotland - 1736: WhwnGrand Lodge of Scotland was established on iMbee
30, 1736, Lodge of Edinburgh took an active pahirty-three lodges were represented at the meettmngh was
held in the lodge room of Edinburgh Lodge. Becathsgeoldest minute of a lodge was that of Edinburgtige, it
was placed first on the roll of the Grand Lodge.



Lodge Kilwinning - 1642: Lodge Kilwinning was tlsecond oldest Masonic lodge because of its recatilsg
to December 20, 1642. (It is believed there maglder lodges, but empirical proof has not been éou@onsider-
able friction developed in 1807 when the Grand leodd Scotland permitted Kilwinning to prefix the rdo
"Mother" to its name.

Oldest Masonic Lodge

Simon-Sez:

Should you wish to visit the oldest Masonic lodgehe world, | would be remiss not to mention tEatin-
burgh, Scotland is also home to Edinburgh Castédsng 300-400 feet above the city. Lit up, evéteradark,
looking up you will see a virtual fairyland of tets, battlements and castle buildings.

Edinburgh Castle (pronounced Ed-in-burr-uh) dates
back to 617 A.D., (nearly 1400 years ago) when Bdwi
King of Northumbria, established a castle on thecR.

The town growing up around it became "Edwin's Blrgh
simplified into Edinburgh.

Its banquet hall, once used as a room for Parlane
about 84 ft. x 33 ft and has an open timber robfft4high.

It was here in 1633, Charles |, and in 1648, Oli@eom-
well were entertained with opulence and great nfagni
cence.

Decorations on the roof timbers bear the emblazon-
ments of the arms of the principal governors antstables Edinburgh Castle
of the castle from 1007 to 1805. On its wallsaeapons
of war, defensive armor of various periods andlafjold Scottish regiments.

Edinburgh Castle Dungeons: Beneath it is a doudedf dungeons with small iron barred loop-halssd for
prisoners from the middle of the 18th century (15)G0 Waterloo.

Edinburgh Castle Dog Cemetery For "Soldier "Ddg®en, as now,
loyalty is a highly regarded virtue by the KingsSxotland. Edinburgh
Castle is home to an immaculately kept dog cemédterthe soldier
dogs of its Kings.

King George VI...Grand Master of Scotland: Atwmgerly commu-
nication of the Grand Lodge, held November 5, 1936y elected unani-
mously, Brother, His Royal Highness, the Duke ofk{dlater to be-
come King George VI) as Grand Master of Scotland.

King George VI: It was also in Edinburgh Castisnquet Hall that
the ceremony of the installation of the Duke of K,axho later became
King George VI, and who was the current Queen Béta's father, was
carried out on St. Andrew's Day, November 30, 19@6e bi-centenary
of the Grand Lodge of Scotland...in 1736)

Past Grand Master, Ray V. Denslow, the authohefltook, attended this momentous ceremony at Edjhbu
Castle.

Therefore, Edinburgh (Ed-in-burr-uh) Lodge No.ldims the rank of having

* The Oldest Masonic Minutes
* The lodge of record where the first Oparatio Speculative Freemasonry began.

...and, therefore, due to these documented Minalaisns its title as the Oldest Masonic
Lodge in the world.

and...now... for the Rest of the Story...

Lodge Kilwinning...the Oldest Masonic Lodge in therld???

Here is what Albert Mackey had to say about thepulie between the oldest Masonic
lodge in the world being Edinburgh Lodge No. 1 avther Lodge O Kilwinning:

Mackey's Revised Encyclopedia of Freemasonry, Bages18, 1929, published by The
Masonic History Company:

"As the city of York claims to be the birthplaceFseemasonry in England, the obscure o
little village of Kilwinning is entitled to the saenhonor with respect to the origin of tH\éOthe{ Kolllwmnlng,
Order in the sister kingdom of Scotland. odge

Edinburgh Castle Dog Cemetery



The claim to the honor, however, in each case rpen the bare authority of a legend, the auttigntof
which is now doubted by many Masonic historians.

The Abbey of Kilwinning is situated in the bailigki of Cunningham, about 3 miles north of the rdyaigh of
Irving, near the Irish Sea.

The abbey was founded in the year 1140, by Hughvillls, Constable of Scotland, and dedicated toSalin-
ning, being intended for a company of monks ofTgnesian Order, who had been brought from Kelso.

The edifice must have been constructed at grgareses and with much magnificence, since it is &althve
occupied several acres of ground in its whole dxten

Traveling Freemason Architects: Lawrie (HistofyFoeemasonry, page 46, 1859 edition) says thagublyen-
tic documents as well as by other collateral argusi@hich amount almost to a demonstration, thetemce of
the Kilwinning Lodge has been traced back as faha€nd of the 15th century.

But we know that the body of architects who peralaed the Continent of Europe and have frequdrein
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Lawrie himself, that several of these operativeeRrasons traveled into Scotland, about the beginoiinige 12th
century.

Hence, we have every reason to suppose that thesevere the architects who constructed the Abbé§ila
winning, and who first established the Institut@frFreemasonry in Scotland.

If such be the fact, we must place the originhaf first Lodge in that kingdom at an earlier date3 centuries,
than that claimed for it by Lawrie, which would figiit much nearer, in point of time, to the greaddnic Assem-
bly, which is traditionally said to have been come@ in the year 926, by Prince Edwin, at York, mgland. (See
Old Charges)"

Edinbugh, Scotland is approximately 200 miles fréank, England...a trip of about 4-1/2 hours by.car

King Robert Bruce "There is some collateral emketo sustain the proba-
bility of this early commencement of FreemasonrySeotland. It is very
generally admitted that the Royal Order of Herodeas founded by King
Robert Bruce, at Kilwinning.

Thory, in the Acta Latomorum, gives the followidlgronicle:

"Robert Bruce, King of Scotland, under the titleRobert I, created the
Order of St. Andrew of Chardon, after the battleBahhnockburn, which was
fought on the 24th of June, 1314.

To this Order was afterwards united that of Herodéor the sake of the
Scotch Freemasons, who formed a part of the 30@@ps with whom he
had fought an army of 100,000 Englishmen.

Grand Master King Robert Bruce: King Robert resdrthe title of Grand
Master to himself and his successors forever, andded the Royal Grand
Lodge of Herodem at Kilwinning."

Doctor Oliver says that "the Royal Order of Hemodbead formerly its

F 6 " King Robert the Bruce - King of
John's Masonry were then governed by the same Gueoigke." Scotland - 1306-1329
In 1820, there was published at Paris a recorathvhtates that in 1286,
* n ( - F

that Lodge was then existing and in active openaditthat place.

The modern iconoclasts, however, who are levdlimge old legends with unsparing hands, have rege at
work. Brother D. Murray Lyon has attacked the Briegend, and in the London Freemasons Magazin2g8@8,
page 14), says:

"Seeing that the Fraternity of Kilwinning neveraty period practised or acknowledged other thaaftCie-
grees, and have not preserved even a shadow afliidn that can in the remotest degree be heidetotify Rob-
ert Bruce with the holding of Masonic Courts, oe tinstitution of a Secret Order at Kilwinning, theaternity of
the "Herodim", must be attributed to another tHaa ltero of Bannockburn, and a birthplace must bglgofor it
in a soil still more favorable to the growth of thigh grades than Scotland has hitherto proved.”

He, (Murray), intimates that the legend was themion of the Chevalier Ramsay, whose birthplaas w the
vicinity of Kilwinning.

To Be Concluded Next Month



Memory Lane: Pub’s Handshake With Freemasons’ Histoy

By Craig Fleming - The Blackpool Gazette

In 1865, Queen Victoria was on the throne of Emgjaand
Freemasonry was in its infancy on the Fylde coagh only
two lodges having been formed.

These were Clifton Lodge (No 703) in Blackpool dnes-
keth Lodge (950) in Fleetwood.

In June of that year, the third lodge was fornre&i Annes -
— Triumph (1061).

Four years later the Lodge of Fidelity (1256) waasecrated
at Poulton.

In those early days, the brethren would travelotiges on
horseback, pony and trap, bicycle, or even somstionefoot.

They were based in very different areas, yet ladlsé four
lodges had one thing in common: the name of SaBaelber.

He was the most prominent Freemason of that eiagpat
some time, Worshipful Master of all four lodges.

A watchmaker by trade, Sam, as he preferred tknogn, became landlord of the Number Four public
house in Layton, which hit the headlines earliés thonth when its doors closed.

While remaining tight-lipped about the reason,dessat Thwaites, which owns the hostelry, have rew

cruited a new licensee and the pub has re-opened.

The full title of the pub, at the junction of Layt Road and Newton Drive, is No 4 and
Freemasons, and in this photograph from the ed@®04, the masonic symbol of square
and compasses can be seen painted on the gabié #vedbuilding.

For many years, Clifton, Hesketh and Fidelity Lesldpave all displayed framed photo-
graphs of Sam Bamber in their respective MasonitsHaut not the Lodge of Triumph.

However, earlier this month, at the installatioeating when Brian Horrocks became
Worshipful Master, Jim Bennett, past Master of Ledy Fidelity, presented a framed
photograph of Sam Bamber to the lodge.

Interestingly, the Lodge of Fidelity still has anmection with the man himself, as Sam
Bamber’s great great grandson is a member of dlaigel.

No4 public house Layton

Brother James K. Biggs 85 Year Mason

&1 .1 2, 3 & , -, 1 , -9
3 4 56 7 8 + & &( & !

These pictures taken from the Award Ceremony kothgr Jeff Haven of the 85 Year Masonic Service
Award for Brother James Biggs. Go to http://wwwrgiBbdgeoftexas.org/news to view the entire ceremony



A Did You Know - From The West

Brethren,

Bro. Mike Barham sent me this. It came from thedsatedition of the Trestleboard from Crow Canyormldg®
#551 in Castro Valley, California. | have mentionedny Did U Knows several times over the yearthefdiversi-
ty in our Masonic Lodges, from occupations to helhio religious faiths. Now, if you belong to a #ncauntry
Lodge like I do, you probably won't see a lot ofatsity in faiths. It generally will be protestamith a few Catho-
lics mixed in. We hear about the different faithst to actually see how it works in a written letbeings it to light
a whole lot more. The below shows us that the egairement of Freemasonry, that of believing irupr8me Be:
ing is solid and diversified. | think it would haleen great to participate on the below mentionadDEgree.
What a fantastic experience that must have bebga a)part of. Thank you Bro. Barham for sharing.thi

From the West

The view is different from the west. | recently hhe privilege of being part of an Entered AppreatDegree
in which the Candidate was of Muslim faith, the Btaal who did the interrogation was a man of Morrfath, the
Senior Deacon a man of Buddhist faith, the Juniard&n a man of Lutheran Christian faith and the@eiar-
den a man of Catholic Christian Faith, and the \Npfsl Master, above all, a man of Jewish Faitmdntion this
because we are reminded to walk upright before &abiman in dealing with life. It takes couragede the Great
Creator of the Universe as well as practice compags ones self and others, and squaring ouialig actions by
the Square of Virtue. This entered apprentice deglearly brings home something which implies thate exists
a universal moral truth, and that we are all trengelipon that level of time from whose borne nwétar returns as
the physical man we all are. That there exists nraags to Rome in the ultimate search for the trik are all
travelers in time through life from birth to deatb us apart. Masonic truths let us ponder on tfeegs, but we are
all viewing the reality through the bottom of thiegs and thus have not the clear picture as to thieae universal
truths are. Therefore, all these faiths are truthder the Masonic Creator of the Universe. Thisrersie, which
rolls through the vast expanse and are all condugyethe same unerring law of nature makes ussatiree. Re-
member brethren, courage and charity are seldomedabut we, as Masons, have an opportunity totfme both
before God and mankind.
Have a happy and peaceful new year.
Kjell Bomark-Noel, Senior Warden

May We Meet Upon The _|_ Act By The ! And Part Ufddre |
W. Bro. Dwight D. Seals
Camden Lodge #159 Camden, Ohio\
This is just one of the best I've seen. Lotta wisdere!
Every time | am asked to pray, | think of the &tlow who always prayed, 'Lord, prop us up on manin' side.’
After hearing him pray that prayer many times, songe asked him why he prayed that prayer so fenventl

Lord Prop Us Up On The Leanin’ Side

He answered, 'Well sir, you see, it's like thig.got an old barn out back.
CD D D
of storms, and it's stood for many years.

It's still standing. But one day | noticed it waaning to one side a bit.

So | went and got some pine poles and proppegl druits leaning side so it
wouldn't fall.

Then | got to thinking about that and how muchakviike that old barn. I've
been around a long time.

I've withstood a lot of life's storms. I've withstl a lot of bad weather in

life, I've withstood a lot of hard times, and I'tillstanding, too. But | find my- ( % (
self leaning to one side from time to time, skélto ask the Lord to prop us ! !
up on our leaning side, 'cause | figure a lot ofjesto leaning at times. 9( )&

Sometimes we get to leaning toward anger, leatungrd bitterness, lean-
ing toward hatred, leaning toward cussing, leariovgard a lot of things that we shouldn't. So wedch&epray, 'Lord,
prop us up on our leaning side, so we will stangigit and tall again, to glorify the Lord."



The Junior Order United American Mechanics

C 0 & *
the symbol on the right.

| got this picture from a close friend. | don'tmember ever seeing one like this.
Does anybody have any ideas or info on this??
A E4 < C )
ily ancestors. This was found in the collectiomof great grandfather who was a
long time mason. We estimate it at over 100 yelts No distinguishing marks."

Thanks
Carl

& 0O F G 1

Brother Carl - That is from the Junior Order @ditAmerican Mechanics and although similar to a&€CS
it is not Masonic.
Information obtained from the Internet is includezlow:

The following information is from_http://www.libdel.edu/ud/spec/findaids/jouma.htm - a webpage from
the University of Delaware Library, Special Coliecis Department.

The United American Mechanics was founded in PRleillahia in 1845 under the name Union of Workers. It
began as a nativist workingmen's organization gbtfiagainst labor pressure from increasing immigmat
populations, specifically the Irish, Germans, amuhfan Catholics. In 1853 a junior branch of the oizgtion
was founded. The Junior Order American Mechani€3.(J.A.M.) became an independent society in 1885. |
members were white males, between the ages of d658n of good moral character, believers in the
existence of a Supreme Being, in favor of sepamatibchurch and state, and supporters of free eimca
through the Public School System.

At the height of its popularity, the Junior Ordexd 200,000 members, dwarfing the high of 40,00hme
bers forts former parent organization. The worchidi in the organization's name had no referendbe age
of its members after 1885 and similarly, the waktethanic" had no relevance to the members' ocoupsati

The Junior Order defined its objectives as prongpthe interests of Americans by shielding thenmfitbe
economically depressing effects of foreign compmatitestablishing a Sick and Funeral Fund and wgrko
maintain the Public School System.

The J.0.U.A.M. had initiation and obligation prdaees which, like other fraternal groups, weregieliisly
oriented. Membership eligibility requirements chadgover the years to include Jews, blacks, Roman
Catholics, and women. The Junior Order's missiooived into one of developing a legal reserve fte li
insurance benefits. This was due in part to théilag membership in the early twentieth centuryerivber-
ship was divided into two categories: social meralaard those enrolled in the insurance program. 851
insurance memberships had dropped to 35,172 witb005 social members, and by 1979 the group boasted
only 8,500 social members and about half as masiyramce members.

When asked of Masonry, President William NMd&y explained: "After the battle of Opequam, ¢
with the surgeon of our Ohio regiment to the fialdere 5,000 confederate prisoners were under guasd.
soon as we passed the guard, the doctor shook kattda number of prisoners and began passing isuth
of bills. On the way back to camp | asked him, 'Bali know those men?' 'No' 'But you gave them afot
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they are brother masons in trouble and | am onlpgloy duty.’ | said to myself, 'If that is Masoniywill
take some of it myself.™



DeMolay Is Alive And Well In New York

FromThe BridgeNewsletter New York DeMolay httgwww.nydemolay.org/history.html

On Jan 19, Wantagh Chapter in Bald-
win, Long Island, NY welcomed two new
brothers along with one for The Knight of
Antiquty Chapter, as they received their
first degree in DeMolay.

Seated are new members of DeMolay
from left to right are Brothers Keith
O'neill, Brother Davon McLennon for
Wantagh and Brother Pierce Baris for The
Knight of Antiquity. Welcome my Broth-
ers.

The Metro Region Strikes
Back...

in a bowling alley that is!
The Metro Region held it's Annual

Metro Bowling on Jan 15, 2012. There were 31 bowler
from Triangle, Rainbow, Wantagh, KnickerbocKer,
along with Chapter Advisors and Senior DeMolayd.| Al
enjoyed three

games of

bowling, piz-

za and soda

A Little Masonic Trivia

Angelo Soliman, was born in Africa in 1721 anduggbt to Europe as a slave at the age of ten. Heedias
cated, married, and became a favorite in the rogatt in Vienna. Somewhere before 1771 he becama-a
son. When he died 1776, the Emperor had his badfedtand mounted in the Natural History Museum, be
coming not only the first black of African birth t.ecome a mason, but the also the first mason &iufted,

mounted, and displayed.

Masonic Place Names in the US: Anchor, IL, BeehMT, Boaz, AL, Charity, MS, Circle, MT, Cowan
TN, Emblem, WY, Eureka, WV, Faith, SD, Falses$aAK, Fidelity, IL, Five Points, AL, Freeborn,
MN, Grand Pass, MS, Hiram, MA, Hope, AK, Jac¢hih, Justice, IL, Lodge, SC, Mason, KY, Masoni
Home, KY, Masontown, WV, Square, MT, Steward, lymbol, KY Temperance, Ml, Tyler, TX



The Library & Museum of Freemasonry

From The Culture 24 Web Site at http://www.cultue2g.uk/am12129

The entire collection of the Library & Museum afeEmasonry is a Designated Collec-
tion of national importance.

The collections illustrate the international, sd@nd ethnic diversity of the membership
including royalty, public figures, scientists anditers as well as the many millions of
members from all walks of life. This diversity ispresented by objects including an im-
portant decorative arts collection, photographsdoaiments.

The Museum contains an extensive collection okatsj with Masonic decoration in-
cluding pottery and porcelain, glassware, silvarpiture and clocks, jewels and regalia. Items ihgilog to
famous and Royal Freemasons including Winston Ctilliend Edward VII are on display together with- ex
amples from the Museum's extensive collection oftprand engravings, photographs and ephemera.

Library and Museum staff are always pleased tp kaitors with enquiries regarding identification to
respond to telephone or written enquiries. Thewdde a large collection of items relating to noagdnic fra-
ternal societies such as the Oddfellows and the $bthe Phoenix.

The Library is open for reference use. It containsomprehensive collection of printed books anduna
scripts on every facet of Freemasonry in Englandiels as material on Freemasonry elsewhere in tbedw
and on subjects associated with Freemasonry ormiétical and esoteric traditions. The collectiomdude
Masonic music, poetry and literature. There araualrer of notable examples of fine eighteenth ame-ni
teenth century bindings.

Collection details

Social History, Personalities, Music, LiteratuFeéne Art, Design, Decorative and Applied Art, Costl
and Textiles, Coins and Medals, Archives, Architeet
Key artists and exhibits
* Designated Collection
Collections services

* Object identification and/or written enquisgrvice

* Public access available to collections infatian

* Object study facilities available (enquireadvance)

Freemasons' Hall

Great Queen Street London

Greater London

WC2B 5AZ

England
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All information is supplied by the venues or pmtis themselves and every effort is made to erisise
correct. Please remember to double check openingshwmith the venue concerned before making a specia
visit.

Exhibition details are listed below, you may néedcroll down to see them all.

Exhibition (temporary)
Masonic procession at Redruth in Cornwall in 1906
Beyond the Lodge Room - Freemasonry in public life
16 January — 1 June 2012 *on now

Civic foundation- < :
as the Shakespeare Memorial Theatre in Stratfooth éywon and Truro Cathedral had Masonic ceremaaties
their beginnings. More recently, hundreds of freeoms in regalia inaugurated the rebuilt Masonid idal
Beamish Open Air Museum and freemasons processtr ihord Mayor’'s Show. Ceramics with an engrav-
ing of the Wearmouth iron bridge at Sunderland vpeceluced to mark the laying of the foundation staith
Masonic honours by local freemason and MP, RowBundlon, in 179



Learn Freemasonry Insider Secrets And More

From http://makeitunderstand.org/education/leaeiinasonry-insider-secrets-and-more/

4 ? & 7
a result of all the freemasonry secrets that tbeghas been able to help keep all these yearsthfand have
been a great deal of false impression concerniagtbup. You can find so many individuals who hbeen
misled into believing that this group is doing sodaek activities. On account of the secrecy ofgraip there
is little identified truth about them. But they lea& whole lot of member that have reached as msisixanil-
lion all over the globe, two million of which areded within the United States. Most of the idesgitof the
members are also kept secret. There have alreamlydbgood deal of masonic symbols that can beatbba
the distinctive establishment or even getting wasnewelry which may be the key reason why otherseh
learned about their widespread existence.

The two major secrets involve their handshakesthen rituals. So that you can recognize otheefa-
sonry members when away from house, they've sppasgwords, handgrips, and signs. Keeping thesetsec
make sense, if every person knew them how coulyd tile who seriously was a Freemasonry member. The
second of the Freemasonry secrets centers on dtredting of their new members. Based on the vg#im
the Bible and writings of other philosophers, thigalistic instruction has work well by means bktyears.
The distinctive adaptation and presentation setgrternity apart from others, which means noboaty imi-
tate them.

The lessons taught within the ritual nonethelassn’t secret, and anyone can obtain them. Ore djttirky
note about joining Freemasonry, is that the membersot invite others to join, if an individual iisterested
they need to approach the Masons on their own dctéaisonic symbols, displayed proudly in vehicles,s-
es, jewelry, and clothing contain the square amdpasses, which represent righteousness, revelainhre-
demption.

If the Masons have any secrets, they're the shaneations, private beliefs and intimate momentsesha
by people who have one belief that supports ammhgthens them. People from all walks of life jdie frater-
nity and form lengthy, resilient friendships. Thatérnity does not make any attempt to save peuets.
This function has been correctly left towards tharch

Remember Your Absent Brother

From The Just A Mason Blog

Does attending a meeting of your Lodge really destrate true interest in the fraternity? And does-no
attending mean a lack of interest?

A Lodge recently looked at suspending a brothemfin-payment of dues. No one had heard of him, let
alone seen him in Lodge. It appeared he wasn’tribting much except a cheque and, even then,dppst
contributing that.

It would have been very easy to be lazy Craftsarahto vote for suspension and save the Lodgevére e
increasing fees to Grand Lodge. But someone dedaeteck into the situation. It turns out the hest now
82 years of age, had been hospitalised much oye¢he and barely had money for medical costs. H&'had
attended meetings as he had moved to a small to#ei1960s but continued his membership.

It would have been very easy to be lazy Crafts@awadh simply remit his dues. But a new brother in the
Lodge instantly whipped out a chequebook and pthmuown money for a brother he didn’t know arctly
would never meet.

It was an act of selflessness that serves asanmg for Freemasons far senior in the quarries.

The old brother was astounded. He wrote the Lasigeexplained how he loved the Craft, had followes
principles of it as best he could and hoped hedccbwé up to those many men in his Lodge yearsvaigo did
the same.

Brethren, it's imperative as Freemasons that weitoe to remain in constant contact with each rothe
lend help and encouragement and just to let a érdthow that someone is thinking of them. For while
brother of the Order may not be able to be at mgstithat may not make him any less a brother. Erea-
mason.



Things | Learned Growing Up

By Calvin Trapp

During the early part of the 1940s, money wag ptiétty tight, even after
dad had left the dairy to go to work in the shiglyarhere wasn’'t much money
for playthings for us. So, what we would do, waddok around to see what
was available to us to make us our own toys. | $eamed that the wooden ap-
ple boxes was my best friend for making things.ekspn could go to the gro-
cery store and talk to the produce manager. Anedppx would cost, maybe 15
cents, or if the produce manager liked you, he dowit charge for it at all. Ap-
ples were shipped in wooden boxes back then arydvkee sized to hold about
a bushel of apples. They were made of white pirkeasy to work with. One
could disassemble the whole box including the ndil&e ends were about 12
inches square and three quarters of an inch thio&.sides were about 24 inches long and 12 incls and
about 3/8 of an inch thick. The bottom was madé wieces about 24 inches x 6 inches and about réeq wd
an inch thick. With the use of dads coping saw laaahmer there was almost no limit to the things comgd
make. Some folks even made furniture from themwamiput the material to a much better use, at leastr
way of thinking,

Another very useful item that could be had vergagh are at no cost at all, was an old wore outuieber
inner tube you could get at almost any servicestaRed rubber tubes were more stretchable thamties
made now. We made wooden guns from the apple leoxdpieces to shoot loops of rubber cut from thern
tubes. We took mom's good scissors to cut the ledpsibber from the tubes to shoot with the gung W
would get a bunch of kids together with those thiagd have a big rubber gun war.

Rubber from those tubes also made goods slingshltit®ugh that's not what we call them. The bodsen
were not very good for slingshots because the mravayld break off and hit you in the face

| have forgotten all we made from the remaindethefApple box, but we never wasted anything.

One could take a wooden thread spool, a rubbet Bad a matchstick and with a little pocket kniferky
a fellow could have himself a tractor that wouldl exross the floor when the rubber band was wound
You could also take a matchstick and one of momrsgweedles and some scrap paper and make a dart th
was stick into whatever it was thrown at.

A model airplane kit could be had for less thatoHar at Perry Brothers five and dime store. Ak parts
of the plane were printed onto a thin piece of da®uld and had to be cut out with a razor bladetber
sharp knife, then glued together. It would takeoang boy several days to assemble an airplane winsh
powered by a big rubber band. The rubber band eeithethe kit and when wound up tight, it would tuire
propeller to make the plane fly. All this was edimaal and it kept kids from other undesirable \at#s.

As | have said, my brother Bert and | would gotaiur grandparents home in Louisiana, near Ana.oco
The first year, we went there for the whole sumnhavas about seven years old and Bert was about fou
Grandpa had a project in mind that he was abositat®. There was an old barn, that wasn’t beingl uset at
the edge of their property. We got up the first niog and had a big breakfast of fresh eggs, hodaocade
with milk that was only about a half hour out oéttow. Grandma had made biscuits from scratch aokled
in the old wood burning stove they had, along Vatige strips of bacon. All of this was standardd@d their
home.

We had finished breakfast and grandpa told us boget our hats because he had a job for us. W we
out to the old barn with grandpa and with his crawltbegin to remove boards from the born. Thesedsoa
were probably old, but in good condition. They wartill 1 inch thick and a full 12 inches wide anithink
they were about 10 feet long. They were pretty fidawa couple of young boys, but grandpa toldaudrag
them up to the house. It took both of us to drag lomard at a time. | don't remember dragging veagpyrihat



day, probably no more than five or six. At the eridhe day and after grandma had properly scoldedfar
working us young boys, grandpa gave us both a "akélr'.

His project was to use that lumber from the barbuild a house for some “show chickens”. He workeith
the help of uncle Willy, Aunt Opal and Aunt Georgal who were still at home. They spent about tears
building that chicken house. It was not like anyckbn house you might have seen before. When hé ot
ished, he had not yet ordered those fancy chickimst Georgia got married and moved into the “Shoiwcken
House”. There were never any chickens in that holer all it was a better house than the oneivesllin.

Pop Psych: Nine Key Words Used By Women

Editor’s Note: Since most Freemasons are mentasdststuff men need to know...

FINE

This is the word women use to end an argument whenare right and you need to shut up.
FIVE MINUTES

If she is getting dressed, this means a half am.lve minutes is only five minutes if you hawst been given
five more minutes to watch the game before helpmogind the house.
NOTHING

This is the calm before the storm. This means samgg and you should be on your toes. Argumerds lbegin
with NOTHING usually end in FINE.
GO AHEAD

This is a dare, not permission. Don't Do It!
LOUD SIGH

This is actually a word, but is a non-verbal stegat often misunderstood by men. A loud sigh mehesthinks
you are an idiot and wonders why she is wastingiher standing here and arguing with you about NONG1
THAT'S OKAY

This is one of the most dangerous statements sawa@an make to a man. That's okay means she veatthis k
long and hard before deciding how and when youpei} for your mistake.
WHATEVER

Is a woman’s way of saying F*** you!
THANKS

A woman is thanking you, do not question, or faluist say you're welcome.

This is true, unless she says 'Thanks a lot't-ithaure sarcasm and she is not thanking youl.abalnot say
'you're welcome' ... that will bring on a WHATEVER.
DON'T WORRY ABOUT IT. | GOT IT.

Another dangerous statement, meaning this is $ongethat a woman has told a man to do severaktitmet is
now doing it herself. This will later result in aam asking 'What's wrong?' For the woman's respogiee to
WHATEVER.

Never Under Estimate The Influence Of Television

By Corky

My step-granddaughter was really becoming conceab®ut her youngest son (4 years old), becausetlel
wander about the house mumbling meaningless wivtien she would ask him what he said, he would tepea
sounds exactly like he said them the first time, ibuvould still make no sense to her. It was jasumble of
sound.

This had been going on for some time when shélyigiecided to take him to a doctor and have histdé.
She made an appointment at the doctor’s officelagxpg that she was afraid he was having some ah@nob-
lems.

While she was checking in, her son started walkirmgind the office saying weird words. “See!” shigls

The receptionist, a young Latin American girl,r&d laughing after listening a few moments, thba ex-
plained, “He’s just walking around pointing at @ifént things in the room and saying their name&pianish.”

Some children’s TV shows teach a word or two cr8gh every day. And, some kids undoubtedly |elaemt



Brother Harry Truman

Brother Harry Truman was a different kind of Presi
dent. He probably made as many, or more importast d
sions regarding our nation's history as any ofatfer 42
Presidents preceding him. However, a measure of his
greatness may rest on what he did after he lefithaée
House.

The only asset he had when he died was the hase h
lived in, which was in Independence Missouri. Higew
had inherited the house from her mother and fatimer
other than their years in the White House, thegditheir
entire lives there.

When he retired from office in 1952 his incomesvea
U.S. Army pension reported to have been $13,50a.72
year. Congress, noting that he was paying for taisgs
and personally licking them, granted him an ‘'alloeel
and, later, a retroactive pension of $25,000 par.ye

After President Eisenhower was inaugurated, Hang/ Bess drove home to Missouri by themselves.eTher
was no Secret Service following them.

When offered corporate positions at large salahesdeclined, stating, "You don't want me. You e
office of the President, and that doesn't belong¢o It belongs to the American people and it'sfoosale.”

Even later, on May 6, 1971, when Congress wasapirgp to award him the Medal of Honor on his 87th
birthday, he refused to accept it, writing, "l daronsider that | have done anything which shoddHz rea-
son for any award, Congressional or otherwise."

As president he paid for all of his own travel erpes and food. Modern politicians have found a legel
of success in cashing in on the Presidency, regulti untold wealth. Today, many in Congress alaeeh
found a way to become quite wealthy while enjoying fruits of their offices. Political offices amow for
sale (cf. lllinois ).

Good old Harry Truman was correct when he obseriMy choices in life were either to be a pianoygia
in whore house or a politician. And to tell thetlr, there's hardly any difference!

Harry was also a Brother and a Past Grand Masteedsrand lodge of Missouri A.F. & A.M..
Maybe we should dig him up and clone him to runtine next election!

For Folks With Cell Phones

Bess And Harry Truman At Home

|

For all the folks with cell phones. (This shoulel firinted and kept in your car, purse, and waBe&tod in-
formation to have with you.) There are a few g¢fsinhat can be done in times of grave emergentms:
mobile phone can actually be a life saver or anrgermey tool for survival. Check out the things thati can
do with it:
FIRST (Emergency) The Emergency Number worldwide forbMois 112. If you find yourself out of the
coverage area of your mobile network and thera iEmergency, dial 112 and the mobile will search ex:
isting network to establish the emergency numberyéu, and interestingly, this number 112 can ladedi
even if the keypad is locked. Try it out.
SECOND _(Hidden Battery Power) Imagine your cell batteryery low. To activate, press the kegs70#.
Your cell phone will restart with this reserve aheé instrument will show a 50% increase in batt@tyis re-
serve will get charged when you charge your ceatinghnext time.
THIRD (How to disable a STOLEN mobile phone? ) To chgmlr Mobile phone's serial number, key in the
following Digits on your phone*#06#. A 15-digit code will appear on the screen. Thisnber is unique to
your handset. Write it down and keep it somewhafe.df your phone is stolen, you can phone yowise
provider and give them this code. They will thenale to block your handset so even if the thieginges the




SIM card, your phone will be totally useless. Yaolably won't get your phone back, but at least koow
that whoever stole it can't use/sell it eithereverybody does this, there would be no point inppestealing
mobile phones.

FOURTH (Free Directory Service for Cells) Cell phone gamies are charging us $1.00 to $1.75 or more
for 411 information calls when they don't haveNtmst of us do not carry a telephone directory in\ahicle,
which makes this situation even more of a probMfhen you need to use the 411 information optianpby
dial: (800) FREE411or (800) 373-341Mwithout incurring any charge at all. Program thi® your cell phone
now. This is sponsored by McDonalds.

Eggs Don’t mix With Water

Didn't know if you knew about eggs mixed with wateSo that is why I'm sending this on.

Be Safe!

A MESSAGE FROM THE OFFICE OF ATTORNEY GENERAL STETOF MICHIGAN :

SITUATION.
While driving on a rural end of the roadway on Tdday morning, | saw an infant car seat on the sidbe road
with a blanket draped over it.

For whatever reason, | did not stop, even thouggud all kinds of thoughts running through my heut when
| got to my destination, | called the Canton PD #mel/ were going to check it out. But, this is wtie Police ad-
vised even before they went out there to check....

"There are several things to be aware of ... Gamgkthieves are now plotting different ways to geierson
(mostly women) to stop their vehicle and get outhef car.

"There is a gang initiation reported by the IoPalice Department where gangs are placing a carbsethe
road...with a fake baby in it....waiting for a womaf course, to stop and check on the abandonggd ba

"Note that the location of this car seat is ugubéside a wooded or grassy (field) area and th&ope- woman
-- will be dragged into the woods, beaten and raped usually left for dead. If it's a man, theylsually beaten
and robbed and maybe left for dead, too.

Do not stop for any reason!!! dial 9-1-1 and reépdnat you saw, but don 't even slow down.

Oh yea, about those eggs:

If you are driving at night and eggs are throwyair windshield, do not stop to check your carndboperate
the wipers and do not spray any water becauseraggsl with water become milky, and block your visiop to
92.5%, and you are then forced to stop besidedh@ and become a victim of these criminals.

This is a new technique used by gangs, so ple&sen your friends and relatives.

These are desperate times and these are unsadornguals who will take desperate measures toadpett they
want.

Please talk to your loved ones about this. Thegsngw tactic being used. Please be safe.

Get started now -- send this message to all yoemds and loved ones to be careful and be awaegarithing
around them so as not to become the victim.

WARNING # 3:

Some knew about the red light on cars, but noliigjal 12.

It was about 1:00 p.m. In the afternoon, and Lawwas driving to visit a friend. An UNMARKED policear
pulled up behind her and put his lights on. Law@arents have always told her to never pull ceeah unmarked
car on the side of the road, but rather to waitl timty get to a gas station, etc.

Lauren had actually listened to her parents adwnd promptly called, 112 on her cell phone tbtted police
dispatcher that she would not pull over right awglye proceeded to tell the dispatcher that theseamaunmarked
police car with a flashing red light on his rooftbphind her. The dispatcher checked to see if thvere police
cars where she was and there weren't, and he eoltb tkeep driving, remain calm and that he hadk logcalready
on the way.

Ten minutes later 4 cop cars surrounded her amdtimarked car behind her.. One policeman wenétcide
and the others surrounded the car behind. Theggtile guy from the car and tackled him to the gdoThe man
was a convicted rapist and wanted for other crimes.

| never knew about the 112 Cell Phone featurgedltit on my AT&T phone and it said, "Dialing Engency
Number."

This applies to ALL 50 states

PLEASE PASS ALONG TO FRIENDS AND FAMILY, IT CAN S¥E A LIFE....



